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Twenty-Fifth Sunday of the Year 
 
Saturday         18th    6.00 pm     Mary Ryan RIP & Intentions of Ryan & Jacob families 
Sunday           19th     8.15am     Bernard Bandy RIP 
                               10.30 am     Neil Halley RIP 
Monday          20th    9.30 am     Elizabeth Hoskins RIP 
                                 1.00 pm     REQUIEM FOR ELIZABETH HOSKINS RIP 
Tuesday         21st    9.30 am     The Parish 
                                7.00 pm      Choir Practice 
Wednesday    22nd    9.30 am     Intention of Jesuin 
Thursday       23rd    9.30 am      Intention of Twinkle 
               12.30 pm     REQUIEM FOR ANNE STEERE RIP 
Friday            24th     9.30 am     Simon & Joan Cleere RIP  
Saturday        25th    6.00 pm     The Parish 
Sunday          26th    8.15 am      Pamela Simblett RIP 
           10.30 am      Michael Farrell RIP 
        

SATURDAY: Reconciliation: 10.15–10.45 am and 5.15 – 5.45 pm 
 

TODAY’S READINGS:  Wisdom 2:12, 17-20, James 3:16 – 4:3, Mark 9:30-37 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Numbers 11:25-29, James 5: 1-6, Mark 9: 38-43, 45, 47-48 
 

COLLECTIONS:   Church:£294 
       Digital collection £64     Thank you for your generosity.                    

 There will be a Second Collection this Sunday for Home Missions – Not Gift-Aided  
   

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Joan Williams, Kathleen Brennan, Chris Judge, Brian Caplin.  Siobhan 
Isaacs, Valerie Halley, Pat Duggan, Anne O’Halloran, Tony Grana, Sister Raymond, Liz Harvey, John Smith, Mick 
Brouder,  Eileen Beech, Ian Threlfall, Thomas Duggan, Len Argent, Sister Catherine Lai, Justin Gould, Rose Little, Lelia 
Murray, Mary Murphy, Margaret Birch, Lita Yong, Patrick  Ryan, Brenda Peazold, Mary Wessel, Gina Palermo,  Joan 
Cutmore,  Gordon Milne, Alfred Deacon, Roni Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Bill Hogg, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  
Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Kerry McStravick, Lydia Van Melsen 
 
2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: JOHN IAGO and those whose anniversaries occur about now: Roy Parker, 
Stanley Wakeling, Baby George Birks, Kenneth Munro, John Tuohy, Alice Hoppe, Shepherd Wadsworth, Anne Rose, 
Michael Irving, Ray McGlone, Patricia Knox, Betty Hayes, Mary Empson, Anne Casement, Theresa Steer, Joy Wood, 
Patricia Brown, Kathleen Tyler, Pamela Simblett.   May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
 
3. WELCOME TO ANY VISITORS to our Parish this weekend.  We do hope that you have enjoyed your stay 
 
4. ST OSCAR ROMERO SUMMER FAIR - Saturday, 25th September 2021- 11am- 3pm .  You are warmly invited to 
our summer fair on Saturday, 25th September 2021 from 11am- 3pm. There will be live music and dance, lots of 
stalls, raffle, games for all ages including a bouncy castle and 'Wipe Out'. Food and drink will be available including a 
BBQ and PIMMS Bar. Come and support us as we raise money for our school. All welcome  
 
5. ST OSCAR ROMERO OPEN EVENING - St Oscar Romero Open Evening - Wednesday, 6th October- 6pm.  
St Oscar Romero is a thriving Catholic secondary school, rated 'Outstanding' in every category in our Diocesan 
Inspection, offering a first class education. You are warmly invited to our Open Evening on Wednesday, 6th October 
at 6pm. Open Morning tours are also available on October 8th, 11th, 12th , 13th , 14th & 15th at 9am and can be 
booked via Eventbrite.  
 

6.  WOT NO STEWARDS?  Our Stewards have done sterling work for many months and for that we 
thank them most sincerely.  So now it is up to each of us to be sure to follow the COVID rules, masks, 
hand-sanitiser, social distancing, taking all papers away with you, hymn books returned to either porch 
AND, most importantly, going to Holy Communion row by row – out one end of the bench and back 
by the other end.  We need welcomers and people to collect up the hymn books and leave them in 

neat piles on the table after 6.00 pm Mass and away in the cupboards after 10.30 Mass.  Could that be you? 
 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/


7. APF RED BOX HOLDERS please return your red boxes for counting.  You can leave them in the Front Porch for 
Teresa to collect and count.  If you have difficulty bringing the box to church please phone 243401 and we will arrange 
collection 
 
8. REFRESHMENTS AFTER 10.30 MASS will return this Sunday,  TRAIDCRAFT will return on Sunday 3rd October 
and Friendship in the Barn will return on Friday 8th October.  It would be great to hear from more volunteers for any of 
these activities. 
 
