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The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Saturday             19th      6.00 pm    Johannah O’Driscoll RIP 
Sunday               20th     8.15am     Eve Arandt RIP 
                                   10.30 am     Debbie Beirne RIP 
Monday              21st    9.30 am     Intention of Dorothy Barber  
Tuesday             22nd  9 .30 am     The Parish 
               7.00 pm     Choir Practice 
Wednesday       23rd     9.30 am     Christopher Hatton RIP 
Thursday           24th     9.30 am     Anne-Marie Woodall RIP 
Friday                25th     9.30 am     Nora McGinn RIP 
Saturday            26th    6.00 pm     Jessica Forte RIP 
Sunday              27th    8.15 am     The Parish 
                 10.30 am     John Holmes RIP 

 
SATURDAY: Reconciliation: 10.15 – 10.45 am and 5.15 – 5.45 pm 

 
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; 1Corinthians 15:45-49; Luke 6:27-38 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Ecclesiasticus 27:4-7; 1 Corinthians 15:54-58; Luke 6:39-45 

 
COLLECTIONS:  Church: £329   Digital collection £53      Lourdes Pilgrimage Fund £294   

Thank you for your generosity. 
  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Helena & Vittorio Villa, Peggy Gallagher, Lena, Ken Harvey, Sienna Coates, 
Kathleen Brennan, Chris Judge, Brian Caplin, Valerie Halley, Pat Duggan, Tony Grana, Sister Raymond, John Smith, 
Mick Brouder, Ian Threlfall, Thomas Duggan, Len Argent, Justin Gould, Rose Little, Lelia Murray, Mary Murphy, Margaret 
Birch, Lita Yong, Patrick  Ryan, Brenda Peazold, Mary Wessel, Gina Palermo,  Joan Cutmore,  Gordon Milne, Alfred 
Deacon, Roni Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Bill Hogg, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Kerry 
McStravick, Lydia Van Melsen 

 
2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY:  ANNE-MARIE WOODALL and those whose anniversaries occur about now: 
, Laurence Sullivan, Winifred Jones, Royston Payne, Jerry Fortis, Albert Stone, Rosemary Hart, Frank Wilcockson, Ann 
Morris, Marie Angel, Timothy Babington, Francis McHugh, Leonard Bainbridge, Marion Gapp, Kathleen Geal, June Jakes, 
Joseph Shepherd, Noreen Sumner, Sheila Szymuda, Eileen Fusciardi, Ron Watson.  May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

 
3. DO YOU LOVE BEING MARRIED?  At the 10.30 Mass on Sunday 27th February we will give thanks for the 
Sacrament of Marriage and for the gifts and blessings of family life.  Come as married couples and receive a blessing! 
Refreshments will be, as usual,  available after the Mass.  
 
4. THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER will be taking place worldwide on Friday 4th March.  Please join us at St Mary’s C of 
E Church, Ilex Way at 2.30pm. 
 
5. ST. PATRICK’S NIGHT ‘HOOLEY’ in aid of our Parish Project, will take place on Saturday 12th March at 7.00 pm in 
the Barn. Irish Step Dancers, three course traditional Irish Supper – Bacon & Cabbage - Homemade desserts, Irish 
Coffee, Bar, a Sing-a-long and Raffle,.  Come and enjoy an evening of fun, good food music and dance.  Donations of 
Raffle prizes would be appreciated.  Tickets on sale after all Masses next weekend: Adults £8.00, Children £4.00 
 
6. LOURDES PILGRIMAGE: Online applications for the 2022 Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage for all those who do not 
require any assistance in Lourdes or on the journey can now be found on our website lourdes@abdiocese.org.uk  
If you or someone you know would like to receive an Assisted Pilgrim Application Form, please email us with the name 
and postal address. For those who wish to donate on-line to the A&B Lourdes Pilgrimage Appeal Collection, this can be 
done using the A&B Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage website.   
The Lourdes Office are receiving several applications from Pilgrims who will require assistance to join this year’s 
Lourdes Pilgrimage, but at this point they are short of Helpers, Nurses and Doctors to assist with their Pilgrimage. 
They would be grateful if you are able to assist by being a Helper, Nurse or Doctor that you apply to apply. The 
Pilgrimage Office is happy to answer any questions anyone has prior to applying.  The application form you should use 
is available on our website: https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/lourdes/home 
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PLEASE CONTINUE to wear masks, use hand-sanitiser,  hymn books returned to either porch AND, most importantly, going 
to Holy Communion row by row – out one end of the bench and back by the other end.   

6.  SAFEGUARDING TRAINING:  This training is aimed at Group Leaders, and Coordinators of activities in parishes, 
who also need to know the elements of our Creating a Safe Environment Policy.  The next dates for our Training is 
Tuesday 15th March 10:30-12:00 on Zoom.   To register to attend one of these training sessions, please email 
Safeguarding@abdiocese.org.uk with your name and role and a Zoom link will be circulated to you nearer the time. The 
world of Safeguarding has changed in the last few years with many more forms to complete.  This training is very good 
and alerts us to what we need to be doing to ensure our young people and vulnerable adults are kept safe. 
 
