
 

PARISH OF THE ENGLISH MARTYRS, Goring Way                      6.01.2019                                                         
Father Liam O’Connor, 37 Compton Avenue,  Goring-by-Sea, West Sussex. BN12 4UE  
Presbytery 01903 242624 / Church repository 01903 506890  
Email: emgoring@english-martyrs.co.uk       Website: www.english-martyrs.co.uk     
Deacon Gary Bevans 01903 503514            
Arundel & Brighton Diocesan Trust is a Registered Charity No: 252878  
  

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

Saturday       
 
  5

th
    6 .00 pm     Michael O’Driscoll RIP 

Sunday            6
th
     8.15 am     Reg Marshall RIP 

                               10.30 am      Intentions of Anne Steere 
    6.00 pm      Polish Mass 
Monday           7

th 
    9.30 am      The Parish 

Tuesday          8
th
     9.30 am      Juaquin & Maria RIP 

Wednesday     9
th        

9.30 am      Intentions of Nichola & Mary Murphy 
Thursday        10

th
    7.30 pm      Fiona Thompson RIP 

Friday             11
rh       

9.30 am      Father David Goddard  RIP 
Saturday         12

th
    6.00 pm      Jessica Forte RIP                 

Sunday           13
th
    8.15 am       Sheila Bishop RIP 

                 10.30 am       Intentions of Dorrie Cooper 
                            
SATURDAY: Exposition with Benediction: 10.00 - 11.00am.  Reconciliation: 10.15 – 10.45 am & 5.15 - 5:45 pm 

 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Isaiah 40:1-5;9-11; Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7; Luke 3:15-6, 21-22 

 

COLLECTIONS:  Church: £572  Turning Tides (W C H P) £572   Thank you for your generosity. 
NEXT SUNDAY there will be a second collection for SPUC – please see Note 5 below 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Michael Butler, Brenda Peazold, Sue Withnell, Margaret Dunne, 
Rosie Grove, Mary Wessel, Gina Palermo, Elizabeth Hoskins, Peggy Gallagher, Joan Cutmore,  Christine 
Watson, David Hall, Gordon Milne, Bernard Bandy, Jeany, Peter, Deacon Pat Moloney, Finlay, Alfred Deacon, 
Ester Park, Marie Garselis, Roni Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Bill Hogg, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela 
Finn,  Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Leslie Lee, Kerry McStravick, Lydia Van Melsen 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: VIVIENNE CLARKE  and those whose anniversaries occur about 
now: Fiona Hague, Kathleen McCarney, Mary Castanes, Anna De Vido, Catherine Bennett, Anna Rofe, Lilian 
Shaw, Adriana Gaboli, Elvira Kelly, Janine Leyder, Marianne Fisher, Jessie Patten, Kathleen Page, Sarah 
Finnegan, Ella Turnbull, Robert Barber, Ruby Bernardi, John O’Brian 
 

3 THE ‘CAFOD AUCTION’ AND SUPPER EXTRAVAGANZA  will be held in The Barn on Saturday 19
th
 January 

2019 at 7.00 pm. Please remember to save any ‘surplus’ gifts or unused items for the Auction.  Call Charles for 
collection/information on 01903 505546.  Tickets will be on sale after all Masses this weekend price £7.50.  
Raffle prizes will also be gratefully received 
 

4. CHRISTMAS PRESENTS FOR CHILDREN: Many thanks to all those who have so kindly donated presents 
for the children – I am sure they will be delighted 
 

5. WHITE FLOWER APPEAL – The Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC) will be holding its 
annual appeal next weekend.  SPUC is currently campaigning to stop the decriminalisation of abortion, which 
means taking abortion outside the law.  This is the most dangerous threat to unborn children and their mothers in 
decades.  Please be as generous as you can to help us defeat this latest attack on unborn babies and their 
mothers, and to stop abortion getting even worse in this country by decriminalisation. 
 

6. WHAT IS YOUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION? Or should it be ‘YOUR PARISH NEEDS YOU!’  We are a 
busy parish with many good things happening in it but these only can happen if you are prepared to join in.   At 
the moment help is needed with Flower Arranging, Cleaning, and assistance with Friendship in the Barn.  At the 
beginning of April we open again to the public who wish to come and view the ceiling and our lovely stained 
glass windows.  There is much to do but we really do need you to come and help where you can.  Please 
contact Anne in the Parish Office for further information and with your offers of assistance 
 

7. LEARNING ABOUT THE CATHOLIC FAITH: This year's course (RCIA), for those interested in finding out 
more about our faith with a view to being received into full communion with the Catholic Church, startied on 
Saturday 5th January at 13.00 pm in the Good Shepherd Chapel.  If you know of anyone who would like to join 
us, please ask them to ring Father Liam on 01903 242624 for details. This course would also be suitable for 
those wanting to return to the practise of their Catholic faith. 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/


8. A FILM ABOUT SAINT GEMMA GALGANI will be showing in the Barn on Wednesday 16th January at 
7.30pm on a big screen, refreshments provided. She was a 25 year old Italian Saint and mystic who saw her 
guardian angel and spoke with Jesus and Mary. 
 

