
 Parish OF THE ENGLISH MARTYRS Goring Way                             24.10.2021                                              
Father Liam O’Connor, 37 Compton Avenue,  Goring-by-Sea, West Sussex. BN12 4UE  
Presbytery 01903 242624 / Church repository 01903 506890  
Email: emgoring@english-martyrs.co.uk       Website: www.english-martyrs.co.uk     
Deacon Gary Bevans 01903 503514            
Arundel & Brighton Diocesan Trust is a Registered Charity No: 25287 
   

Thirtieth Sunday of the Year 
 
Saturday          23rd     6.00 pm     Andrew Kelly RIP & the intentions of the Kelly & Jacob Families 
Sunday            24th      8.15am     John Iago RIP 
                                 10.30 am     Deceased members of the O’Brian-Isaacs Family 
Monday            25th     9.30 am     The Parish 
Tuesday           26th     9.30 am     Fred McGinn RIP 
                                  7.00 pm      Choir Practice 
Wednesday     27th     9.30 am     Anne & Mike Steere RIP 
Thursday         28th     9.30 am     Patrick Murphy RIP 
Friday              29th     9.15 am     REQUIEM FOR GEORGIA LITTLE RIP 
                                 12.00 noon FUNERAL SERVICE FOR MARY ROSE RIP 
Saturday         30th      6.00 pm     Dawn Copping RIP 
Sunday           31st      8.15 am     Dawn Copping RIP 
             10.30 am      Peter Baldwin RIP 
        

SATURDAY: Reconciliation: 10.15–10.45 am and 5.15 – 5.45 pm 
 

TODAY’S READINGS:  Jeremiah 31:7-9, Hebrews 5:1-6, Mark 10:46-52 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Deuteronomy 6:2-6; Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 12:28-34 
 

COLLECTIONS:   Church: £307      Digital collection £35     Thank you for your generosity.                    
This weekend there will be a Second Collection for MISSIO.  Please see Note 6 

This may be Gift Aided using ONLY the special MISSIO envelopes available in both porches 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Ken & Liz Harvey, Anne O’Halloran, Sienna Coates, Franca Villa, 
Kathleen Brennan, Chris Judge, Brian Caplin.  Siobhan Isaacs, Valerie Halley, Pat Duggan, Tony Grana, Sister 
Raymond, Liz Harvey, John Smith, Mick Brouder,  Eileen Beech, Ian Threlfall, Thomas Duggan, Len Argent, Sister 
Catherine Lai, Justin Gould, Rose Little, Lelia Murray, Mary Murphy, Margaret Birch, Lita Yong, Patrick  Ryan, Brenda 
Peazold, Mary Wessel, Gina Palermo,  Joan Cutmore,  Gordon Milne, Alfred Deacon, Roni Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Bill 
Hogg, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Kerry McStravick, Lydia Van Melsen 

 
2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: GEORGIA LITTLE and those whose anniversaries occur about now: Laurence 
McCarthy, Keith Adams, Walter Leach, Zaza Field, Canon Bernard Thom, Patricia Hennessy, Patricia Ferin,  Reginald 
Mosely, Constance Clark, Kathleen Hope, Giuseppina Pryke, Jean Murphy, Tony Sassi, Roy Bellm, Brian Hayes, Donald 
Rodrigues, Doris Hayes.       May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
 
3. PLEASE REMEMBER to be sure to follow the COVID rules, masks, hand-sanitiser, social distancing, taking all papers 
away with you, hymn books returned to either porch AND, most importantly, going to Holy Communion row by row – out 
one end of the bench and back by the other end.   
 
5. CRAFTALONG:  Please join us for an afternoon of fun on Wednesday 27 October from 2pm to 4pm in the Barn.  We 
will be making birthday cards and Christmas cards.  There will be tea and cake and a raffle. It will be completely free but 
there will be a box for donations.   If you don't fancy card making,  please pop in for a cuppa and cake. Everyone is very 
welcome. This will be the first Parish social event since March 2020.  All the proceeds will be divided and given to 
charities which we support as a Parish. Please help make this a success. Contact Frances Boylan on 01903 610402 for 
more information. 
 

6.TODAY IS WORLD MISSION SUNDAY and is being celebrated in every Catholic Parish around the world today!  It 
supports missionaries who work alongside communities that are poor or in need, regardless of their background or belief.  
Missio is the Pope’s charity for world mission.   Please pray for the mission of the Church throughout the world and give 
what you can to this very important collection which will sustain the future of our Church.  Please call 02078 219755 (office 
hours) or visit Missio’s website to give a single gift, set up a Direct Debit and Gift Aid your donation, if possible: 
mission.org.uk 
 
9. TRAIN AS A RELATIONSHIP COUNSELLOR with Marriage Care.  Catholic Marriage Care are the largest faith-based 
relationship support specialists in the UK.  We are looking for empathetic listeners who would like to train and volunteer 
with us as relationship counsellors and make a world of difference to couples and families. 
For more information please visit: www.marriagecare.org.uk/crc   

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/
http://www.marriagecare.org.uk/crc


10. TURNING TIDES (WCHP): Items needed: Cereal bars,  Sugar, Coffee,  Small Juices, Cooking Oil, Squash,                              
Carton Milk, Crisps.  also Hand Sanitisers, Liquid Soaps, Shampoo, Toilet Rolls, Kitchen Rolls, Toilet Cleaner,                        
Washing Powder, Washing Liquid, Cream Cleaner, Black Sacks, Sandwich Bags, Ante-Bac Spray, Cereal 
Bowls, Small Tents, Bath Towels. Single Duvets.   Men’s Jeans, Jogging Bottoms, (Small/Medium) Men’s 
Boxers (New please)   Many thanks to those who are so generous in their donations. 
 