9. THERE IS A THREE-DAY EVENT at Berwick Church this weekend.  It is in celebration of the restoration of murals 
that had been painted by the Bloomsbury Artists.  (Maybe if you Googled them there might be interesting information 
as to who they were.)  There will be talks by experts and newly commissioned artists.  On the Sunday there will be a 
hike along the Cuckmere Pilgrims Path.  It is a chance to mix with artists and those engaged in religious art in our own 
locality.  Tickets available from www.artandchristianity.org/upcoming-events 
 
10.. MARY’S MEALS: We need  Toothpaste, Flannels and serviceable towels (any size).   If you have sandals, flip-
flops, trainers, shoes – age 3 – 14 years only - that still have life in them please place them in the collection container 
for Mary’s Meals in the West Porch.  They are much needed.  Many thanks to all who so generously contribute to these 
backpacks as they enable children to go to school and be fed a nourishing meal.   
 

FATHER LIAM SAYS:  For the past fifty years there has been a gradual decline – year on year – in  the numbers taking 
part in Sunday Mass in parishes all over Western Europe and beyond.  In many parts of the world the numbers have 
grown and continue to grow considerably – at least up to the time of COVID 19. 
Long before this pandemic our church here in Britain has been a different and smaller church than before.  The challenge 
we face is to make it a more faithful and prayerful church.  I think that our recent trials have caused us to see more 
clearly our own need for salvation and the need of our broken world for healing.  Our confidence is in the gift we possess.  
In the words of Pope Francis: ‘We have a treasure of life and love which cannot deceive and a message which cannot 
mislead or disappoint.  It is a truth which is never out of date because it reaches that part of us which nothing else can 
reach’. (The Joy of the Gospel, 265)  This is our mission – to share this treasure of life and love that comes from God 
and from our belonging to the family of the Church.  We are called to constantly rediscover this pearl of great price. 
Prayer is the key to a renewal of our Church.  It is important to keep this in mind as we go forward and face the 
challenges around us.  Pope Francis emphasised this in his General Audience at Easter.  ‘Changes in the Church 
without prayer are not changes made by the Church.  They are changes made by groups.  Everything in the Church 
originates in prayer and everything grows, thanks to prayer.  This is the Church’s essential task: to pray and to teach 
how to pray. Without faith everything collapses and without prayer everything is extinguished.’ 
Over the next weeks and months we will be hearing from the Bishops of England and Wales and in particular from our 
own Bishop, more information about the Synod of Bishops that Pope Francis has proposed.  The Synod will come to a 
head two years from now when a representative number of bishops from each country or large area will meet in Rome.  
This will take place only at the end of a process which begins in each diocese of the world at the end of this month.  
Each parish is meant to be involved in this Synod.  Synods of Bishops have been part of the Church’s life for the past 
fifty years – ever since the end of the Second Vatican council.  For the most part they did not involve members of the 
Church at local level.  Nor did they have much of an impact on the life of the Church.  They were very much directed by 
the Vatican.  But Pope Francis has been trying to make Synods much more transparent and influential in the life of 
dioceses and parishes and individuals throughout the world.  For Pope Francis the very essence of what a Synod 
means is summed up in the literal meaning of the two Greek words ‘syn’ which means ‘together’ and ‘odos’ which 
means ‘path’.  So the word Synod means ‘walking together’. 
In his booklet ‘Let us Dream’ Pope Francis says ‘What characterises a synodal path is the role of the Holy Spirit.  We 
listen, we discuss in groups, but above all we pay attention to what the Spirit has to say to us’ (p85).  Francis is inviting 
us to trust that the Spirit actually wants to be engaged in shaping our insights and our decisions and is leading us in a 
new direction, different from anything we might have previously hoped for or expected. 
The culmination of the Synod is in October 2023 – two years from now.  The Pope has had this synod in his sights for 
some time and he has not wished to rush into it.  He wants there to be time for reflection, prayer and consultation in 
every Catholic diocese worldwide.  This is to be guided by a questionnaire.  This diocesan stage is meant to be 
completed by April next year.  This will be followed by a consultation of the national group pf bishops, leading to 
consideration by the bishops of each Continent before finally the global meeting in Rome.  Everyone in the Church has 
a limited perspective.  We must all listen to and learn from one another.  Pope Francis was very wise to give time for 
the Synod to run its course.  He took the unusual step of postponing the global meeting of bishops from 2022 to 2023.  
Apart from giving more time for deep and extensive involvement in the process of the Synod by the whole church, he 
would also perhaps have been hoping that there would be an opportunity for bishop to deepen their reflections on the 
way forward. 
Over the four years of Vatican II there was a very significant education of the bishops.  They spent most of that time 
each year back in their dioceses.  Many of them would have engaged in meeting and listening to the views of 
parishioners.  They could get a sense of the faithful on the ground to the new approaches that were being suggested.  
The Holy Spirit had time to work on the bishops themselves.  Many who had been brought up on an older theology and 
spirituality were led to open themselves to fresher insights.  It is interesting that the more radical and controversial 
decisions were taken in the final session of the Council.  In walking together, please God, we will under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, pray together and grow together. 


