
PARISH OF THE ENGLISH MARTYRS Goring Way                21.06.2020                                              
Father Liam O’Connor, 37 Compton Avenue,  Goring-by-Sea, West Sussex. BN12 4UE  
Presbytery 01903 242624 / Church repository 01903 506890  
Email: emgoring@english-martyrs.co.uk       Website: www.english-martyrs.co.uk     
Deacon Gary Bevans 01903 503514            
Arundel & Brighton Diocesan Trust is a Registered Charity No: 25287 
   

The Twelfth Sunday of the Year 
 

Masses will be celebrated without a congregation 

Saturday         20th    Deceased Members of the Roe Family 
Sunday           21st    Andrea Pyle RIP 
Monday          22nd    The Parish 
Tuesday         23rd       Nicholas RIP and Mary Murphy and Family 
Wednesday    24th      Holy Souls 
Thursday        25th    Chris Sexton RIP 
Friday             26th      Holy Souls  
Saturday         27th      Kathleen Maloney RIP 
Sunday           28th      The Parish 
                                           
TODAY’S READINGS:  Jeremiah 20:10-13; Romans 5:12-15; Matthew 10:26-33 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Acts 12:1-11; 2 Timothy 4:6-8,17-18; Matthew 16:13-19 

   
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: David Alexander, Len Argent, Sister Catherine Lai, 
Maithé Bennett, Frances Boylan, Justin Gould, Rose Little, Albert Davitt, Lelia Murray, Mary 
Murphy, Anne Steere, Anthony Canneaux, Lawrence Brownlee, Margaret Birch, Lita Yong, 
Patrick Ryan, Brenda Peazold, Mary Wessel, Gina Palermo, Elizabeth Hoskins, Joan Cutmore,  
Christine Watson,  Gordon Milne, Alfred Deacon, Roni Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, 
Bill Hogg, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Kerry McStravick, 
Lydia Van Melsen 
 
2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: NICHOLAS MURPHY and those whose anniversary 
occurs about this time: Bridget Bullock, Rene Woods, Harry Jacobs, : W J Clarke, Thomas Foley, 
Mieczyslaw Ostatek, Claud Tuttlebee, Rita Traynor.     May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
 
3. SPONSORS NEEDED TO HELP CHESTNUT TREE HOUSE CHILDREN’S HOSPICE:  
Charities rely on big events like the London Marathon for much needed funds but this year it has 
been cancelled.  So, Peter Clarke had a think about what he could do from home and decided he 
would do 26,200 press-ups!  He is no fitness fanatic so this is a tough personal challenge.  He is 
now up to 400 press-ups per day and has completed 18,200 to date.  He hopes to complete this 
challenge in July.  The charity he has chosen is the Chestnut Tree House Children’s Hospice, 
which is a charity already supported by the parish.   To date he has raised £839.    Donations 
may be made via this link https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/peter-clarke-press-up-
challenge and will go directly to the charity.  Thank you in advance!  
 

4. HAVE YOU BEEN ENJOYING MASS ON SUNDAY from English Martyrs?  I am sure you 
have noticed the changing flower arrangements each week, each reflecting the theme of the 
Mass.  Many thanks to Margaret Davis for producing this for us all.  For those who are unable to 
watch the Mass the Knights of St. Columba have solved the problem by organising and 
sponsoring Telephone Dial-a-Mass  01642 130 120.  You can now  listen to Mass through your 
telephone at any time,  from midday on Sunday until 11:59 a.m. the  following Sunday.  The cost 
to you is just that of a local call.   The KSC meet the other costs of providing this facility. The 
number to call is 01642 130 120.  Please spread the word of this service to those who do not 
have access to streamed and recorded Masses. 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/peter-clarke-press-up-challenge
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/peter-clarke-press-up-challenge


5. THE GOOD NEWS is: our church is now open for two hours Monday to Friday for private 
prayer.  That is Monday, Wednesday and Friday 2.00 – 4.00 pm and Tuesday and Thursday 
10.00 am – 12 noon.  Many thanks to our Stewards who make sure that everyone stays safe  
and clean all areas with great care at the end of each session 
 
