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Thirty-third Sunday of the Year 
 

Saturday         16th     6.00 pm    Peter Ayre RIP 
Sunday           17th     8.15 am    Bernard Bandy RIP 
                                10.30 am    The Parish 
                                 6.00 pm     Polish Mass 
Monday          18th      9.30 am    Peter Boyle RIP  
Tuesday         19th     9.00 am     Intention of Oliver Spencer 
                                 7.30 pm     Choir Practice 
Wednesday    20th       9.30 am     Patrick, Jack & Mary Haugh RIP 
Thursday        21st    7.30 pm     Donald MacDonald RIP 
Friday             22nd    9.30 am     Alice & Harry Smith RIP 
Saturday         23rd      6.00 pm     Sivyer Family Past & Present 
Sunday           24th      8.15 am     Deceased Relatives of the Bandy & Phillips Families 
          10.30 am     Jayastha & Jeewasta Fernando RIP 
 

SATURDAY: Holy Hour: 10.00 - 11.00am.  Reconciliation: 10.15–10.45 am & 5.15 - 5:45 pm 
                 

TODAY’S READINGS:  Malachi 3:19-20; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12; Luke 21:5-19 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: 2 Samuel 5:1-3; Paul to the Colossians 1:12-20; Luke 23:35-43 
 

COLLECTIONS:  Church: £568            Stations of the Cross: £7,700     Thank you for your generosity.  
 

This weekend there will be a Second Collection for the Arundel Cathedral Maintenance Fund  (Gift Aid)  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Anthony Canneaux, Lawrence Brownlee, Mike Yeulett, Peggy 
Gallagher, Margaret Birch, Lita Yong, Patrick Ryan, Brenda Peazold, Mary Wessel, Gina Palermo, Elizabeth 
Hoskins, Joan Cutmore,  Christine Watson,  Gordon Milne, Alfred Deacon, Ester Park, Marie Garselis, Roni 
Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Bill Hogg, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, 
Kerry McStravick, Lydia Van Melsen 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY and those whose anniversaries occur about now: Edith Carrode, Frances 
Fraser, Florence Peters, Stanislaw Carlton, Henry Ivison, Valencia Bowes, Maureen Pitt, Peter Boyle, Kathleen 
Sidwell, Richard Carrod, Pat Tasker, Donald MacDonald, Sheila Shave 
 

3. THE SUNDAY LUNCH IN AID OF SPUC last Sunday raised a total of £400.  With grateful thanks to everyone for 
your continued support in defence of life. 
 

4.  ENGLISH MARTYRS SCHOOL OPEN DAY - If your child's date of birth is between 1 September 2015 and 31 
August 2016 they are eligible to start school in September 2020.  English Martyrs Catholic Primary School has an 
Open Day for prospective parents, on Tuesday 19th November  at 9.30am and 5.30pm.  The School is located in 
Derwent Drive, Worthing, BN12 6LA.  Parents are welcome to ring the school on 01903 502868 for more information 
or just go along.  They will be very happy to see you.  The closing date for applications is 15th January 2020. 
 

5. APF RED BOX HOLDERS please collect your emptied Red Boxes from the windowsill in the main Porch. 
 

6.. NOVEMBER – IS THE MONTH FOR HOLY SOULS:  The usual ‘November envelopes’ are available in both 
porches for those wishing to remember their loved ones at the Altar.  Any donations will go towards offering Masses 
for the Holy Souls.  Please fill in and hand in to the Sacristy as soon as possible 
    
7. ‘CURRY & CAROLS’ full of Christmas festivities and a sing-a-long, will take place in the Barn on Saturday 1st 
December at 7.00 pm (following the 6.00 pm Mass).  The proceeds will go to the Parish project in Kalingalinga.  
Tickets will be on sale after all Masses next weekend - Adults £7.50 Children £4.00   Raffle prizes please! 
 

8. WEEK OF GUIDED PRAYER, Sunday 12th to Friday 17th January 2020.  This experience offers you the chance 
to meet each day for 30 minutes with an experienced Prayer Guide, one-to-one. The role of the Prayer Guide is to 
help you to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit in your heart.  It is the Holy Spirit who guides us in prayer.  A daily 
informal and confidential meeting, at a time to suit you, will be agreed with the Prayer Guide.  In a way, you have this 
beautiful opportunity of a week of retreat in the midst of your ordinary, everyday life.  Places will go quickly.  Please 
take a leaflet and application form from the church entrance and return as soon as possible (details are listed there).  
The leaflet also provides clear information about the week.  This is for you!  It is at the initiative of Bishop Richard 
 

9. TRAIDCRAFT in the Barn after 8.15 and 10.30 am Masses this Sunday 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/


10. GLOBAL AWARENESS – A PRESENTATION & DISCUSSION in the Good Shepherd Chapel on Sunday 1st 
December at 3.00 pm. Led by Ashley Ralston, Chairman of the Environment Working Group of the Catholic National 
Justice and Peace. How do our everyday decisions impact the lives of people around the globe?  How can we help 
to create a more just and peaceful society? For further information please contact Madelaine 01903 505546 
 

