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The Fourth Sunday of the Year 
 

Saturday       
 
   2

nd
   6 .00 pm    Michael Shiel RIP 

Sunday             3
rd

    8.15 am    The Parish 
                               10.30 am     Padraig Murphy RIP 
        6.00 pm    Polish Mass 
Monday           4

th 
     9.30 am     Holy Souls 

Tuesday          5
th
      9.30 am     Mrs Daphne 

                                  7.30 pm     Choir Practice 
Wednesday     6

th       
11.00 am    REQUIEM FOR GEORGE ‘JOHNNY’ JOHNSON RIP

 

 
                                 7.30 pm     Holy Souls  
                                                   The Divine Mercy Group 
Thursday         7

th
      9.30 am     Holy Souls 

Friday              8
th          

9.30 am     Charles Tallamy RIP 
                                  7.30 pm     Prayer Group 
Saturday          9

th
      6.00 pm     Mike Steere RIP                 

Sunday          10
th
      8.15 am     The Parish 

                  10.30 am     Anthony Louis Hellier RIP 
                            

SATURDAY: Exposition with Benediction: 10.00 - 11.00am.  Reconciliation: 10.15 – 10.45 am & 5.15 - 5:45 pm 
 

TODAY’S READINGS: Jeremiah 1:4-5,17-19, 1 Corinthians 12:31–13:13; Luke 1: 1-4; 4:14-21 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Isaiah 6:1-8, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Luke 5:1-11 

 

COLLECTIONS:  Church: £613          Mary’s Meals: £1,154.25   Thank you for your generosity. 

Next Sunday there will be a second collection for the Lourdes pilgrimage Fund – Parish 2nd Collection Gift 
Aid Envelopes may be used.  Also special envelopes are available in both porches.  

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Veronica Johnstone, Poppy-Faith Byrne, Michael Butler, Brenda 
Peazold, Margaret Dunne, Rosie Grove, Mary Wessel, Gina Palermo, Elizabeth Hoskins, Peggy Gallagher, Joan 
Cutmore,  Christine Watson, David Hall, Gordon Milne, Bernard Bandy, Deacon Pat Moloney, Alfred Deacon, Ester 
Park, Marie Garselis, Roni Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Bill Hogg, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  
Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Leslie Lee, Kerry McStravick, Lydia Van Melsen 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: FINLAY and those whose anniversaries occur about now: Pauline 
Leyder, Edith Forrester, Colette Coombes, Hilda Holcroft, Anastasia Langan.  
 

3  ST. VALENTINE’S EVENING CANDLELIT DINNER will take place on Saturday 16th February to raise funds for 
the Parish Project, the hospice in Kalingalinga.  This very popular event will include a three course meal, Bar. music 
and raffle.  Tickets are £7.50 each and will be on sale after all Masses this weekend. 
 

4. MANY THANKS to those who supported the Ecumenical Service marking the end of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity.  £200 was raised for Turning Tides (WCHP) 
 

5 ARUNDEL AND BRIGHTON DIOCESAN PILGIMAGE TO LOURDES will be taking place from 25
th
 July–2

nd 
 

August 2019 (travelling by coach) or 26th July -1st August (flying).  Booking forms can be downloaded from the 
website www.ablourdes.org or telephone the Pilgrimage Office – 01403 740110.  Pilgrims requiring any level of 
medical, nursing or carer assistance should contact the Pilgrimage Office direct.  Nurses are also required 
 

6. TRAIDCRAFT will be on sale after all Masses next weekend 
 
7. ENCOUNTER EVENING (FOR 16-35s) FRIDAY 8TH IN BOGNOR REGIS: On Friday 8th February at 7.30pm, 
there will be an ENCOUNTER evening at Our Lady of Sorrows in Bognor for anyone aged 16-35. ENCOUNTER 
evenings are a great way to make some friends, have some fun, and explore your faith in a relaxed, welcoming 
environment. There is food, a brilliant talk, and a powerful time of adoration. New people are especially welcome. 
 

8. ENGLISH MARTYRS GOLDEN JUBILEE 2019/20 – your Steering Committee has met on a number of 
occasions and plans are underway to the point where your help is needed.  There will be an open Parish Meeting 
on Thursday 21st February in The Barn at 7.00 pm – please put the date into your diary.  Meantime do you have 
any photographs of activities that have taken place here during the last 50 years?  Do you have any memories that 
you could write down and let us have? 
 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/
http://www.ablourdes.org/


9. THE LARGE MATS IN THE BARN were bought for the two ‘Little Angels’ groups and are, naturally, kept 
scrupulously clean.  In recent weeks they have been found to be dirty.  If for any reason they are used it is essential 
that they are cleaned before stacking – there is plenty of D10 and blue towel in the kitchen with which to do this. 
 

10. INVITATIONS TO THE DAY OF RECOLLECTION for all Ministers are now available in the Sacristy 
 
10. TURNING TIDES (Worthing Churches Homeless Projects):  Items they currently need:  Cooking sauces, 
Ketchup, Brown sauce, Salad cream, Cooking oil, Squashes, Tea and Coffee, Boxer Shorts, Ladies Undies 12/14, 
Washing powder, Cereal bowls, Washing up brushes, Dishwasher Tablets, Toilet bleach, Shampoo, Shower gel, 
Floor cleaner. Many thanks to those who are so generous in their donations throughout the year.   
 

