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Eighteenth Sunday of the Year 
 

Saturday           3rd    6.00 pm     Ann Seton RIP 
Sunday            4th    8.15 am     The Parish 
                              10.30 am     Lottie-Mae RIP 
       6.00 pm     Polish Mass 

Monday           5th     9.30 am      No Mass    
Tuesday          6th     9.30 am     Michael Aherne RIP 
Wednesday     7th       9.30 am     Holy Souls  
Thursday         8th    7.30 pm     Juaquin & Maria RIP 
Friday              9th      .30 am     Maria Petter RIP 
Saturday        10th     6.00 pm     Bridget Brennan RIP  
Sunday          11th       8.15 am     Michael Aherne RIP 
                               10.30 am     Len Harvey RIP 
 

SATURDAY: Exposition with Benediction: 10.00 - 11.00am.  Reconciliation: 10.15 – 10.45 am & 5.15 - 5:45 pm 
                     

TODAY’S READINGS: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23; St. Paul to Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11; Luke 12:13-21 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Wisdom 18:6-9; Hebrews 11:1-2,8-19; Luke 12:32-48. 

 

COLLECTIONS:   Church: £477          Education of Future Priests: £ 374         Stations of the Cross: £5,752     
Thank you for your generosity. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Lita Yong, Ken Ellis, Anne Steere, Patrick Ryan, Sheila Tune,  
Michael Butler, Brenda Peazold,  Rosie Grove, Mary Wessel, Gina Palermo, Elizabeth Hoskins, Joan Cutmore,  
Christine Watson,  Gordon Milne, Bernard Bandy, Deacon Pat Moloney, Alfred Deacon, Ester Park, Marie 
Garselis, Roni Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Bill Hogg, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  Winifred 
Lyons, Yvette Allen, Leslie Lee, Kerry McStravick, Lydia Van Melsen 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY and those whose anniversaries occur about now: Rosemary Brown, 
David Dandeker, Celiska Haslegrave, Stanislaw Kamieniecki, Claire Steadman, Canon Eric Flood, Maria Grein, 
Mabel Lamb, Evelyn Garnham, Peggy Kennard, Maria Lightfoot,  
 

3. WELCOME TO ANY VISITORS to our Parish this weekend.  We do hope that you have enjoyed your stay 
 

4. CREAM TEA IN THE BARN: Many thanks to all those who helped to make this such an enjoyable event.  
£327.30 as been sent to Our Lady of Good Counsel Network - a Catholic Pro-Life Charity that assists unborn 
babies and their mothers. 
 

5. HAVE YOUR PRAYERS BEEN ANSWERED?  If so and your loved one has recovered but is on the list in  
Item 1 please let Anne in the Office know so that the name can be removed – 01903 242624 
 

6. CONGRATULATIONS TO CHATSMORE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL on receiving ‘Outstanding’  in a recent 
Denominational (S48) Inspection Report.  To quote just one of the glowing statements: ‘The school mission 
statement is a clear and inspiring expression of the educational mission of the Church. “To help every individual to 
achieve the best that they can through giving witness to the way of life inspired by Christ and taught by the 
Church” encapsulates the vision of this outstanding Catholic school, particularly in terms of the way in which the 
ministry of Christ is modelled by all staff. The mission statement is being constantly revisited, reinforcing the 
holistic perspective.’ 
 

7. DIOCESAN MASS FOR ALTAR SERVERS  will be held at Arundel Cathedral on Sat. 14th September, at 12 
noon, with Bishop Richard presiding.  For all who have served, are serving and anybody who would like to. Please 
bring cassock/cotta or alb. Light refreshments will follow (bring a packed lunch if you wish). 
 

8 ANNIVERSARIES MASS 2019  will be held on Saturday 12th October in Arundel Cathedral, with Bishop 
Richard. for couples celebrating a landmark or significant anniversary.   Booking is essential - For an invitation 
please contact Rosie Read at rosie.read@abdiocese.org.uk or phone 01293 651161. 
 

9. GOLDEN JUBILEE EXHIBITION – ‘The Sistine Chapel Ceiling Reproduction opened in the church on 
Thursday and will be available for the month of August.  Come when we are open during the week and see how 
Gary painted the ceiling, illustrated by photo’s and film. 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/
mailto:rosie.read@abdiocese.org.uk


10. CHILDRENS LITURGY will resume on Sunday 1st September. 
  
11. MARY’S MEALS: We are now in particular need of Soap, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste and Pencil Cases.   
Many thanks to all who so generously contribute to these backpacks 
 

12. TURNING TIDES (Worthing Churches Homeless Projects):  In a recent Annual Report we learn that in 
2018 Turning Tides, who now have centres in Littlehampton and Horsham as well as Worthing, supported 2,028 
men and women throughout the year.  On any one night 169 people are accommodated in their housing and 485 
people accessed Breakfast in their three hubs.  Items they currently need:  Coffee, Sugar, Baked Beans, Tinned 
Tomatoes, Tinned Meals, Tinned Meat, Tinned Fish, Cooking Oil, Juice, Squash.  Also Cleaning products and 
Deodorants.  In clothing they need small waist Jeans, Men’s Hoodies. Boxers and Men’s T-Shirts.    Many thanks 
to those who are so generous in their donations throughout the year.   
 

