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Twenty-Third Sunday of the Year 
 
Saturday          4th    6.00 pm     Muriel Cooper RIP      
Sunday            5th     8.15am     The Parish 
                              10.30 am     Christopher Hatton RIP 
Monday           6th    9.30 am     Intention of Alexander 
Tuesday          7th    9.30 am     Bridie Coleman RIP 
                               7.00 pm     Choir Practice 
Wednesday     8th    9.30 am     Intention of Christi  
Thursday        9th    9.30 am     Intention of Sini 
Friday            10th    9.30 am     Intention of Gina    
Saturday        11th    6.00 pm     Caroline Roe RIP 
Sunday          12th    8.15 am     The Parish 
           10.30 am     Rik Bideleux RIP 
        

SATURDAY: Reconciliation: 10.15–10.45 am and 5.15 – 5.45 pm 
 

TODAY’S READINGS:  Isaiah 35:4-7, James 2:1-5, Mark 7:31-37 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Isaiah 50:5-9, James 2:14-18, Mark 8:27-35 
 

COLLECTIONS:   Church: £306 Digital collection £116      Thank you for your generosity. 
                    

 There will be a Second Collection this Sunday for Mary’s Meals in Haiti.    
Special Gift Aid Forms available in both Porches. 

   

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Kathleen Brennan, Chris Judge, Brian Caplin. John Iago, Siobhan Isaacs, 
Valerie Halley, Pat Duggan, Anne O’Halloran, Tony Grana, Sister Raymond, Liz Harvey, John Smith, Mick Brouder,  
Eileen Beech, Ian Threlfall, Thomas Duggan, Len Argent, Sister Catherine Lai, Justin Gould, Rose Little, Lelia Murray, 
Mary Murphy, Anne Steere, Margaret Birch, Lita Yong, Patrick  Ryan, Brenda Peazold, Mary Wessel, Gina Palermo,  
Joan Cutmore,  Gordon Milne, Alfred Deacon, Roni Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Bill Hogg, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  
Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Kerry McStravick, Lydia Van Melsen 
 
2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY and those whose anniversaries occur about now: Frank Foy, Veronica Brown, 
Kate Harvey, Maureen Casey, William Middleton, Edward Rees, William Middleton, Edward Rees, Jolanta Strachen, 
Ted Short, Roy Parker, Desmond Healey, Cyril Price, Pat Hare.  May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
 
3. WELCOME TO ANY VISITORS to our Parish this weekend.  We do hope that you have enjoyed your stay 
 
4. BELONG AND BELIEVE is a new five sessions course that will start on Tuesday 14th September at 7.00 pm via 
Zoom.  In our post-pandemic world, the need for vibrant and welcoming Christian communities has never been stronger.  
This new filmed course is a timely resource drawing on the immense wisdom and inspiration from our Celtic spiritual 
heritage helping us to find renewed faith and vision together.  These stand-alone sessions include beautiful on-location 
filming from Lindisfarne, Iona and St. David’s.  For further information please contact Dermot: 01903 502070 
 
5. LITTLE ANGELS MOTHER & TODDLER GROUP AND LITTLE ANGELS MUSIC GROUP return to The Barn next 
Thursday (9th) and Friday (10th) respectively, at the usual times. 
 
6. HYMN BOOKS RETURN this weekend.  Please will the Saturday 6.00 pm Mass goers collect one on your way in 
through the Front Porch and leave them in a neat pile at the end of the bench as you leave.  The Sunday 10.30 am 
Mass goers should then find hymn books at the end of the bench and you are asked to put them on the table in the 
Front Porch if you are leaving that way or on the trolley by the door of the West Porch if you are leaving that way.  We 
will then need a few kind-hearted people to gather them up and put them away in the cupboard, remembering Social 
Distancing throughout.  I would remind everyone that it is important that you take the Newsletter and Sunday Word 
home with you and not leaved them lying around on the benches.  Many thanks for your help. 
 
7. APF RED BOX HOLDERS please return your red boxes for counting.  You can leave them in the Front Porch for 
Teresa to collect and count.  If you have difficulty bringing the box to church please phone 243401 and we will arrange 
collection 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/


8. REFRESHMENTS AFTER 10.30 MASS will return on Sunday 19th September,   TRAIDCRAFT will return on 
Sunday 3rd October and Friendship in the Barn will return on Friday 8th October.  It would be great to hear from more 
volunteers for any of these activities. 
 
9. THERE IS A THREE-DAY EVENT at Berwick Church from 17th – 19th September.  It is in celebration of the 
restoration of murals that had been painted by the Bloomsbury Artists.  (Maybe if you Googled them there might be 
interesting information as to who they were.)  There will be talks by experts and newly commissioned artists.  On the 
Sunday there will be a hike along the Cuckmere Pilgrims Path.  It is a chance to mix with artists and those engaged in 
religious art in our own locality.  Tickets available from www.artandchristianity.org/upcoming-events 
 
10.. MARY’S MEALS: We need  Toothpaste, Flannels and serviceable towels (any size).   If you have sandals, flip-
flops, trainers, shoes that still have life in them please place them in the collection container for Mary’s Meals in the 
West Porch.  They are much needed.  Many thanks to all who so generously contribute to these backpacks as they 
enable children to go to school and be fed a nourishing meal.   
 