7. MINISTRY OF THE WORD FORMATION COURSE: Everybody who proclaims the word of God in the liturgy needs, 
whether new to it or a long time minister, to reflect on the importance of what they are doing and to practice their 
proclamation. To assist with that there will be a Deanery 'Ministers of the Word Course’ on Saturday 19 March from 
11am-12.30pm at St Michael’s, Hayling Rise, Worthing BN13 3AL in the parish hall and church. Numbers are limited. 
Please book by contacting Deacon Mark Woods on email mark.woods@abdiocese.org.uk or tel: 01903 877801.  
A further session will be available in May. 
 
8. EDGE YOUTH GROUP will be meeting this Sunday, 20th February, in the Barn, from 6.00 until 730 pm.  All young 
people 11+ welcome. Contact Niall for more information  nfarrell@stromeros.co.uk. 

9. MARY’S MEALS; Suddenly had the message to send off 100 Back Packs but need soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
flannels, and serviceable children’s shoes.  Just these items for now but your help will be much appreciated. Thank you. 

10. TURNING TIDES (WCHP): Items needed: Carton Milk, Honey, Fruit Juices, Tinned Vegetarian Meals, Tinned 
Meals, Pot Noodles, Pasta in Sauce, Instant Noodles, Small Carton Juices, Coffee, Cooking Oil, Cling Film,.  Many 
thanks to those who are so generous in their donations. (Sadly we are no longer able to deliver clothes and other such 
goods.  
 

FATHER LIAM SAYS:  Truth, we are often reminded, can be stranger than fiction.  I recently learned about a young 
Irish girl who was left standing at the altar by an Italian man who later became one of the most influential Popes of all time.  
When he met and fell in love with his bride to be he was a young nobleman, Count Mastai Ferretti, a member of the Noble 
guard, which was at the service of the Pope.  He became Pope in 1846 and took the name Pius – Pius IX widely known 
as Pio Nono.  Nono does not refer to his failure to turn up for his marriage but to the fact that he was the ninth Pope to 
take the name Pius. 
Who was the young girl left stranded at the altar?  She was Harriet Foster whose father had become the Church of Ireland 
Bishop of Cork in1789.  Harriet was one of five sisters renowned for their beauty.  An elder sister had a very unhappy 
marriage to an Italian Count in Florence whom she had married against her parents wishes.  When the Count died his 
widow, the Countess de Salis returned to Ireland in poor health and suffering from depression.  A major cause of her 
depression was the fact that she had been kept a virtual prisoner in her room by the Count de Salis.  Her doctors in Ireland 
told her that returning to Florence would help her healing process.  She insisted that she would go only if accompanied by 
her sister Harriet.  Her parents were anxious that Harriet should not get married abroad and the Countess had to promise 
that that would not happen.  The sisters went to Florence and the Countess regained her health.  Harriet however had 
caught the eye of Count Mastai Ferretti.  To honour her pledge to her parents the Countess took Harriet away from 
Florence to Rome.  Harriet now felt miserable at being parted from the love of her life so her sister wrote to Ferretti telling 
him that he may see Harriet again.  Ferretti rushed to Harriet’s side  and very soon he proposed to her.  We know of these 
events through a relative of the Foster family, Edward Hawtrey who was headmaster and later Provost of Eton College.  
He told the story to the English writer Augustus Hare who featured it in his memoir, The Story of my Life, published in the 
late 19th Century. 
The Wedding Day was fixed, the wedding dress was made, the wedding feast was prepared.  The countess wrote to her 
parents in Cork telling them that she had to break her vow to them and that Harriet was going to marry Count Mastai – 
who was very honourable, noble, chivalrous, generous, the opposite to what her own husband had been.  The countess 
ensured that the letter was sent to Ireland too late for them to halt the wedding.  Harriet followed the Roman custom of the 
time by arriving at the altar first.  The church was the fabulously ornate Church of San Luigi Dei Francesi, which boasted 
paintings by Caravaggio.  Harriet was surrounded by friends, clad in a beautiful wedding dress.  But Count Mastai Ferretti 
never turned up.  Hawtrey summed up the situation: ‘He never came, he never came at all – she never, never, never heard 
from him again. 
Hawtrey tells what happened. The family of Count Mastai opposed the marriage.  He was sent on a mission to the West 
Indies.  ‘Letters were intercepted and he was induced to believe that Miss Foster had ceased to care about him.’  By 1819 
he had become a priest and became Pope in 1846.  Harriet died in 1856.  Pius IX at the time of his election was moderate 
and progressive.  The Pope up to that time was also temporal Ruler of the Papal States.  But it was a time of great 
turbulence and there was a strong movement afoot for the Unification of Italy.  Pope Nono became more and more at 
odds with the times.  He called a General Council of the Church in 1879 – The Vatican Council which took place in very 
menacing circumstances, politically and militarily.  The Council had to be abruptly ended in 1870 but not before the Dogma 
of Papal Infallibility had been proclaimed.  Pius IX died in 1878 – having been Pope for 32 years – the longest papacy in 
history.  In 1850 he had restored the hierarchy to England.  Since the time of Elizabeth I there had been no Catholic 
Dioceses allowed in the country.  In 1856 Pio Nono proclaimed the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady – 
that Mary was free from all taint of sin from her conception in the womb of her mother.  Pio Nono has been beatified and 
is Blessed Pius IX. 
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