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Twenty-First Sunday of the Year 
 

Saturday       
 
 
 
25

th
     6.00 pm      Reg Marshall RIP 

Sunday           26
th
     8.15 am      The Parish 

                                10.30 am       John & Bridie McMahon RIP 
Monday           27

th
      NO MASS 

Tuesday       
     

28
th
    9.30 am       Holy Souls           

Wednesday     29
th      

9.30 am       Intentions of Sr Geraldine-Marie’s Family 
Thursday         30

th
    7.30 pm       Holy Souls 

Friday              31
st       

9.30 am       Vincent & Carmen Debone’s 60th Wedding Anniversary 
Saturday            1

st
    6.00 pm       Michael Munnelly RIP 

Sunday              2
nd

    8.15 am       Joan Mallet RIP 
    10.30 am      The Parish 
         6.00 pm       Polish Mass 
        
SATURDAY: Exposition with Benediction: 10.00 - 11.00am.  Reconciliation: 10.15 – 10.45 am & 5.15 - 5:45 pm 

 

TODAY’S READINGS: Joshua 24:1-2, 15-18; Ephesians 5: 21-32; John 6:60-69 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8; James 1:17-18, 21-22, 27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

COLLECTIONS:    Church: £492           Thank you for your generosity. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Gina Palermo, Elizabeth Hoskins, Peggy Gallagher, Joan Cutmore,  
Christine Watson, David Hall, Gordon Milne, Bernard Bandy, Jeany, Peter, Deacon Pat Moloney, Yvonne Carter, 
Finlay, Alfred Deacon, Ester Park, Marie Garselis, Roni Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Bill Hogg, Andrew 
Kennedy, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Leslie Lee, Kerry McStravick, Gerry 
Potter, Lydia Van Melsen 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: CANON ERIC FLOOD and those whose anniversaries occur about 
now: Patricia Johnson, Stephen Smith, Jeremiah Daly, Father Sean McSweeney, Harold Hudson, Leonard 
Coombes, Chris Gale, Bridget Connolly, Donald Musgrove, Michael Walsh, Joan Moutrie, Nora Puttock, Isobel 
Shepherd 
 

3.  WELCOME TO ANY VISITORS to our Parish this weekend.  We do hope that you have enjoyed your stay 
 
4. DO YOU SOMETIMES WONDER WHAT TO DO ON A FRIDAY AFTERNOON?  We are very much in need 
of your help for Friendship in the Barn, we need people to help serve the tea and chat to those who come and  
we also need drivers to bring some people to enable them to come and join the fun.  You will be part of a small, 
but vital, team of people.  Please contact the office – 01903 242624 – for further details. 
 

5. CHOIR PRACTICES will resume on Tuesday 4th September at 7.30 pm in the church to prepare for a Harvest 
festival Concert in early October.  All are welcome 
 

6. CAFOD HARVEST SUPPER will take place next Saturday 1
st
 September following the 6.00 pm Mass.  The 

food will be delicious and there will be a raffle.  Prizes would be welcome.  Tickets will be on sale after all Masses 
this weekend Adults £7.50, Children £4.00.  For further information please contact Teresa 01903 529260. 
 

7. THE REQUIEM MASS FOR CANON ERIC FLOOD will take place on Wednesday 29th August at 11.00 am at 
Arundel Cathedral.  Father Eric Flood was Parish priest here from1978 until 1983 
 

8 . MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST & READERS: Rosters for September are now available in the Sacristy 
 

9. BISHOP RICHARD WILL SKYDIVE from an aeroplane on Friday 14th September to raise money for the 
Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage.  Please give generously in one of the following ways: By Purple GIFT AID parish 
envelope, marked ‘+Bishop skydive’; by Lourdes Pilgrimage envelope available in both porches or by going tp : 
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/bishoprichardskydive 
 

10. WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS: Are you celebrating a significant wedding anniversary this year? Why not 
come to St Joseph’s, Redhill on Saturday 6

th
 October at 11.30 am and share in a special Mass with Bishop 

Richard  as part of your celebration. For more information or booking, which is essential, please contact  
rosie.read@dabnet.org for a booking form 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/bishoprichardskydive
mailto:rosie.read@dabnet.org


11. CHILDRENS LITURGY will resume next Sunday 2nd September. 
 

12. MARY’S MEALS: We are now in particular need of Serviceable Towels, Toothpaste, Pencil Cases and 
6ins/15cm Rulers.   Many thanks to all who so generously contribute to these backpacks 
 

