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Twenty-Fourth Sunday of the Year 
 
Saturday         11th    6.00 pm    Caroline Roe RIP      
Sunday           12th     8.15am    Dawn Copping RIP 
                               10.30 am     Rik Bideleux RIP 
Monday          13th    9.30 am     The Parish 
Tuesday         14th    9.30 am     Intention of Tom and Breda Byrne 
                                7.00 pm     Choir Practice 
Wednesday    15th    9.30 am     Anne Steere RIP 
Thursday       16th    9.30 am     Intention of Michael Keoghan 
Friday            17th    9.30 am      Kevin & Tom Corrigan RIP   
Saturday        18th    6.00 pm     Mary Ryan RIP & Intentions of Ryan & Jacob families 
Sunday          19th    8.15 am     Bernard Bandy RIP 
           10.30 am     Neil Halley RIP 
        

SATURDAY: Reconciliation: 10.15–10.45 am and 5.15 – 5.45 pm 
 

TODAY’S READINGS:  Isaiah 50:5-9, James 2:14-18, Mark 8:27-35 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Wisdom 2:12, 17-20, James 3:16 – 4:3, Mark 9:30-37 
 

COLLECTIONS:   Church: 262   Digital collection £70     Mary’s Meals in Haiti: £753 Thank you for your 
generosity.                    

 There will be a Second Collection next Sunday for Home Missions – Not Gift-Aided  
   

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Joan Williams, Kathleen Brennan, Chris Judge, Brian Caplin. John Iago, 
Siobhan Isaacs, Valerie Halley, Pat Duggan, Anne O’Halloran, Tony Grana, Sister Raymond, Liz Harvey, John Smith, 
Mick Brouder,  Eileen Beech, Ian Threlfall, Thomas Duggan, Len Argent, Sister Catherine Lai, Justin Gould, Rose Little, 
Lelia Murray, Mary Murphy, Margaret Birch, Lita Yong, Patrick  Ryan, Brenda Peazold, Mary Wessel, Gina Palermo,  
Joan Cutmore,  Gordon Milne, Alfred Deacon, Roni Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Bill Hogg, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  
Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Kerry McStravick, Lydia Van Melsen 
 
2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: DAWN COPPING, ANNE STEERE and those whose anniversaries occur 
about now: Florence Morrell, James Wiley, Dr John Clarke, Bob Plumtree, Philip Shave, Kathleen Foley, Richard 
Barnard, Catherine Mansfield, William Hebdige, Anthony Woodman, Hilda Smith, Alan Soper,  Bernard Bleach, Kevin 
Shiel, James Doyle, Neil Halley.   May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
 
3. WELCOME TO ANY VISITORS to our Parish this weekend.  We do hope that you have enjoyed your stay 
 
4. BELONG AND BELIEVE is a new five sessions course that will start on Tuesday 14th September at 7.00 pm via 
Zoom.  In our post-pandemic world, the need for vibrant and welcoming Christian communities has never been stronger.  
This new filmed course is a timely resource drawing on the immense wisdom and inspiration from our Celtic spiritual 
heritage helping us to find renewed faith and vision together.  These stand-alone sessions include beautiful on-location 
filming from Lindisfarne, Iona and St. David’s.  For further information please contact Jane-Anne and Dermot: 
07765403883 or email: dermot36@gmail.com 
 
5. LITTLE ANGELS MOTHER & TODDLER GROUP AND LITTLE ANGELS MUSIC GROUP return to The Barn next 
Thursday (9th) and Friday (10th) respectively, at the usual times. 
 

6.  WOT NO STEWARDS?  Our Stewards have done sterling work for many months and for that we 
thank them most sincerely.  So now it is up to each of us to be sure to follow the COVID rules, masks, 
hand-sanitiser, social distancing, taking all papers away with you, hymn books returned to either porch 
AND, most importantly, going to Holy Communion row by row – out one end of the bench and back 
by the other end.  We need welcomers and people to collect up the hymn books and leave them in 

neat piles on the table after 6.00 pm Mass and away in the cupboards after 10.30 Mass.  Could that be you? 
 
7. APF RED BOX HOLDERS please return your red boxes for counting.  You can leave them in the Front Porch for 
Teresa to collect and count.  If you have difficulty bringing the box to church please phone 243401 and we will arrange 
collection 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/


8. REFRESHMENTS AFTER 10.30 MASS will return on Sunday 19th September,   TRAIDCRAFT will return on 
Sunday 3rd October and Friendship in the Barn will return on Friday 8th October.  It would be great to hear from more 
volunteers for any of these activities. 
 
