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Thirtieth Sunday of the Year 
 

Saturday          26th    6.00 pm     Ray Asser RIP 
Sunday           27th    8.15 am     Michael Aherne RIP 
                               10.30 am     The Parish 
Monday          28th     9.30 am     No Mass 
Tuesday         29th    9.30 am     Thanksgiving for Special Intention 
Wednesday    30th      9.30 am     Intention of Mary Murphy 
Thursday        31st    7.30 pm     No Mass 
All Saints        1st     9.30 am     Holy Souls 
                                 7.30 pm     Michael Butler RIP 
All Souls         2nd      9.30 am   Holy Souls 

                                                  6.00 pm     The Parish 
Sunday            3rd       8.15 am     Bernard Bandy RIP 
          10.30 am     Caroline Casey RIP 
                                 6.00 pm     Polish Mass 
 

SATURDAY: Exposition with Benediction: 10.00 - 11.00am.  Reconciliation: 10.15–10.45 am & 5.15 - 5:45 pm 
                     

TODAY’S READINGS:  Ecclesiasticus 35:12-14, 16-19; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18: 9-14 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Wisdom 11:22-12:2; 2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2; Luke 19:1-10 
 

COLLECTIONS:  Church: £544    Stations of the Cross: £7,300    Missio: £363  
Thank you for your generosity. 

  

Next weekend there will be a Second Collection for the  Retired Priest’s Fund (Gift Aid) Please see Note 3 
Friday is All Saints Day, a Holy Day of Obligation.  Saturday is All Souls 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Anthony Canneaux, Lawrence Brownlee, Mike Yeulett, Peggy 
Gallagher, Margaret Birch, Lita Yong, Patrick Ryan, Brenda Peazold, Mary Wessel, Gina Palermo, Elizabeth 
Hoskins, Joan Cutmore,  Christine Watson,  Gordon Milne, Alfred Deacon, Ester Park, Marie Garselis, Roni 
Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Bill Hogg, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, 
Leslie Lee, Kerry McStravick, Lydia Van Melsen 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL BOWEN and those whose anniversaries occur 
about now: Constance Clark, Kathleen Hope, Giuseppina Pryke, Jean Murphy, Tony Sassi, Roy Bellm, Brian Hayes, 
Donald Rodrigues, Doris Hayes, Mary Furman 
 

3. RETIRED PRIESTS COLLECTION - Sunday 3rd November 2019  Every year at least £200,000 is needed for 
the support of our retired priests. The amounts incurred are likely to increase in coming years as more priests reach 
retirement age. This support ensures that priests do not face financial hardship when their parish ministry comes to 
an end.  While in active parish ministry, priests’ accommodation and domestic needs are met by the parish and a 
modest personal income is usually provided from offerings at Christmas, Easter and from baptisms, weddings and 
funerals.  There is no charge to the parish for pension contributions to fund the future needs for their priest.  The 
Retired Priests’ Fund supplies these needs, whether the priest is able to live independently or whether more care is 
required.  In recent years, this collection has contributed only a fraction of the amount needed. Please give 
generously so that we can express our concern and gratitude towards those who have served us so loyally over the 
years. 
 

4. EDGE YOUTH GROUP  will meet this Sunday 27th October in 'The Barn' from 7.00pm until 8.30pm  Anyone in 
Year 7 to 11 (or equivalent age) is welcome to attend. If you haven't been before, bring a parent so they can sign a 
consent form! Any questions - Jack.Regan@abdiocese.org.uk 
 

5. APF RED BOX HOLDERS please return your red boxes for counting.  You can leave them in the Sacristy for 
Teresa.  If you have difficulty bringing the box to church please phone 243401 and we will arrange collection 
 

6. SUNDAY LUNCH (2 COURSES) (Bangers & Mash) will be served in The Barn on Sunday 10th November at 
12.00 noon in aid of SPUC.  Tickets will be on sale after all Masses this weekend. Price Adult £7.50 and a Child 
£4.00.  Donations of Raffle Prizes would be gratefully received and could be left in the Sacristy.  
    
7. SAINTS & SINNERS SUPPER: Many thanks to all who helped/supported in any way.  £476 was raised for the 
W.C.H.P./Turning Tides 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/
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8. TRAIDCRAFT will be on sale after all Masses this weekend 
 

9. NOVEMBER – IS THE MONTH FOR HOLY SOULS:  The usual ‘November envelopes’ are available in both 
porches for those wishing to remember their loved ones at the Altar.  Any donations will go towards offering Masses 
for the Holy Souls.  Please fill in and hand in to the Sacristy as soon as possible 
 

10. MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST & READERS: Rosters for November are now available in the Sacristy 
 

11. HAVE YOU VISITED THE REPOSITORY RECENTLY?  We have a wide array of Christmas Cards, a 
TRAIDCRAFT Chocolate filled Advent Calendar with Christmas Story Activity Book, Candles, Diaries and items 
suitable for little Christmas Presents 
 

12. GOLDEN JUBILEE BARN DANCE will be held in The Bran on Saturday 16th November at 7.00 pm. tickets will 
be on sale after all Masses next weekend  Price Adult £2.00 and Children are free.  It is hoped that by keeping the 
cost of the tickets low our young families will be encouraged to come and join in the fun. 
  

