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The Third Sunday of the Year 
 
Saturday         23rd     6.00 pm      Catherine Bandy RIP 
Sunday           24th      8.15am      Tony Towers RIP 
                                10.30 am      Intention of Ellen Leahy 
Monday          25th     9.30 am      Yvonne Carroll RIP 
Tuesday         26th     9.30 am      The Parish 
Wednesday    27th       9.30 am       Toni Judd RIP 
Thursday        28th     9.30 am      Deceased Members of the McCluskey Family       
Friday             29th       9.30 am      Albert Devitt RIP & Family  
Saturday        30th        6.00 pm      James Hannigan RIP 
Sunday          31st        8.15 am      Toni Judd RIP 
      10.30 am         David Scard RIP 
                                  6.00 pm      Polish Mass 
  

SATURDAY: Reconciliation: 10.15–10.45 am and 5.15 – 5.45 pm 
 

TODAY’S READINGS:  Jonah 3:1-5, 10, 1 Corinthians 7:29-31, Mark 1:14-20 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Deuteronomy 18:15-20, 1 Corinthians 7:32-35, Mark 1:21-2 
 

COLLECTIONS:  Church: £235     Mary’s Meals: £686     Thank you for your generosity.  
   
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Tony Grana, Peter Williams, Sister Raymond, Liz Harvey, Mick 
Brouder, John Smith, Eileen Beech, Ian Threlfall, Thomas Duggan, Len Argent, Sister Catherine Lai, Maithé Bennett, 
Justin Gould, Rose Little, Lelia Murray, Mary Murphy, Anne Steere, Anthony Canneaux, Lawrence Brownlee, 
Margaret Birch, Lita Yong, Patrick  Ryan, Brenda Peazold, Mary Wessel, Gina Palermo, Elizabeth Hoskins, Joan 
Cutmore,  Christine Watson,  Gordon Milne, Alfred Deacon, Roni Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Bill Hogg, 
Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Kerry McStravick, Lydia Van Melsen 
 
2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: WINIFRED AHERNE, SUSAN PERRIMAN and those whose 
anniversaries occur about now. Catherine Hebdige, Frances Green, Michael O’Connor, John Hargadon, Rosemary 
Dovell, John Murray, Patrick Jackson-Burrows, Barbara King, Jan Gejda, Josephine Shore, Veronica Harwood,  
Freddie Griffin, Mary Corcoran, Donal O’Connor, Henry Major, Richard Chesterton-Samuels, Gladys Murphy.  May 
they rest in peace and rise in glory 
 
3. FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CLASSES:  Will be resumed as soon as permission is granted 
 

4.  MARY’S MEALS: A wonderful result so far, but if you have yet to donate envelopes are still available in both 
porches. 
 
5. CONFIRMATION 2021 will be celebrated in the Autumn.  If you are in Year 10 or above and are considering joining 
the Confirmation programme, which will be via zoom, please email the Office (emgoring@english-martyrs.co.uk) for 
an Application Form. 
 
6. USED POSTAGE STAMPS FOR THE MISSIONS: Many thanks to all those who saved their stamps and particular 
thanks to those who trimmed them!  A large package was sent to the Missionary Society this week.  Please continue 
to put them in the box in the Front Porch. 
 
8. TURNING TIDES (WCHP): Items needed: Cereal bars,  Tinned Meats, Gravy, Tinned Rice, Tinned Custard, 
Cooking Sauces, Tea, Coffee, Washing Powder, Shampoo, Shower Gel, Pump Hand Soap, Sanitizer Sprays, Floor 
cleaner, Toilet Bleach, Washing-up brushes, Men’s razors, Deodorants, Sleeping Bags  Many thanks to those who 
are so generous in their donations 
 
9. Deepening Prayer in our Ordinary Life :  Led by David Clayton and Michael Woodward, this is an Worth 
Abbey online weekend to explore how we can pray more Contemplatively at home.  January 29th – 31st.  Smart 
phone, Tablet or computer and Zoom account needed.  More information from Michael 
Woodward:  shotwithspirit@gmail.com  
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WHAT AN INSPIRING INAUGURATION CEREMONY the whole world witnessed on Wednesday!  Among the 
group of performers who backed President Biden was Amanda Gorman who urged all Americans, and indeed all 
mankind, to champion ‘unity and togetherness.’  Her poem was magnificent.  Amanda at 22 years old is the 
youngest poet to perform at an inauguration.  Born in Los Angeles, she had a speech impediment as a child – like 
Mr Biden himself.  In her poem ‘The Hill We Climb’ she describes herself as a ‘skinny black girl descended from 
slaves and raised by a single mother, (who) can dream of becoming president only to find herself reciting for one’.   
These are the opening lines of ‘The Hill We Climb’. 
When day comes, we ask ourselves, where can we find light in this never-ending shade? 
The loss we carry. A sea we must wade. 
We braved the belly of the beast. 
We’ve learned that quiet isn’t always peace, and the norms and notions of what “just” is isn’t always justice. 
And yet the dawn is ours before we knew it. 
Somehow we do it. 
Somehow we weathered and witnessed a nation that isn’t broken, but simply unfinished…. 
We’ve seen a force that would shatter our nation, rather than share it. 
Would destroy our country if it meant delaying democracy. 
And this effort very nearly succeeded. 
 