Father Liam says: If I were to be Prime Minister – once I had sorted out the more pressing problems of the 
moment – I might consider having a national debate about who would be the most suitable Patron Saint of 
England.  If it was clear that most people were happy that St George should continue to be that person that would 
be fine by me.  But perhaps many would feel that an English person should fill the role.  Little is known about St 
George but nobody seriously believes that he had ever anything to do with this country.  He is the Patron Saint of 
a number of other countries, such as Greece, Portugal and Russia, so it may very well be that he has already 
more than enough on his plate.  It seems that he became Patron Saint of England during the Crusades when it 
was felt that the ideal person would be a great military figure with a notable victory under his belt, such a slaying a 
mighty dragon.  George may have been put to death for his Christian faith by the Emperor Diocletian in 303 AD or 
he may have died at Lydda (c250) in Palestine where his alleged tomb is exhibited but fables have long since 
obscured his name. 
A much earlier Patron Saint of England was St Edmund, who was King of East Anglia.  He was reputed to be the 
son of a Frankish King and succeeded Offa of Mercia.  When the Danish invasion of 865 entered East Anglia in 
870 Edmund met them at Hoxne in Suffolk and was defeated and killed.  Tradition has it that he was taken captive 
and when he refused to abjure his Christian faith he was tied to a tree and shot to death with arrows by the pagan 
Danes.  Within 20 years of his death coins were minted declaring him a saint.  His body was moved 22 miles to 
Bury in 903 and the town name was changed to Bury St Edmunds.  He lies buried in an unknown grave, but it is 
thought to be somewhere among the ruins of its mighty abbey.  The abbey church was colossal at 150 metres in 
length, comparable to the surviving Cathedrals at Ely and Norwich.  Following the abbey’s dissolution in 1539, 
there are no remains of the altar or of the Saint’s magnificent shrine.  Until the Reformation subsequent Kings 
outdid one another to endow the abbey with ever greater magnificence honouring the popular King.  He was the 
Patron Saint of England until 12th Century when he was replaced by St Edward the Confessor.  It is difficult to 
imagine that where these extensive ruins now lie, this was one of England’s most powerful inst itutions, playing 
host to parliament in days gone by. 
Edward, the Confessor, came to the throne of a united England in 1042.  His father was King Canute who came to 
rule England in 1016, after many battles and treaties.  Canute was the son of the Danish King Svein and went on 
to rule not only England but Denmark and parts of \Norway and Sweden.  The appointment of Anglo-Saxon Kings 
had to be approved by a Council of nobles called the Witan.  In 1042 the Witan chose Edward – son of Canute – 
as the ruler of England.  He became known as the Confessor because of his devout profession of the Christian 
faith.  Edward founded Westminster Abbey and it was consecrated a week before his death in 1066.  An earlier 
Saxon monastery was completely destroyed by the Danes during the eighth century.  Westminster’s history as a 
Benedictine house dates to its foundation by St Dunstan in 959. 
Edward the Confessor was succeeded by William the Conqueror.  At the time of the Conquest, Westminster 
Abbey occupied an island site amid the marshes that flanked the Thames.  Ever since William the Conqueror 
received the English Crown here on Christmas Day 14066 Coronations have always been conducted in 
Westminster Abbey.  Edward the Confessor is buried there and his veneration continued to grow resulting in his 
canonisation in 1611.  Saints who were not apostles or bishops or martyrs or members of religious orders are 
referred to as Confessors - because of the fervour with which they confessed the faith.  But, by the time he was 
canonised Edward had already been replaced as Patron Saint of England by St George. 
On 13th October John Henry Newman will be canonised – the first English person to be  so honoured since 1970 
when the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales were declared to be saints. 
If St George were to be replaced as Patron of England – as were St Edmund and St Edward – who could be 
considered as Patron for this country in the 21st Century?  My first reaction would be that it is time we had a 
woman Patron Saint, a woman moreover who would have also been a mother of a family.  But such a person 
might be difficult to find among the list of canonised saints of England.  It would have to be someone moreover 
who lived and died at a time before the Christian family was split by the Reformation.  It might be safer to leave 
things be! 
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