11. TURNING TIDES (WCHP): Items needed: Cereal bars,  Sugar, Coffee,  Small Juices, Cooking Oil, Squash,                              
Carton Milk, Crisps.  also Hand Sanitisers, Liquid Soaps, Shampoo, Toilet Rolls, Kitchen Rolls, Toilet Cleaner,                        
Washing Powder, Washing Liquid, Cream Cleaner, Black Sacks, Sandwich Bags, Ante-Bac Spray, Cereal Bowls,                      
Small Tents, Bath Towels. Single Duvets.   Men’s Jeans, Jogging Bottoms, (Small/Medium) Men’s Boxers (New 
please)   Many thanks to those who are so generous in their donations. 
  

FATHER LIAM SAYS:  Can you remember life before lockdown?  Over the past eighteen months we have had to live 
with lots of pandemic related restrictions looking forward to the time when life would return to ‘normal’.  Please God, we 
are getting there!  To take Sunday Mass as an example: this Sunday we begin to have Altar Servers again.  We thank 
Judi Abbott for training some new volunteers to the ranks and for refreshing the memories of some older hands.  
Hopefully we will build up our numbers as we go along. 
Also we will have more readers at weekend Masses.  Rather than having just one reader for the scripture readings and 
intercessions we will once again revert to having two as it emphasises the importance of the ministry and promotes 
greater participation.  We will need more readers and it is important that we have a good mix of ministers.  We belong 
to the Catholic Church – we are universal.  At a local level too our community embrace people of many national 
backgrounds and we would like to encourage more of them to take on various ministries.  We hope that there will be 
training sessions arranged on a Deanery basis for more Ministers of the Eucharist.  For the past eighteen months the 
number involved has been very limited.  Even before we return to having Holy Communion from the chalice we need 
more Ministers of the Eucharist.  The need will be much greater when we get to that stage.  Having more people from 
various national backgrounds will be one way in which we can work towards a ‘new normal’. 
We would welcome people to volunteer for all kinds of involvement in the church.  Reading, flower arranging, money 
counting, banking the money, Welcomers at the church door, helping in the Barn for refreshments after the 10.30 Mass 
and Friday afternoon tea, welcoming people who come to view the ceiling, helping in the Repository, joining the choir, 
offering your musical talents, etc.  When it comes to Ministers of the Eucharist we don’t ask people to volunteer because 
of the special nature of that Ministry.  I would welcome suggestions from the congregation as to people you think I might 
approach asking them to consider being a Minister of the Eucharist.  In pre-pandemic times I tended to bring Holy 
Communion in most cases to people unable to come to church.  I am gradually beginning to resume doing this now but 
perhaps more of the Ministers of Holy communion could share in this privileged task. 
I am sure there are many initiatives we as a Parish could usefully be considering.  We will soon arrange an Open 
Meeting of the Parish in the Barn.  For some years now rather than having a few parishioners being members of the 
Parish Council we, like many Parishes, have Parish in Council meetings.  I think that they have proved to be very 
productive and a number of initiatives of great benefit to the Parish have resulted.  We need to get started on them 
again – soon! 
We should grasp this time as a new beginning.  Pope Francis has set in train a series of events leading to the Synod of 
the Church.  Every Diocese throughout the world is called to be involved.  Beginning next month we as part of the 
Diocese should be part of this preparation.  No doubt Bishop Richard will try to rally the Parishes and Deaneries of his 
Diocese to respond to this great initiative of Pope Francis.  Like you, I await enlightenment from on high.  But it is a  
significant time for the Church to awaken to the new challenges of our time. 
I am reminded of the motto of the Seminary in Kilkenny that I attended for a short time.  It was in Latin, of course, but it 
came from the Song of Songs: ‘For see, winter is past, the rains are over and gone’ (2:11).  The Song goes on: ‘The 
flowers appear on the earth, the season of glad songs has come, the cooing of the turtle dove is heard in our land.’  
Like many seminaries in these countries, St Kieran’s, Kilkenny was founded shortly after Catholic Emancipation in 1829.  
The motto gave expression to the intense feeling of optimism in the Catholic Church in what was then known as ‘the 
British Isles’.  The Song of Songs – or he Canticle of Canticles – is a series of love songs in which two lovers are now 
united, now divided.  It is often understood as referring to the love-story of God and his people Israel.  ‘My Beloved lifts 
up his voice, he says to me, ‘Come then, my love, my lovely one, come.  For see, winter is past’.’ 
St Kiernan’s Seminary – like so many others – no longer trains candidates for the priesthood.  St John’s Seminary, 
Wonersh is the latest to close.  But the task of the Church remains the same and, as always, is the task of all the 
baptised.  The word ‘Church’ means ‘those who are called’.  It is the Lord who calls us and we trust in him. 
 

 


