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The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
 
Saturday         14th     6.00 pm     Intention of Cecilia Suarez 
Sunday           15th     8.15am     Ann Bandy RIP 
                               10.30 am     The Parish 
                                 6.00 pm     Polish Mass     
Monday          16th    9.30 am     No Mass 
Tuesday        1 7th    9.30 am     Anne Steere (ill) 
                                7.00 pm     Choir Practice 
Wednesday    18th    9.30 am     Lottie Mae RIP 
Thursday       19th    9.30 am     Holy Souls 
Friday             20th    9.30 am    Jane Melhuish (ill)  
Saturday         21st    6.00 pm     Nell & Bill O’Keeffe RIP 
Sunday          22nd    8.15 am     Stella Doll RIP 
           10.30 am      The Parish 
    

SATURDAY: Reconciliation: 10.15–10.45 am and 5.15 – 5.45 pm 
 

TODAY’S READINGS:  Apocalypse 11:19, 12:1-6.10; 1 Corinthians 15:20-26; Luke 1:39-56 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Joshua 24:1-2, 15-18; Ephesians 5: 21-32; John 6:60-69 
 

COLLECTIONS:   Church: £256 + £ digital collection      Thank you for your generosity. 
   

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Brian Caplin. John Iago, Siobhan Isaacs, Valerie Halley, Pat Duggan, Anne 
O’Halloran, Tony Grana, Sister Raymond, Liz Harvey, John Smith, Mick Brouder,  Eileen Beech, Ian Threlfall, Thomas 
Duggan, Len Argent, Sister Catherine Lai, Justin Gould, Rose Little, Lelia Murray, Mary Murphy, Anne Steere, Margaret 
Birch, Lita Yong, Patrick  Ryan, Brenda Peazold, Mary Wessel, Gina Palermo, Elizabeth Hoskins, Joan Cutmore,   
Gordon Milne, Alfred Deacon, Roni Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Bill Hogg, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  Winifred Lyons, 
Yvette Allen, Kerry McStravick, Lydia Van Melsen 
 
2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: CHRISTOPHER HATTON and those whose anniversaries occur about now: 
Christine Nolan. Max Bullock, Renee Russell, Lottie-Mae, Ann Bandy, Toal Gallagher, Ralph Murphy, Raymond Hamill, 
Gordon Kennedy, Margaret McDade, Patricia Tuttlebee, Mary Mills, George Furman, Beryl Hockmuth, Alan Beech, Anne 
Beagley, Pauline Stocking, John Smith, Joan Jacobs.     May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
 
3. WELCOME TO ANY VISITORS to our Parish this weekend.  We do hope that you have enjoyed your stay 
 
4. A SLOWLY RE-AWAKENING CHURCH: News on the grapevine is that The Little Angels and the Little Angels Music 
Groups will be returning soon as will Friendship in the Barn.  To achieve this all the cupboards in the kitchen need to be 
emptied, the utensils, crockery and cutlery washed and dried and replaced.  In addition the ‘Back Cupboard’ needs a 
really good sort out.  THE ‘GREAT BIG CLEAN UP’ is planned to achieve these tasks on Saturday 21st August from 
10.00am.  Please just turn up to the Barn at any time during the morning and give an hour or two of your time and these 
sizeable jobs will soon be done! 
 
5. HUGE THANKS to Marie Davidson for all that she has done to ensure that the church is cleaned in preparation for 
the weekend Masses.  Marie has held the reins for the past 35 years, organising lists, cajoling new members for her 
endless teams.  She has decided that now is the time to hang up her duster.  Many thanks Marie and to all those who 
responded to your call.  In addition many thanks to those who came a week or so back and cleaned the benches so that 
the church could ‘return to normal’. 
 
6. MARY’S MEALS: We need  Toothpaste, Flannels and serviceable towels (any size).   Received a letter this morning 
thanking us for the latest 30 packs.  Many thanks to all who so generously contribute to these backpacks as they enable 
children to go to school and be fed a nourishing meal.  Sandals, flip-flops trainers, shoes3 – 12 years 
 
7. DO YOU HAVE CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES OF 4 and 12 years?  Have they outgrown their shoes? If you 
have sandals, flip-flops, trainers, shoes that still have life in them please place them in the collection container for Mary’s 
Meals in the West Porch.  They are much needed.  Thank you. 
 
8.AU REVOIR TO FATHER JOHN.  Thank you for ‘holding the fort’ so well and ‘see you next year! 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/


9. WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES MASS will be taking place at St Joseph’s Guildford, on Saturday 9th October, at 11.30 

am, with Bishop Richard.  For couples and their families celebrating a landmark or significant anniversary.  Numbers 

limited to 150.  Parking off site.  You can sign up by clicking here or go via the diocesan website’s event calendar – 

www.abdiocese.org.uk 

 

 
11. TURNING TIDES (WCHP): Items needed: Cereal bars,  Sugar, Coffee,  Small Juices, Cooking Oil, Squash,                              
Carton Milk, Crisps.  also Hand Sanitisers, Liquid Soaps, Shampoo, Toilet Rolls, Kitchen Rolls, Toilet Cleaner,                        
Washing Powder, Washing Liquid, Cream Cleaner, Black Sacks, Sandwich Bags, Ante-Bac Spray, Cereal Bowls,                      
Small Tents, Bath Towels. Single Duvets.   Men’s Jeans, Jogging Bottoms, (Small/Medium) Men’s Boxers (New 
please)   Many thanks to those who are so generous in their donations.  
 