FATHER LIAM SAYS: The old song ‘What a Wonderful World’ gives us food for thought.  
During the past months many people have come to have a greater appreciation of the wonders 
around us.  With less traffic we have been able to hear the songs of the birds more clearly.  We 
may have had more opportunities to learn more about insects and flowers and trees and the 
extraordinary complexity of every creature.  It is not only human beings that ‘are wonderfully 
made’.  How much more wonderful must their maker be! 
God is with and within the universe through the whole 14 billion years story of the universe.  
Scientists are continually learning how much older it is than previously thought and how much 
more incredibly immense it is.  The unfolding of life on this precious planet Earth has been 
progressing for about 4 billion years and the energy of the Sun on which our Earth depends 
shows no sign of exhaustion! 
Throughout human history – and pre-history – especially in Jewish history culminating in the 
incarnation of God’s Son and his continuing presence with us, God is Emmanuel – God with us 
– in the evolving Earth community.  We have a privileged position on this earth.  As human 
beings we are made in God’s image and likeness.  We are capable of comprehending something 
of our place in this vast scheme of things and understanding how we influence the life of others 
and the life of our planet.  God speaks to us through creation and he reveals to us more clearly 
through the Word he speaks to us in Scripture and especially in his Son.  He reveals to us how 
he wishes us to relate to one another and to all creation in a way that respects all God’s great 
handiwork and God himself. 
It has been becoming abundantly clear, for a long time now that we are causing great damage 
to the Earth which is the common home of mankind and of all living creatures.  Now it is crunch 
time in terms of the Earth’s well-being.  Prolonged human assault on other species and on forests 
and the atmosphere have provoked increasing devastation on the planet.  Climate change has 
caused Nigeria’s herdsmen to lose more than one thousand square miles to desert each year.  
Mexico’s farmers have to migrate in their hundreds of thousands as they face unpredictable 
seasons and unreliable harvests.  Communities in three provinces in China have to abandon 
their villages due to the spreading Gobi Desert.  The Arctic and Antarctic are constantly warning 
us that we have to change our ways.  According to NASA, the Arctic in one year lost 14% of its 
permanent ice cover, an area the size of Turkey.  The British Antarctic Survey some years ago 
said that 210 cubic kilometres a year are being lost from the Antarctic and 87% of its glaciers 
are in retreat.  With Greenland’s melting Tundra they make our oceans rise.  Unless we seriously 
cut home and office and transport emissions soon, millions of city dwellers will be displaced and 
many thousands of square kilometres will become desert.  Here in Goring, we are not the whole 
problem nor can we provide the whole solution.  But we can make a difference. 
Faced with pollen shortages bees often resort to ingenious strategies to help themselves.  They 
start nibbling at the edges of leaves.  This has long puzzled observers but scientists recently 
discovered that the leaves that the bees have been vandalising tend to sprout flowers earlier 
that they normally would – some by up to four weeks.  Researchers suspect that this helps not 
only the bees but also the plants as it helps them to procreate.  The premature blooming is driven 
by a fundamental survival instinct.  We must activate our survival instincts.  If bees and plants 
can, we can. 
I came across this poem written at the time of lockdown, which I think has a powerful message 
for us. 



 

A Butterfly in the Pandemic 

Today, a butterfly, 

the first of the year, 

caught my eye 

emerging into spring, 

and brought me hope. 

For you too, little one, have 

been cocooned like us. 

Your playmates gone, 

wrapped around with silence 

as you waited. 

Could you have known how 

beautiful you’d be 

when you arose? 

For you have grown 

in trusting patience 

to such a transformation. 

So, may our fears 

and broken dreams, 

our flowing tears 

for this world’s sorrow, 

transform our hearts to deeper love 

to live tomorrow. 

©Lyn McCrave 26th March 2020 

 


