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The Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Saturday             26th      6.00 pm    Jessica Forte RIP 
Sunday               27th     8.15am     The Parish 
                                   10.30 am     John Holmes RIP 
Monday              28th    9.30 am     Liz Harvey RIP 
Tuesday               1st   9 .30 am     Paul Dominci RIP 
               7.00 pm     Choir Practice 
Ash             2nd     9.30 am     Christopher Hatton 
Wednesday             7.30 pm     Intention of Pauline Formela 
Thursday            3rd      9.30 am     Intention of Alexander 
Friday                 4th      9.30 am     Maria Petter RIP 
Saturday             5th     6.00 pm     Joseph McStravick RIP 
Sunday               6th     8.15 am     Mary Ellis RIP 
                 10.30 am     Debbie Beirne RIP 

 
SATURDAY: Reconciliation: 10.15 – 10.45 am and 5.15 – 5.45 pm 

 
TODAY’S READINGS: Ecclesiasticus 27:4-7; 1 Corinthians 15:54-58; Luke 6:39-45 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Deuteronomy 26:4-10; Paul Romans 10:8-13; Luke 4:1-13. 
 

COLLECTIONS:  Church: £   Digital collection £110      Thank you for your generosity. 
  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Helena & Vittorio Villa, Peggy Gallagher, Lena, Ken Harvey, Sienna Coates, 
Kathleen Brennan, Chris Judge, Brian Caplin, Valerie Halley, Pat Duggan, Tony Grana, Sister Raymond, John Smith, 
Mick Brouder, Ian Threlfall, Thomas Duggan, Len Argent, Justin Gould, Rose Little, Lelia Murray, Mary Murphy, Margaret 
Birch, Lita Yong, Patrick  Ryan, Brenda Peazold, Mary Wessel, Joan Cutmore,  Gordon Milne, Alfred Deacon, Roni 
Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Bill Hogg, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Kerry McStravick, Lydia 
Van Melsen 

 
2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY and those whose anniversaries occur about now: Cecelia Boakes, Mary Hancy, 
Ted Leach, Marion Kurkowski, Frederick Wolford, Mary Eldred, Thomas Peeney, Mary Allder, Anna Kelledy, Olive 
Pickthall, Eileen Godfrey, John Roe.  May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
 
3. DO YOU LOVE BEING MARRIED?  At the 10.30 Mass this Sunday we will give thanks for the Sacrament of 
Marriage and for the gifts and blessings of family life.  Come as married couples and receive a blessing! Refreshments 
will be, as usual,  available after the Mass.  
 
4. THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER will be taking place worldwide next Friday 4th March.  Please join us at Bury Drive 
Methodist Church, Bury Drive at 2.30pm. 
 
5. ST. PATRICK’S NIGHT ‘HOOLEY’ in aid of our Parish Project, will take place on Saturday 12th March at 7.00 pm in 
the Barn. Irish Step Dancers, three course traditional Irish Supper – Bacon & Cabbage - Homemade desserts, Irish 
Coffee, Bar, a Sing-a-long and Raffle,.  Come and enjoy an evening of fun, good food music and dance.  Donations of 
Raffle prizes would be appreciated.  Tickets on sale after all Masses this weekend: Adults £8.00, Children £4.00 
 
6. LOURDES PILGRIMAGE: Online applications for the 2022 Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage for all those who do not 
require any assistance in Lourdes or on the journey can now be found on our website lourdes@abdiocese.org.uk  
If you or someone you know would like to receive an Assisted Pilgrim Application Form, please email us with the name 
and postal address. For those who wish to donate on-line to the A&B Lourdes Pilgrimage Appeal Collection, this can be 
done using the A&B Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage website.   
The Lourdes Office are receiving several applications from Pilgrims who will require assistance to join this year’s 
Lourdes Pilgrimage, but at this point they are short of Helpers, Nurses and Doctors to assist with their Pilgrimage. 
They would be grateful if you are able to assist by being a Helper, Nurse or Doctor that you apply to apply. The 
Pilgrimage Office is happy to answer any questions anyone has prior to applying.  The application form you should use 
is available on our website: https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/lourdes/home 
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6.  SAFEGUARDING TRAINING:  This training is aimed at Group Leaders, and Coordinators of activities in parishes, 
who also need to know the elements of our Creating a Safe Environment Policy.  The next dates for our Training is 
Tuesday 15th March 10:30-12:00 on Zoom.   To register to attend one of these training sessions, please email 
Safeguarding@abdiocese.org.uk with your name and role and a Zoom link will be circulated to you nearer the time. The 
world of Safeguarding has changed in the last few years with many more forms to complete.  This training is very good 
and alerts us to what we need to be doing to ensure our young people and vulnerable adults are kept safe. 
 