FATHER LIAM SAYS:  It is over 55 years since the Second Vatican Council came to an end.  There is no momentum 
for another General Council of the Church to be held any time soon.  There is, of course, great need for a serious review 
of what is needed for the Church to function better than it is doing.  The Church has always been in need of improvement 
and will always need reforming.  This has been the aim of every General Council of the Church. 
At a General Council all the bishops are called together for a prolonged attempt to make it conform better to Christ’s 
plan.  Of course not all the bishops can ever be physically present, persecution or illness will prevent some.  In past 
centuries difficulties of travel were a huge factor.  The last Council was the first one where it was feasible for bishops and 
their advisors from all parts of the world to converge.  With so many more bishops than ever before, that gathering was 
immense.  In the years since then there are many more Catholic bishops in the Church, which would make a General 
Council a rather impractical and unwieldly enterprise.  In its traditional form such an event would not necessarily reflect 
the mind of the Church as a whole.  We are more conscious than ever that the bishops do not constitute the Church.  
Pope Francis is more aware of that than most! 
Pope Francis is putting great effort into ensuring that the forthcoming Synod of Bishops will be a significant event that 
will serve the Catholic Church well in the years and decades to come.  Synods of bishops have been held in Rome every 
few years since Vatican II.  They have lasted for about three weeks and are attended by just a few bishops from each 
country – dependant on the size of the Catholic population in these countries.  Pope Paul VI at the Second Vatican 
Council set this process in motion hoping that it would lead to a decentralised Church where the Church in the various 
parts of the world would not be subject to excessive control from the Roman Curia.  Up to now they have not been a 
resounding success!  Pope Francis is insistent on bringing about a change. 
The Synod that is now being planned will take place in three crucial stages.  Each stage will last a year and it will involve 
all of us because we are the Church.  We will be formally included at every stage of the process.  The Synod will begin 
later this year at the local level.  Each Parish and each Diocese are going to be called to embark on a journey.  The word 
‘synod’ means ‘walking together’.  It is echoing the disciples walking with Jesus on the road to Emmaus.  The Pope is 
searching for a Synodal Church in which we all walk together in our great God-given mission.  This is easier to talk about 
or write about than to put into practice.  This is why Pope Francis has extended the process to conclude in October 2023. 
The Pope will formally open the Synod on October 9th/10th in the Vatican.  A week later each diocese in the world will do 
the same with a celebration of the Eucharist in an ‘opening session’.  In the Synods that have taken place under Pope 
Francis efforts have been made to consult all of us through questionnaires but in this Synod each Parish and Diocese is 
meant to be a constitutive part of the Synod.  The ‘Diocesan phase’ will last from October of this year to April next.  Each 
diocese must establish a team and their findings and the fruits of all our thinking and discernment will be channelled to 
the Bishops’ Conferences – in our case the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. 
All the Bishops Conferences will be conducting their own reflections.  This ‘Diocesan phase’ will form the basis for a 
‘Continental phase’ from September 2022 to March 2023.  The process will conclude with a ‘Universal Church phase’ in 
Rome in October 2023.  Will this process be easy?  Will it be smooth? Not likely.  There will be some resistance and fear 
and inertia and uncertainty on the part of some bishops and priests and faithful.  Now the local Church is being told to 
find its own voice.  For too long bishops have been expected to take their ideas and thinking to Rome.  Now they are 
expected to formulate their own thinking after listening to the views of the people of their dioceses in the different 
Parishes.  We are being encouraged to speak up and so are our bishops.  Not every bishop is likely to be comfortable 
with this.  The process might be a bit messy.  We have been accustomed to an autocratic Church – relying on instructions 
to be handed down from above.  Autocracy is always quicker and cleaner but it is not healthier and it certainly does not 
work in today’s world and in today’s Church.  Disagreements cannot be avoided.  Synodality offers a way of discussing 
difficult and contentious issues openly and honestly without a breach of our unity.  In the past unity was all too often 
maintained by strengthening the authority of the bishops and the Roman Curia.  Pope Francis is determined, with our 
help, to find a better way and make it work. 
 
 
 
 

 10. CAFOD Faith in Action Day, 11 September 11am - 4pm, online.  Join CAFOD for an online day of talk and prayer 

to learn more about this year’s climate talks, Pope Francis’ call to action, and how people in the Amazon region are 

leading the fight to care for our common home. Click here to find out more or go via the diocesan website’s event 

calendar – www.abdiocese.org.uk  

http://www.abdiocese.org.uk/
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=009ac62fc0&e=a3eb16f0cd
http://www.abdiocese.org.uk/