Father Liam says: One hundred and forty years ago Bernadette Soubirous died at the age of 35.  She is 
known throughout the world as St Bernadette whose visions of the Blessed Virgin Mary led to the founding of the 
Shrine at Lourdes, near the French Pyrenees.  Five million pilgrims or Religious Tourists visit Lourdes every year.  It 
is the most important place for Catholic pilgrimage in the world, after the Holy Land and Rome. 
At the time of her visions Bernadette was fourteen years old and barely literate.  She had to look after her younger 
brothers while her mother went out cleaning.  On 11th February 1858, while she was out collecting wood with her 
sister Toinette and her friend Jeanne they came to a place where a stream joined the shallow river by a grotto at 
Massabielle.  The other girls waded through the water which was icy cold.  Bernadette was sickly and asthmatic and 
so held back and suddenly she heard what she described as a roar.  She later reported: ‘I raised my head and 
looked towards the grotto.  I saw a Lady dressed in a white dress, a blue girdle and a yellow rose on each foot, the 
same colour as the chain of her Rosary.  The beads of her Rosary were white.’  The vision was praying the Rosary.  
Bernadette took out her beads and did the same.  The Lady beckoned, but, when the girl dared not approach, she 
vanished.  Toinette and Jeanne saw nothing and at first Bernadette did not tell them what she had seen.  However, 
they got the story out of her and told her parents.  The Soubirous family would not allow her to visit the grotto again 
but the girl told her priest, Father Pomian, about the vision and he discussed it with the parish priest of Lourdes.  
On 14th February, a Sunday, Madame Soubirous relented and Bernadette took a bottle of Holy Water to the grotto 
and knelt down to say the Rosary.  The Lady appeared again.  Bernadette said: ‘I started throwing Holy Water at 
her and told her that if she came from God to stay, and if not to go.’  The vision smiled and bowed her head.  
Frightened, Bernadette threw the rest of the Holy Water at her and she disappeared.  On 18th February, Bernadette 
returned once more, this time accompanied by two adults, Madame Millat and Antoinette Peyret ‘who advised me to 
take paper and ink and ask her, if she had anything to say to me, to be so good as to write it down.’  The Lady 
appeared, said that what she had to say need not be written down and asked Bernadette if she would come each 
day for a fortnight.  Bernadette began to refer to the vision as ‘Aquero’ which means simply ‘it’ and said that the 
Lady spoke in the Lourdes dialect ‘sweet and gentle’ and not in French.  On this third visit Aquero said: ‘I do not 
promise to make you happy in this world, but in the other.’ 
Between 19th February and 4th March ‘the Vision appeared every day except one Monday and one Friday.  She 
told me several times that I should tell the priests that a chapel should be built there and …I should pray for the 
conversion of sinners.’  Bernadette’s account caused mixed reactions.  The local police inspector interrogated her 
and tried to muddle her testimony, but could not.  His notes of the interview have been preserved.  Some of the 
villagers were angry at him and threatened to break down the door if he would not release the girl.  The Public 
Prosecutor, Dutour, tried to rig Bernadette’s account but again local men hammered on his door and he let the girl 
and her mother go.  Latter Bernadette said: ‘There was something in me that enabled me to rise above everything.  
I was tackled from all sides but nothing mattered and I was not afraid.’ 
At 5.00 am on 25th March, the Feast of the Annunciation of the Virgin Mother, Bernadette felt compelled to go again 
to the grotto.  The Lady was already there: ‘With her two arms hanging down, she raised her eyes and looked up at 
the sky and it was then that she told me, joining her hands together now at the height of her breast, that she was the 
Immaculate Conception.  Those were the last words she ever said to me.’ 
Four years before these events Pope Pius IX had proclaimed the dogma of the Immaculate Conception.  For 
centuries, this doctrine that the Virgin Mary had been free from any taint of sin from the moment of her conception 
had been widely believed.  The proclamation in 1854 had made it part of the official teaching of the Church. 
On 3rd June 1858, the Feast of Corpus Christi, Bernadette made her First Holy Communion.  What an extraordinary 
preparation she had for it!  It was quite usual for young people to have their First Holy Communion at the age of 14 
at that time.  It was only fifty years later that a much earlier age was decided upon in the Pontificate of St. Pius X.  
By 16th June when Bernadette returned to the grotto, fences had been put up around it and she was obliged to say 
her Rosary from a distance. When questioned she said: ‘I saw nothing but the Blessed Virgin.’  In 1862, a series of 
interrogations by bishops began.  They were impressed by ‘her simplicity, candour and modesty, the wisdom of her 
answers, her calm imagination and commonsense above her age’.  To those who were sceptical she replied: ‘I have 
been told to tell you about it.  I have not been told to make you believe it’.  In that year the Bishop of Tarbes, in 
whose Diocese Lourdes is, authenticated the Visions.  In April 1866 Bernadette entered the convent at Nevers and 
later, when she received the habit, she became known as Sister Marie-Bernard. She was in poor health and died on 
16th April 1979 of tuberculosis, after much suffering. 
It is an awe-inspiring and unforgettable experience for the pilgrims to join in the torch-lit processions which begun at 
the grotto and lead to Rosary Square where the sick are blessed.  Every day there is the celebration of the 
Sacrament of the Sick and there are special services and other activities at the Nearby Camp for the young.  A 
considerable number of pilgrimages for the sick are organised throughout the world and countless volunteer helpers 
volunteer to care for them. 