9. MARY’S MEALS: We are now in particular need of Flannels, Soap, Toothpaste, Pencil Cases and serviceablr 
towels..  Many thanks to all who so generously contribute to these backpacks 

 
10. TURNING TIDES (Worthing Churches Homeless Projects): Many thanks to those who are so generous in 
their donations throughout the year.  It is much needed and appreciated 
 

Father Liam says: Four hundred years ago – in 1618 – Sir Walter Raleigh was put to death.  He had been 
found guilty of treason in 1603 for being involved in intrigues at the end of Queen Elizabeth’s reign but on the 
scaffold his death sentence was suspended and he was sentenced to life imprisonment.  He was released in 
1616 in the hope that he would bring great wealth to Britain at the head of an expedition to find gold in the 
Orinoco River in America.  When he failed, the suspended death sentence was invoked and he was beheaded at 
Whitehall. 
In happier times – for him that is – he had been Mayor of Youghal for a time.  He had been given huge tracts of 
land in East Cork, which he planted with English settlers.  There have been no great commemorations in 
Youghal – or anywhere else as far as I am aware – to mark the 400th Anniversary of his death.  He is credited 
with introducing the potato and tobacco to England and Ireland. 
Before this time the old world depended primarily on grain crops, such as wheat, oats, barley and rye.  But these 
crops in Europe faced many problems as unseasonable wind, hail and rain could wreak havoc on them, leading 
to regular famines.  For as long as Europe depended on grain, the great populations tended to be in Southern 
Europe where the weather was more reliable.  The potato gave Northern Europe an alternative food supply rich 
in vitamins, which produced nearly twice the calories from a given plot of ground with much less work and in 
shorter time. 
The rise in population and power of Northern European States like Britain, France, the Netherlands, Sweden and 
Germany had much to do with the introduction of the potato.  The growth in population in Ireland was made 
possible by the potato but the rich lands that grew grain and cattle went into the hands of English and Irish 
landlords.  The blight wiped out the potato crops on successive years in the 1840’s and no other food supply was 
made available to the majority who were dependant on the potato.  In a few short years the population was 
slashed from eight to four million as a result of disease, hunger and emigration. 
It is becoming more and more understood that the indigenous people of the Americas were the world’s greatest 
plant breeders.  Indian corn or maize – developed from a wild grass by the Mayans – is one of their better known 
gifts to humanity – and they developed dozens of varieties in a range of colours, from red to purple and blue.  
Cassava is now an important food crop in Africa as well as in South America.  In Europe it is only used in its 
derivative form, tapioca.  Amaranth is said to be the most nutritious of all grains and is now widely cultivated in 
Asia.  The humble bean – in its numerous varieties – originated in America.  In fact about half the foods we eat 
were developed from the wild by the Native Americans. 
The list goes on – peanuts, pecans, cashew and Brazil nuts, tomatoes, red peppers, chillies, squashes, 
avocados, cranberries, blueberries.  We learnt from them how to make chocolate from cacao beans.  The 
Andean people domesticated the sunflower, a reliable source of edible oil.  Today Russia is the world’s largest 
producer of sunflower seed.  Three herbs from the Americas are absolutely necessary to do a heart transplant.  
Strychnos, Quina and Coca are the source of curare, quinidine and cocaine, which have played a highly 
significant role in modern medicine.  There are at least one hundred different plants and drugs which were 
offered to the world by the ancient Peruvians of which these are only three.   
But it was not food or medicine which brought the Europeans to explore America.  The Europeans had a 
tremendous hunger for gold.  Before Columbus discovered America most of Europe’s gold came from what we 
still call the Gold Coast in Africa.  Europeans desperately attempted to increase the supply of gold from West 
Africa in a trade which was mainly in Muslim hands.  Spain wanted to find alternative sources and the greed for 
gold overshadowed all other considerations.  The Amerindian peoples prized gold but not in the same way as 
the Europeans.  Among them there was neither gold nor silver coins.  Gold and silver could not be used by them 
to buy anything.  They were esteemed only for their beauty and brilliance. 
Before Europe discovered the New World it had only about $200 million worth of gold and silver.  In less than 
100 years the supply had increased tenfold.   Gold served for making jewellery, decorating palaces and 
churches and making valuable coins.  For the countless day to day transactions, silver provided a coinage of 
stable value for merchants.  Previously land was the major valuable commodity.  Now with precious coins wealth 
could be easily increased, transferred and transported.  The way was prepared for the new merchant and 
capitalist class in Europe that would come to dominate the world.  South American gold destroyed the African 
gold market.  African traders had now only one thing to trade with Europe for the cloth, beads, leather and 
metals that they required – and that was slaves.  With the opening up of the Americas, the slave trade began to 
boom. 
To return to Raleigh, as a last throw of the dice he pleaded to be released from prison in 1616 to lead an 
expedition in search of a goldmine.  He lost his fleet and his son and broke his terms by razing a Spanish town 
and returned a broken man and lost his head.  He must have surely regretted leaving Youghal! 


