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Twenty-Fourth Sunday of the Year 
 

Saturday          14th    6.00 pm     John West RIP 
Sunday           15th    8.15 am      Kevin Shiel RIP 
                               10.30 am      Neil Halley RIP 
       6.00 pm      Polish Mass 
Monday          16th     9.30 am     The Parish                                
Tuesday         17th    9.30 am      Kevin & Tom Corrigan RIP 
Wednesday    18th      9.30 am      Michael Butley RIP  
Thursday        19th    7.30 pm      Danny & Liz McBeth RIP 
Friday             20th    9.30 am      In Thanksgiving to Oliver Plunkett 
Saturday         21st     6.00 pm      Thomas Murray RIP 
Sunday           22nd     8.15 am      The Parish 
          10.30 am      Celine Conway RIP 
 

SATURDAY: Exposition with Benediction: 10.00 - 11.00am.  Reconciliation: 10.15–10.45 am & 5.15 - 5:45 pm 
                     

TODAY’S READINGS:  Exodus 32:7-11,13-14, 1 Timothy 1:12-17, Luke 15:1-32 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Amos 8:4-7, 1Timothy 2:1-8, Luke 16:1-13. 
 

COLLECTIONS:   Church: £507          Stations of the Cross: £6,500    Thank you for your generosity. 
There will be a Second Collection at all Masses this weekend for the Home Missions (No Gift Aid)  

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Peggy Gallagher, Margaret Birch, Lita Yong, Ken Ellis, Anne Steere, 
Patrick Ryan, Sheila Tune, Brenda Peazold,  Rosie Grove, Mary Wessel, Gina Palermo, Elizabeth Hoskins, Joan 
Cutmore,  Christine Watson,  Gordon Milne, Bernard Bandy, Alfred Deacon, Ester Park, Marie Garselis, Roni 
Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Bill Hogg, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, 
Leslie Lee, Kerry McStravick, Lydia Van Melsen 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: MARIE-ROSE POPE and those whose anniversaries occur about now: 
Richard Barnard, Catherine Mansfield, William Hebdige, Anthony Woodman, Hilda Smith, Alan Soper,  Bernard 
Bleach, Kevin Shiel, James Doyle, Neil Halley, Roy Parker, Stanley Wakeling, Baby George Birks, Kenneth Munro, 
John Tuohy, Alice Hoppe 
 

3. WELCOME TO ANY VISITORS to our Parish this weekend.  We do hope that you have enjoyed your stay 
 

4. GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS – Who needs Mary Berry with so many wonderful bakers of mouthwatering 
cakes in our own Parish?  Many thanks to all those who helped in any way last Saturday. 
 

5. TRAIDCRAFT will be on sale after all Masses next weekend 
 

6. FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2019: Is your son or daughter in Year 3 this term?  If so, they are at the age where 
they can start the preparation course for First Holy Communion.  Please collect a letter and application form from the 
Sacristy and return it to the Parish Office as soon as possible.  The first meeting for parents will be on Thursday 3rd 
October at 8.00 pm in The Good Shepherd Chapel and the first lesson for the children will be on Tuesday 8th October 
from 4.30 – 5.30 pm 
 

7. CONFIRMATION 2019/20: If you are in Year 10 or above and considering being Confirmed next year you are 
invited to join our preparation programme that will be starting soon.  Please collect an application form from the 
Sacristy and return to the Parish Office as soon as possible 
 

8. ‘24 HOUR PRAYER VIGIL FOR THE PARISH’: Friday 4th October from 7.30 pm until Saturday 4th October 
concluding with 6.00 pm Parish Mass.  As part of our Jubilee celebrations our 24 hr Prayer Vigil for the parish is 
less than a month away. It is a time for giving thanks to the Lord for the Grace he has poured out on us and to pray 
for our future. It begins with Friday Payer Group and finishes with the  Vigil Mass on Saturday evening. It won't be 
completely silent- there is a timetable of events, available in both porches.  The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed 
for the 24 hrs and cannot be left unattended. Therefore there are sign-up sheets where we ask you to let us know 
the times you might plan to attend so that we can ensure there is sufficient cover.  Night Owls, insomniacs and 
early risers are all welcome to join those of us who have elected to stay over-night.  We look forward to sharing this 
special time with you." 

 

9. EDGE YOUTH GROUP IS BACK NEXT WEEKEND, AND WE'RE LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS  We meet 
every few weeks in 'The Barn'  from 7pm to 8.45pm on Sunday evenings. Next Sunday (22nd) is the first meeting 
after the summer, and we'd love to see loads of new people. It's a really friendly group, so if you're in Year 7-10 
and want to make some friends and have some fun, come along. Any questions - Jack.Regan@abdiocese.org.uk 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/
mailto:Jack.Regan@abdiocese.org.uk


10. PILGRIMAGE IN HONOUR OF ST PHILIP HOWARD: The Friends of Arundel Cathedral are leading a walk to 
pray and reflect on the life and witness of St Philip Howard and our own journey through life on 12 October.  We will 
walk along the West bank of the river Arun from Littlehampton, where the Saint was arrested, to his shrine in 
Arundel Cathedral.  The day will end with Benediction at 3.0pm and tea and cake in the Cathedral Centre.  Full 
details in leaflets in the Repository.   Any queries to Lindsey Stratford 01903 884 567 

 

11. MARY’S MEALS: Tony is in the Main Porch collecting sponsors for Simon Halley who will be cycling the 
London to Brighton Ride next weekend to raise money for Mary’s Meals. 