FATHER LIAM SAYS:  What I the most basic need of the human family?  Pope Francis’ recent encyclical seeks 
to answer that question in the very first words of his letter ‘Fratelli Tutti’ (Brothers and Sisters All).  What the world 
needs is the realisation that every member of the human family is brother or sister to every other member.  ‘We need 
to think of ourselves more and more as a single-family dwelling in a common home’  His previous encyclical, ‘Laudate 
Si’ emphasised the importance of protecting the natural world, stressing that everything is connected.  The message 
of ‘Fratelli Tutti’ is that everyone is connected. 
The encyclical is not a direct response to the Coronavirus – the Pandemic erupted while he was writing it – but he 
says that the virus is ‘exposing our false securities’.  The 43,000-word document brings together the Pope’s teaching 
on Social Justice, Politics and the common good.  Pope Francis is attempting to show that even this time of political 
and moral and environmental crisis the situation can be transformed and a better way is possible. 
At the heart of Pope Francis’ pontificate is the spirit of St Francis, the Pope’s namesake.  The text was signed by the 
Pope in Assisi and was released on 4th October, the feat day of the saint who is renowned for his message of peace, 
dialogue and care for creation.  In ‘Fratelli Tutti’ (the title taken from the writings of St Francis) the Pope uses two 
stories in his approach to grappling with the times we live in – the parable of the Good Samaritan and the story of St 
Francis’ peace mission in 1219, when he crossed the battle lines of the Crusades to meet the Sultan of Egypt in a 
bid to end the conflict. 
The Pope writes that St Francis ‘had an openness of heart, which knew no bounds and transcended differences of 
origin, nationality, colour or religion’.  The parable of the Good Samaritan, Pope Paul says, is not ‘abstract morality, 
nor is its message merely social and ethical, but shows how humanity can be changed by coming into contact with 
suffering’.  Pope Francis praises politics as an attempt to put charity into action.  ‘While one person can help another 
by providing something to eat, the politician creates a job.’  The encyclical urges the way of dialogue as the means 
by which humanity could negotiate to heal its disagreements and divisions.  He emphasises the importance of the 
United Nations and other world bodies.  He continues to question the notion of ‘just war’.  He says: ‘We can no longer 
think of war as a solution, because the risks will probably always be greater than its supposed benefits.  In view of 
this it is very difficult nowadays to invoke the Rational Criteria elaborated in earlier centuries to speak of the possibility 
of a just war.’  War never again!  ‘Every war leaves our world worse that it was before’ the Pope says and he urges 
a negotiated end to nuclear deterrence as a means to keep the peace. 
Pope Francis is passionate  in his defence of the rights of migrants of all kinds.  This follows from his insistence that 
we are all members of the same human family.  ‘Migrants are not allowed like others to participate in the life of society 
and it is forgotten that they possess the same intrinsic dignity as any person.  No one will ever deny openly that they 
are human beings, yet in practice, by our decisions and the way we treat them, we show that we consider them less 
worthy, less important, less human. 
Is the Pope proposing an idealised view rather than a realistic one?  The same question can be asked of Jesus’ 
teachings in the gospels.  What is true is the message that Jesus brought and brings to the world.  The Church can 
preach no other message that its Master.  The Pope addresses his message to ‘all people of good will’.  He draws 
inspiration from non-Catholic sources such as Martin Luther King, Mahatma Gandhi and Archbishop Desmond Tutu.  
He laments that there are still those ‘who appear to feel encouraged or at least permitted by their faith to support 
varieties of narrow and violent nationalism, xenophobia and contempt and even the mis-treatment of those who are 
different.’ 
The encyclical repeats the Church’s opposition to the death penalty – at a time when the U.S. Attorney General – 
and a prominent Catholic – has reintroduced executions by the Federal Government after a gap of 16 years.  The 
Pope is not afraid to ask why the Church took so long to condemn slavery.  ‘No one can face life in isolation’ he says, 
‘Let us dream then, as a single family, as fellow travellers sharing the same flesh, as children of the same Earth, 
which is our common home, each of us bringing the richness of his or her beliefs and convictions, each of us with his 
or her own voice – brothers and sisters all.’  

 