11. CHRISTMAS DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 
Saturday 7th December         - 7.00 pm - Curry & Carols Night     
Sunday 15th December         - 3.00 pm - Christmas Carols and Mulled Wine 
Thursday 19th December      - 7.30 pm - Advent Reconciliation Service  
Tuesday 24th December       - 6.00 pm - First Mass of Christmas especially for children 
                                             - 9.00 pm - Mass preceded by Carols from 8.30 pm 
Wednesday 25th December  - 8.15 am and 10.30 am Mass 
Sunday 5th January 2020     - 10.30 am Golden Jubilee Mass with Bishop Richard 
 

12. EDGE YOUTH GROUP: The next meeting of the popular EDGE Youth Group will be at 7pm next Sunday in 'The 
Barn'. It's open to anyone in Year 7 to Year 11. It's a great chance to have fun, deepen your faith, make some 
friends, and have pizza! For more information, contact elizabeth.wakeling@abdiocese.org.uk. (New parents 
especially should Email for a consent form). We'd love to see you there. 
  

Father Liam says: Throughout its history, the Church had great difficulties in relating to the State in all parts of 
the world.  One of the irritants in Church/State relations in England in the Middle Ages was the ‘benefit of clergy’.  
The Church claimed the right to decide cases involving clergy and the Church.  This was a big bone of contention 
between Thomas a Becket, the Archbishop of Canterbury and King Henry II.  The Church was determined that it 
should not be seen to be subservient to the State.  The system of law operated by the Church was called Canon 
Law and it tended to compete with English Law – the law of the land.  The Church asserted its right to adjudicate on 
spiritual matters and its understanding of what constituted spiritual matters tended to be very wide.  The Church 
insisted that clergymen accused of any crime should be tried in the ecclesiastical courts rather than be subject to 
Crown authority in civil courts.  Ecclesiastical courts could not sentence a person to death but if found guilty he 
would be punished by other means. 
Criminals would often claim to be clergy in the expectation that they would be treated more leniently.  In earlier times 
it might be enough for the accused to dress in the lay robes of a cleric with his hair tonsured in a shaven circle at the 
crown in order to establish proof of being a cleric.  This might be difficult if the suspect was bald!  So the secular 
authorities imposed a further test – that of literacy.  The courtroom might be hot and stuffy and the judge might want 
to quickly dispose of the list of cases and get back home.  The clerk has to keep up with translating the oral evidence 
given in English into the Anglo-Norman French still used for written court records.  He gives the accused, who claims 
to be a cleric, a copy of the Bible.  It is in Latin of course and a priest should be familiar with Latin.  So he makes 
sure he is holding the book the right way up, opens it about half way through and takes a deep breath and is asked 
to translate a few lines.  If he is a clever fraud he would have memorised a few verses of one of the Psalms, for 
example, you would not have to go through the whole Psalm.  The first verse, known as the neck verse, was usually 
enough.  There are no statistics available for the number of non-clerical intelligent criminal who took care to keep a 
tonsure clearly visible and knew the ‘neck verse’ by heart.  The next test was that the claimant had to be vouched for 
by his bishop or religious superior or their representative.  A prudent wrongdoer would have wisely provided himself 
with a culprit who might be a real cleric who would assure the court that the accused was indeed the cleric he 
claimed to be. 
There is a record of a trial for robbery in 1323 before literacy was added to the test.  A man called Henry Lampard 
‘having been asked as to how he wishes to acquit himself on the aforesaid robberies and felonies…says in the 
English language that he is a clerk (i.e. a member of the clergy) without making any other response and he is asked 
whether he wishes or knows how to speak in the Latin or the French language.  He says he is English and born in 
England and perfectly able to speak his mother tongue and unwilling to reply using any other language  And the 
Archdeacon of Westminster, appointed to claim clerks comes here and says that if the said Henry should be a clerk, 
he would freely claim him as a clerk, otherwise he would not.  And because the said Henry has neither tonsure nor 
clerical dress…the penalty inflicted on those felons who reject the common law of the realm having been read out to 
him, it is put to the said Henry whether he wishes to say anything else instead of the reply he has given previously.  
He says definitely that he does not.’  He was sentenced to a long and harsh imprisonment. 
Another practice of the Church that impeded good relations with the state involved extending its protection to any 
offender against the secular law by giving him sanctuary.  The general principal was that someone who had broken 
the law of the land and confessed could find shelter under the umbrella of the Church.  Its scope extended from 
minor offences to serious crimes punishable by the death penalty.  There were more than a hundred parish churches 
within the bounds of the City of London in any of which a criminal could find shelter.  The records of the City of 
London contain many complaints by apprentices that the masters who were supposed to be teaching them their 
trade had fallen into debt or had committed some crime and had fled to sanctuary in a church, leaving the 
apprentices high and dry.  The boot could be on the other foot. In 1369 the Mayor of London wrote to the Abbot of 
Westminster asking that the Abbey staff deliver up to his master a certain apprentice who had ‘left his master and 
was living in the Abbey so that his master was unable to recover possession of him, whereby a dangerous example 
is set for other apprentices! 
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