7. MINISTRY OF THE WORD FORMATION COURSE: Everybody who proclaims the word of God in the liturgy needs, 
whether new to it or a long time minister, to reflect on the importance of what they are doing and to practice their 
proclamation. To assist with that there will be a Deanery 'Ministers of the Word Course’ on Saturday 19 March from 
11am-12.30pm at St Michael’s, Hayling Rise, Worthing BN13 3AL in the parish hall and church. Numbers are limited. 
Please book by contacting Deacon Mark Woods on email mark.woods@abdiocese.org.uk or tel: 01903 877801.  A 
further session will be available in May. 
 
8. DO YOU COME TO THE 10.30 am MASS ON SUNDAYS?  Could you be a welcomer/steward?  The more 
volunteers we have the easier it would become because a rota could be created.  The task is not onerous, a smile, a 
greeting, helping people with hymn books and news-sheets and ensuring during Communion that people go up to 
Communion in an orderly way.  Please contact Father Liam or Anne in the office to volunteer.  
 
9. EDGE YOUTH GROUP will be meeting next Sunday, 6th March, in the Barn, from 6.00 until 730 pm.  All young people 
11+ welcome. Contact Niall for more information  nfarrell@stromeros.co.uk. 

10. MARY’S MEALS; Suddenly had the message to send off 100 Back Packs but need soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
flannels, and serviceable children’s shoes.  Just these items for now but your help will be much appreciated. Thank you. 

11. TURNING TIDES (WCHP): Items needed: Carton Milk, Honey, Fruit Juices, Tinned Vegetarian Meals, Tinned 
Meals, Pot Noodles, Pasta in Sauce, Instant Noodles, Small Carton Juices, Coffee, Cooking Oil, Cling Film,.  Many 
thanks to those who are so generous in their donations. (Sadly we are no longer able to deliver clothes and other such 
goods.  
 

FATHER LIAM SAYS:  Throughout most of Christian history what we now know as Italy was divided into different 
states and Kingdoms, ruled by monarchs and dukes.  One of these rulers was the Pope who had held political control over 
much of central Italy for a thousand years.  All this came to an end in 1870 with the Unification of Italy.  The first ruler of 
the unified country of Italy was King Victor Emmanuel.   The last of the states to be incorporated  into the new Italy were 
the Papal States.  By this time Pope Pius IX had been Pope for 25 years and was frail. 
Having been rulers of the Papal States for a thousand years most Catholics throughout the world would probably have 
taken the view that the independence of the papacy depended on the Pope having his own territory.  It would have been 
accepted by Catholics worldwide that to function as a world-wide church it needed the Papal States.  They had been there 
ever since Charlemagne handed them to the Pope in the ninth century; certainly Pope Pius IX was not going to hand them 
over willingly.  And the French were on the side of Pope Pius.  But now with much of Europe being in disarray, in 1870 
the French troops protecting the Pope were withdrawn and Victor Emmanuel marched into Rome.   
Pius IX was popular in Ireland.  He had shown much concern during the time of the Great Famine.  When Daniel O’Connoll 
– the great Irish pacifist Politician who was influential in winning Catholic Emancipation – died on his way to Rome.  His 
remains were shown extraordinary honour when they were brought to Rome in 1847.  Early in 1860, when the future of 
the Papal States began to be threatened, many Irish people began to organise themselves to go to Italy in defence of the 
Pope.  The changing political situation in Ireland at the time was favourable to the formation of a military force.  The climate 
was right to whip up enthusiasm for an armed struggle.  People were reminded of the glories of Irish Brigades in the past 
who fought on the side of the French or the Spanish against their common foe.  And now the enthusiasm for forming the 
Pope’s Brigade was all the stronger because of the opposition of the British Government to Papal temporal power. 
The Irish bishops were not in favour of the idea of this Irish Brigade being formed.  Nevertheless 1,300 Irishmen  eventually 
made their way to Italy to fight for Pius IX alongside the army of the Papal States.  As you would expect they were a varied 
group of untrained soldiers.  It wasn’t easy for them to get to Italy – so many of the routes were through enemy territory.  
Many of them arrived in Ancona where there was nobody there to meet them.  They knew no European languages.  There 
were no tents or blankets.  Others arrived in Spoleto.  So from the beginning they were split into two groups which never 
met until they were shipped home together after the war.  The new green uniforms specially designed for the Irish Battalion 
of St Patrick never arrived so the Irish fought in their own clothes or in papal uniforms, if they could get any, made for the 
Italians.  They were, in fact, short of everything. 
King Victor Emmanuel used the formation of the Papal Brigade as an excuse to go to war.  He declared: ‘Soldiers, I am 
leading you against a band of drunken foreigners whose thirst for gold and desire for plunder has brought them into our 
country’.  The Irish were not impressed with this estimate of their character and motivation.  When the hopeless struggle 
came to an end, the Irish bishops had to charter ships to get the men back to Cork.  They were greeted as returning 
heroes.  They were praised by Generals on both sides of the war.  They had acquitted themselves so well that people 
thought of them as comparable to the old Irish Brigades of the 18th century. 
The Pope retired to the Vatican where he and his successors remained as virtual prisoners until the Lateran Treaty of 
1929 when the freedom and independence  of the papacy were guaranteed.  
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