 

12. DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
Saturday/Sunday 21st/22nd September after all Masses in the Barn – Traidcraft  
Sunday 22nd September from 7.00 pm Youth Group meets again 
Friday 4th- Saturday 5th - 24-hour Prayer Vigil for the Parish 
Sunday 6th October at 3.00pm – Parish Jubilee Concert 
Saturday 19th October – Saints & Sinners  

 

13. TURNING TIDES (WCHP) HARVEST APPEAL during which items are requested that can be stored and used 
as needed throughout the year.  Please could you donate: Boxer Shorts, Men’s Socks, Dish Cloths, Dishwasher 
Salt, Dishwasher Tablets, Dishwasher Rinse Aid, Shampoo and Conditioner, Tinned Fruit and Veg, Pickles or 
chutney, Shaving Foam or Gel, Washing Powder, Razors, Herbs, Liquid Soap.  There is a blue box in the West 
Porch for your donations.   Many thanks in advance 
 

Father Liam says: The Marian Shrine of Knock in County Mayo was in the news recently when the Church 
formally recognised the first healing in its 140 years history, declaring it to have ‘no medical explanation’.  There have 
been thousands of reports of healing at the shrine but it is testimony to the acute medical scrutiny that occurs when a 
healing takes place that only now has one of them been recognised as having ‘no medical explanation’.  The Church 
is reluctant to use the word ‘miracle’ to describe a healing no matter how remarkable the healing may be. 
Thirty years ago, in September 1989, Marion Carroll visited Knock believing she was dying.  She had been battling 
Multiple Sclerosis for 17 years and was completely paralysed.  She was doubly incontinent, blind in one eye and had 
very little sight in the other.  She had difficulty eating and speaking and she had epilepsy and her kidneys wee failing.  
She was a 38 years old mother who went to Knock not for a cure but for spiritual strength.  For more than two years 
she had had constant kidney infections.  She recently said ‘Before I went to the basilica that Sunday the nurse 
emptied the urinary bag and it was all blood and pus, the infections were that bad.  When I came home that evening 
it was as clear as tap water’. 
Her healing in 1989 happened during a blessing of the sick when the bishop blessed her with the Blessed 
Sacrament.  ‘It was when my bishop came down with the Blessed Eucharist in the monstrance for the blessing of the 
sick.  He held it up and blessed me and I got this beautiful feeling – it was a magnificent feeling – and then the 
whispering breeze telling me that if the stretcher was opened I could get up and walk.’  She was still on the stretcher 
after Mass and was taken to St John’s Respite and Care Centre nearby.  She asked a nurse to open her stretcher, 
which the nurse agreed to do only to humour her.  As soon as the stretcher was opened, Marion’s legs swung on to 
the ground and she stood up.  Her voice had returned, as had the use of her arms and legs.  Everything was healed.  
Jimmy, her husband of 47 years, is retired from the Army.  He cared for Marion when she was ill and today they both 
volunteer to work once a month with the sick in Knock, quite some distance from their home. 
On 21st August 1879 – 140 years ago – fifteen people aged between 5 and 74 claimed they witnessed  a 
supernatural event in the tiny Co. Mayo village of Knock for two hours in the pouring rain.  They claimed to have seen 
a silent apparition of the Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph, Saint John the Evangelist and the Lamb of God by the south 
gable of their parish church.  Despite the pouring rain, the gable wall of the church remained dry.  Soon claims of 
cures began to be made.  A photograph from 1880 of an open-air Mass at Knock shows a large crowd of people with 
a row of crutches lining the apparition wall – abandoned by people who believed they had been healed.   
Although 5,500 testimonies concerning cures have been collected since 1879, the 1989 healing of Marion Carroll 
recognised on 1st September, is the only one to be confirmed.  The first cure claimed at Knock involved a 12-year-
old girl, Delia Gordon.  She was completely deaf and suffered frequently with severe pain in one of her ears.  At Mass 
at Knock on the Sunday after the apparition she screamed out in pain.  Taking her outside, her mother brought her to 
the gable wall where the apparition had taken place.  She took a piece of stone from the wall and made the sign of 
the Cross over her daughter and touched Delia’s ear with the stone.  The cure was instantaneous. Both Delia and her 
brother often spoke about her cure, but formal recognition of it was not followed through.  Lack of work forced her to 
emigrate to America where she had a full life and was buried with the little stone from the gable wall. 
The Knock Medical Bureau is headed by Dr Diarmuid Murray since 1981.  In the mid-1980’s it investigated the case 
of a dentist who was paralysed from the waist down.  After receiving the Sacrament of the Sick in Knock he was 
suddenly able to walk again.  The Bureau worked with surgeons and pathologists on the dentist’s case but they hit an 
obstacle.  They lacked a definitive original diagnosis of the dentist’s paralysis.  Time passed and in order to 
determine the right diagnosis, the man who was now in his 70’s would have to undergo a painful bone biopsy.  It was 
decided not to subject him to that. 
In the case of Marion Carroll – again her recovery was dramatic and rapid.  Various people had witnessed her literally 
getting out of the stretcher and walking.  But again there was no definitive diagnosis of her condition.  There were no 
MRI Scans back in 1989.  The eminent physicians involved in the investigation of the case were of the strong opinion 
that ‘her improvement is very unlikely to be explained by conventional medical wisdom’.  The medical profession is 
very cautious when dealing with claims of miraculous healing.  But Knock is not about miracles.  It is about 
reconciliation – helping us to get closer to God and to one another.  It attracts up to one million visitors every year. 