9. THERE IS A THREE-DAY EVENT at Berwick Church from 17th – 19th September.  It is in celebration of the 
restoration of murals that had been painted by the Bloomsbury Artists.  (Maybe if you Googled them there might be 
interesting information as to who they were.)  There will be talks by experts and newly commissioned artists.  On the 
Sunday there will be a hike along the Cuckmere Pilgrims Path.  It is a chance to mix with artists and those engaged in 
religious art in our own locality.  Tickets available from www.artandchristianity.org/upcoming-events 
 
10.. MARY’S MEALS: We need  Toothpaste, Flannels and serviceable towels (any size).   If you have sandals, flip-
flops, trainers, shoes that still have life in them please place them in the collection container for Mary’s Meals in the 
West Porch.  They are much needed.  Many thanks to all who so generously contribute to these backpacks as they 
enable children to go to school and be fed a nourishing meal.   
 

FATHER LIAM SAYS:  In a month from now the various dioceses around the world begin the process that will culminate 
in the Synod of Bishops meeting in Rome two years from now.  His should mean that at Parish level we are drawn into 
deliberations and consultations and discussions and prayers as we discuss the life and future of our Church at local 
level, national level and throughout the world.  This is a challenging prospect but we still await word from our bishop as 
to what shape our preparations for the Synod will take. 
There have been fears that the Bishops of England and Wales might reserve to themselves the decision on what topics 
should be taken forward to the global synod.  I hope that will not be the case.  This should be an opportunity for the 
people of God to express themselves on how they see the Church developing in the future. We must surely reflect on 
where we are – on positives and negatives of our Catholic lives – and on how we can build better in the years ahead.  
Clericalism in the Church has to be addressed.  Pope Francis has been calling for this to happen ever since he became 
Pope.  Clergy are such a small part of the Church numerically and yet they have an inordinate influence in how things 
are conducted.  Pope Francis comes from a Latin American culture which is strongly patriarchal.  It is remarkable that 
over many years he has been actively involved in combatting various injustices and abuses suffered by women.  As 
Pope he has taken some significant steps towards addressing the need to give women in the Church a bigger voice..  
Women have been appointed to ever more senior positions.  He realises that much more needs to be done – irrespective 
of the resistance within the Vatican to such moves.   
Throughout this past week from the 5th to the 12th, there has been a lay-led, women centred, event taking place in Bristol 
and online.  More than 900 people signed up to be involved with an organisation called ‘Root and Branch’.  They have 
also teamed up with similar lay-led organisations in other parts of the world.  The Bristol event included contributions 
from like-minded Catholics in the United States, Australia, India, Austria and France, among others.  This ‘synod’ in 
Bristol is taking its lead from Pope Francis who has promoted the idea of synodality throughout his papacy.  The Pope 
has intimated that he would encourage those who want to see change in the Church to take up the challenge and strive 
to make it happen. 
For some months past a number of women, including the historian Penelope Middelboe, Mary Ring and Pamela Berry, 
have been working tirelessly throughout lockdown, on Zoom, meeting in person, organising this British event.  The 
original three are certainly no longer on their own!  And they are embracing the wide array of issues – as well as the 
women’s questions.  Mary Ring says: ‘We’ve had a bishop or two and many priests get in touch with us and say privately 
that they are very interested to see what happens in Bristol.  One problem is that there’s a terrible fear among many 
clergy about supporting an initiative like ours publicly.  We would love to have brave bishops there in the hall in Bristol, 
sitting amongst us, as one of us, listening to what’s being said.’ 
One of the voices at Bristol is that of Mary McAleese.  After 14 years as President of Ireland she studied for a Doctorate 
in Canon Law at Rome’s Gregorian University and is critical of many aspects of the life of the Church in Ireland and 
globally.  Many of the organisers of the Bristol Synod ‘are fearful that the Bishops’ will decide what issues and points of 
view go forward to the Synod of Bishops in Rome,  It is important that the Bishops listen to the wide range of views that 
people have and to welcome them.  It is not only the bishops who love the Church and labour for it.   Those with different 
views should not be regarded as hostile but recognised as full and equal members of the Church by reason of their 
baptism.  (More information on the Inclusive Synod can be found at rootandbranchsynod.org   
The synodal pathway that the Church is embarking upon is a time-honoured way of working out together the way 
forward.  Synod means ‘walking together on the way’.  This approach is shown to us in the Gospel story of the two 
disciples on the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35).  It speaks of the disillusionment and desolation of those leaving 
Jerusalem in the wake of the Crucifixion.  We are told of their meeting with the stranger who leads them to a deeper 
understanding of the Scriptures.  They invite him to stay with them and they recognise him in the breaking of bread 
Pope Francis has made it clear that he is committed to ensuring that the forthcoming synod will be one which all the 
members of the Church are encouraged to be actively involved.  He wishes it to be an exercise in Community 
discernment.  We are not just meant to use our reasoning powers and prudence as we seek to find the way forward.  
We are, he says, seeking ‘a glimpse of that unique and mysterious plan that God has for each of us’.  For him 
discernment calls for more than common-sense.  It is in fact a gift of the Spirit.’    We seek the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit so that what is proposed is fully in conformity with what Jesus would want us to do.  In his booklet ‘Let us Dream’ 
(p85) Francis says: ‘What characterises a synodal path is the role of the Holy Spirit.  We listen, we discuss in groups, 
but above all we pay attention to what the Spirit has to say to us’. 

 