11. MARY’S MEALS: Once again you are asked to keep all your generous donations to Mary’s Meals until the 
problems of the delivery of the packs have been overcome.  It would seem that the problems with transport 
and distribution of goods is not confined to Great Britain!  When the backlog has been overcome we look 
forward to receiving all your offerings. 
 

FATHER LIAM SAYS: Christianity in Britain goes back a long way.  We don’t know a great deal about how it was 
organised and lived out in the early centuries.  After exploratory raids by Julius Caesar the Emperor Claudius undertook 
the conquest of Britain in 43 AD.  The occupation was to last for three hundred and sixty years – a span as long as that 
which now divides us from the time of the death of Oliver Cromwell and the Restoration of the Monarchy under Charles II.  
During much of that time Christianity was declared to be illegal throughout the Empire.  The emperors wished to be 
regarded as gods and have worship offered to them.  This was a powerful way to exercise control over their subjects.  
Because Christians only worshipped God they were persecuted and many were martyred.  Jews too of course would not 
worship the emperor but Judaism existed long before Caesar and Rome was wise enough not to unnecessarily attack 
Judaism. 
The Emperor Constantine was baptised only on his death bed but before this, in 313 he lifted the prohibition on Christianity 
and allowed it to function publicly and to have permanent places of worship.  In the following year there was an important 
Council of the Church at Arles in France.  Three bishops from Britain attended – bishops described as being ‘in’ the cities 
of London, York and Lincoln.  They would not have been bishops of these cities.  There were no dioceses then but there 
were obviously Christian communities throughout Britain.  Over the course of over three and a half centuries the people 
of Britain would have regarded themselves as Romans.  But as the fourth century progressed the Picts and Saxons and 
Angels broke through the Roman defences and dealt a serious blow not only to the Roman Empire but also to Christianity. 
When the Romans left Britain many British Christians fled to Wales to escape the reach of the Saxon Kings.  Christianity 
flourished in Wales, helped by a constant interchange of missionaries between Wales and Cornwall and Brittany.  The 
Church became entrenched in the south of Wales and by the western sea and avoided contact with the rest of Britain and 
their Saxon rulers.  So no missionary effort from Wales took place to bring the faith back to the places from which the 
barbarian Anglo-Saxons had driven them.  Two new factors now greatly altered the scene. 
In 563 the Irish missionary Columba also called Columcille brought Christianity to Iona, an island off the west Highland 
coast – an event that led to the spreading of the gospel in the north of Britain where the great monastery on Lindisfarne 
became a powerful source of influence.  Thirty-four years later Pope Gregory the Great sent Augustine together with 40 
monks from Rome to Kent.  They landed near where Canterbury now stands in 597 and established their base there.  
Before he became Pope, Gregory had been abbot of a Roman monastery.  It was from that same monastery that he chose 
these great missionaries to re-establish the Church in the South of Britain.  Christianity flourished in Ireland which was 
beyond the reach of not only the Roman Emperor but also of the Angels and the Saxons that invaded Britain.  St Patrick 
came to Ireland as a bishop in 432 and established many monasteries there.  Ireland was free from Barbarian attacks. 
Most of Europe also was overrun by various tribes wreaking devastation on the Roman Empire and on Christianity.  The 
Irish monasteries became great centres of learning and they attracted students from Britain and Europe.  This was the 
time when Ireland was known as the land of saints and scholars.  Columba brought the faith to Iona and to Scotland and 
Columban established many monasteries in Europe, some of which were famous for their sanctity and learning like St 
Gall in Switzerland and Bobbio in Italy.  Their manuscripts, metalwork and sculpture marked a truly golden age of Christian 
civilisation.   Ireland was a long way from Rome and tended to go its own way in Church matters.  The Church in Rome 
found it hard to communicate with places like Ireland, which was regarded as the end of the earth.  No country was known 
to exist west of Ireland.  Augustine on the other hand was a Roman, immersed in Roman liturgy and culture.  Things were 
done differently in Rome than  in Ireland.  The most important point of difference was the dating of Easter.  This became 
an increasingly great problem as Christians formed by Irish influence mingled more and more with Christians from a 
Roman background.  People from the same village or even the same  household might celebrate Easter at different time.  
Some would be observing Lent while their neighbours would be celebrating Easter.  Things had to be sorted out. 
In 664 a synod was held at Whitby to resolve the matter.  Colman, the Scottish bishop and abbot of Lindisfarne supported 
the practice which his church had received from St Columba, its founder.  Wilfrid the bishop and abbot of Ripon was firmly 
on the Roman side.  Oswy, the King of Northumbria asked Colman if the Keys of the Kingdom of heaven had been given 
to Columba as they had been given to Peter?  Colman replied ‘No’.  ‘Then,’ said the King, ‘if Peter is the door-keeper I will 
never contradict him, lest when I come to the gates, there should be no-one to open them’.  So the Roman practice 
prevailed and the decision was important. If it had gone the other way it would have constituted a great barrier between 
Britain and the rest of Europe and the growth of Christianity would have been impeded. 
Wilfred is one of the patrons of our diocese because of his connection with Selsey but he was a very difficult character.  
Two archbishops of Canterbury found him impossible and St Hilda, the abbess of Whitby, was no fan of his.   But the great 
figures of the northern Church , St Chad, St Hilda, and St Cuthbert and St Colman loyally accepted the decision but 
Wilfrid’s arrogance did not help to heal the rift.  Whitby was a very notable Abbey.  Like many others it was a double  
monastery of women and men with an abbess in overall authority.  The Council of Whitby really showed its worth soon 
afterwards under the guidance of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Theodore  of Tarsus,  a Greek monk, with the African 
abbot at his side and St Hilda his English advisor.  It was Catholicism truly in action.  



 
 