13. MARY’S MEALS: We are now in particular need of Toothpaste, Tooth Brushes, Soap and Flannels.  Many 
thanks to all who so generously contribute to these backpacks 
 

14. TURNING TIDES (WCHP)  are appealing for: Coffee, Sugar, Tinned Tuna, Tinned meals, Biscuits, Tinned 
Tomatoes, Marmite, Squash, Tinned Rice Pud, Tinned meat, Gravy and Cooking Oil. Boxer Shorts, Men’s Socks, 
Razors and Cleaning Products.  Many thanks for your continued and generous help. 
 

Father Liam says: The movement of priests from one place to another within the diocese takes place at this 
time each year.  When these clergy moves have taken effect I am sure the bishop breathes a sigh of relief – for a 
little while at least!  With fewer priests to cover the ground  the ingenuity of the bishop is constantly tested.  No 
doubt he hopes and prays that things work out.  Nevertheless he really knows that his efforts will leave a lot of 
people unhappy.  Bishops receive far more correspondence from parishioners across their dioceses about the 
placement of priests than any other subject.  It is more and more the case that parishes do not have a resident 
priest.  Sometimes a priest has to serve three parishes. 
Even back in the days when this was not the case, moving priests from one parish to another could cause concern 
or even consternation.  An autocratic parish priest arriving on the scene has been known to create mayhem when 
he sets about making changes without consultation.  Parishioners who have put years of their energy and skills into 
the life of their parish have seen their work suddenly undermined. 
Pope Francis has again and again been harking on clericalism in the Church – all too prevalent practice of priests 
thinking that they know best and act accordingly.  All too often the Church is seen as being comprised of clergy and 
laity.  I hate the use of the word ‘laity!  The distinction between clergy and laity is completely  foreign to the New 
Testament.  It comes from Canon Law – not from Christ.  To see the Church in terms of clergy and laity is disrupting 
the unity of the Church.  Christ in his preaching never looked at his disciples in this way.  The early Church in the 
preaching and writings of the apostles never used this kind of language.  They spoke of the Church as one body 
with all kinds of ministries.  The Second Vatican Council spoke of the Church as the people of God.  ‘Laity’ literally 
means ‘the people’; clergy are people too!  We are all the baptised.  Paul referred to the Church of Corinth and 
Rome and all the other communities he wrote to as ‘Saints’.  By Saints he meant those sanctified through Baptism.  
The Church literally meant the assembly or gathering of Christians in individual places.  We can see in his letters 
how he regarded these communities as having all kinds of ministries being exercised.  This is what made them alive 
– how God worked in them.  The particular way in which the Spirit was at work in them differed from one to another, 
but always for a good purpose.  ‘One may have the gift of preaching with wisdom given by the Spirit; another may 
have the gift of preaching instruction given by the same Spirit and another the gift of faith given by the same Spirit; 
another again the gift of healing, one the power of miracles; another prophecy; another the gift of recognising spirits; 
another the gift of tongues  and another the ability to interpret them.’ (1 Corintians:12)  He goes on: ‘You together 
are Christ’s body but each of you a different part of it.’  To think in terms of laity and priests distorts what the 
Christian community is.  Clergy are about 0.01% of Church membership worldwide and should learn to behave 
accordingly.  Paul in his letters is encouraging the community to see itself as a unity – all members of a body 
working together, each with an indispensable part to play.  (Also see Chapter 12 of Romans and Chapter 4 of 
Ephesians.)  More and more we are all encouraged to see ourselves in this light.  In none of these letters does Paul 
set out to give a complete list of ministries, nor does he define clearly what these ministries were.  His readers 
clearly knew. 
The ministries they exercised corresponded to the needs of their communities at that time.  Today the needs of our 
communities are not the same as in Paul’s time.  But they are just as real and the gifts God gives to us corresponds 
to these needs.  We are meant to discover what gifts God has given us and we are meant to encourage others 
around us to recognise the ways they have been gifted by God.  Because the Church is a body it would be wrong 
for any member to regard another as unimportant,  All are different but all are equally important.  All of us are 
brothers and sisters in CHRIST.  In the past it often was the case that the priest was expected to exercise 
leadership and skill in all areas of parish life – and he sometimes believed that he was capable of doing so.  Some 
still do!  Our diocese – like most dioceses – is making  serious commitment to provide the necessary formation and 
training so that our parishes can be more life-giving and fruitful and prayerful.  All this is necessary  not because 
there are fewer priests but because we all of us are commissioned by Christ through our baptism to truly live as his 
brothers and sisters and make him present in today’s world.  This is the case irrespective of how many or how few 
priests there are.                                                                               