13. WORTHING CHURCHES HOMELESS PROJECTS: Urgently needed this month: Cereals (no Cornflakes or 
Porridge). Ketchup, brown sauce, salad cream,  Cooking Oil, Squashes, Tea, Coffee, Washing powder/tabs, 
Washing up liquid, Dishwasher tabs, Shampoo/Conditioner and Shower Gel.  Also Jeans/Trousers 34” waist, 
Hoodies, Boxer Shorts and Ladies undies 12/14.  Many thanks to those who are so generous in their donations 
 

Father Liam says: It is well known that the First Vatican Council in 1871 solemnly proclaimed that in 
specifically  circumscribed circumstances the Church is preserved from error when it declares that certain matters 
of faith and morals are to be held by the entire Church.  That Council had to be interrupted because of the 
violence of the times.  One of the things that was under serious consideration at the Council was a 
pronouncement about the origin of the human race.  Several times in the documents relating to the Council it was 
emphasised that there was no opposition to the definition of a dogma of faith that the whole human race was 
descended from a single couple.  In 1950 Pius XII wrote an encyclical letter on the matter, known as ‘Humani 
generis’, in which we were forbidden to hold the theory of polygenism.  Modern scientists have long since 
disproved the teaching of Humani generis. 
During the First Vatican Council there was a great deal of controversy about whether it was opportune to make a 
declaration on Papal infallibility.  There had been a tradition in the Church, many bishops argued, that definitions 
should be made only when rendered necessary and no such necessity was evident in the 1870’s.  There were 
also allegations of undue pressure being exerted by those who were very keen that a declaration be made.  
Eighty bishops left Rome and returned to their dioceses before the taking of the final vote as they were 
uncomfortable with what was taking place but did not wish to appear disloyal by voting against.  Cardinal (now 
Blessed) John Henry Newman was not a bishop so had no vote.  He said that nothing about Papal authority had 
been passed by the Council, which he had not believed since becoming a Catholic.  ‘However’ he said, ‘it is 
impossible to deny that it was done with imperiousness and an overwhelming wilfulness which has been a great 
scandal.’ 
Given the serious divisions that have arisen as a result of the debate about infallibility many people feel that it 
might have been better if we had never entered into such a debate in the first place.  It is surely legitimate to 
wonder if the definitions concerning the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady and her Assumption into heaven 
were opportune either.  There was an unsuccessful move at the First Vatican Council to have the ‘Syllabus of 
Errors’ of Pius IX declared infallible.  Much of what was asserted about religious liberty in that document was 
overturned at the Second Vatican Council. 
As late as 1866 the Holy Office (now known as the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith) was still arguing 
that slavery was not against the natural law and that slaves could be bought, sold, exchanged or given, provided 
certain conditions were fulfilled.  The first condition was that the slave should not have been enslaved unjustly 
(Holy Office Instruction 1293, 20th June 1866)  Is it possible that matters such as contraception and the 
ordination of women could be seen in a new light? 
In an address to the Bishops of Switzerland in November 2006 Pope Benedict spoke of the risk of the Church 
becoming identified with certain commandments or prohibitions concerning abortion, contraception, the ordination 
of women ‘and other such constantly recurring problems.’  By allowing ourselves to be drawn into too many 
discussions about these issues ‘we give the impression that we are moralists with a few antiquated convictions, 
and not even a hint of the true greatness of the faith appears’.  He goes on to say: ‘I therefore consider it 
essential always to highlight the greatness of our faith in a commitment from which we must not allow such 
situations to divert us’. 
 
  ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Mercy of Fathers 
Knowing that his father will ‘put down’ the family dog that has killed a sheep, the little boy stays out all night with 
the dog.  He returns at dawn to meet his father. 
Down at last into the yard we came, the dog skulking on the rope just the same as the day he arrived to us, and 
my father came out from the house in his big clothes.  All brown with clothes and hair.  It was as if I had never 
seen him before, never looked in his entirety, from head to toe, and I knew then that the dog and me were for 
slaughter.  My feet carried me to where he stood, immortal you would say, in the door.  And he pulled me to him 
so that my cheek rested against the buckle of his belt.  And he raised his own face to the brightening sky and 
praised someone, in a crushed voice, God maybe, for my safety and stroked my hair.  |And the dog’s crime was 
never spoken of, but he lived ‘till he died.  And I would call that the mercy of fathers, when the love that lies in 
them deeply like the glittering face of a well is betrayed by an emergency, and the child sees at last that he is 
loved, loved and needed and not to be lived without. 
(Sebastian Barry: The Steward of Christendom) 
 

 


