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Twentieth Sunday of the Year 
 

Saturday       
 
 
 
 18

th
     6.00 pm      John Roe RIP 

Sunday            19
th
      8.15 am      The Parish 

                                  10.30 am       Lottie-Mae RIP 
          6.00 pm       Polish Mass 
Monday            20

th
     9.30 am       Holy Souls           

Tuesday       
     

 21
st 

    9.30 am       Maria Petter RIP 
Wednesday      22

nd      
9.30 am       Phyllis Grant RIP 

Thursday          23
rd

     7.30 pm      Holy Souls 
Friday               24

th       
9.30 am       Roger Davis RIP 

Saturday           25
th
    6.00 pm       Reg Marshall RIP 

Sunday             26
th
    8.15 am       The Parish 

     10.30 am      John & Bridie McMahon RIP 
        
SATURDAY: Exposition with Benediction: 10.00 - 11.00am.  Reconciliation: 10.15 – 10.45 am & 5.15 - 5:45 pm 

 

TODAY’S READINGS: Proverbs 9:1-6; Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Joshua 24:1-2, 15-18; Ephesians 5: 21-32; John 6:60-69 

 

COLLECTIONS:    Church: £536           Thank you for your generosity. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Elizabeth Hoskins, Peggy Gallagher, Joan Cutmore, Ada O’Regan,  
Christine Watson, David Hall, Gordon Milne, Bernard Bandy, Jeany, Peter, Deacon Pat Moloney, Yvonne Carter, 
Finlay, Alfred Deacon, Ester Park, Marie Garselis, Roni Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Bill Hogg, Andrew 
Kennedy, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Leslie Lee, Kerry McStravick, Gerry 
Potter, Lydia Van Melsen 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY and those whose anniversaries occur about now: Mary Mills, George 
Furman, Beryl Hockmuth, Alan Beech, Anne Beagley, Pauline Stocking, John Smith, Joan Jacobs, Richard Wood, 
Syd Colbran, Baby Grace Hudson, Reginald Hart, Baby Russell Prince, Hilda Doyle, Anne Tims, Paul Lucas, Mary 
Rolph 
 

3.  WELCOME TO ANY VISITORS to our Parish this weekend.  We do hope that you have enjoyed your stay 
 
4. DO YOU SOMETIMES WONDER WHAT TO DO ON A FRIDAY AFTERNOON?  We are very much in need 
of your help for Friendship in the Barn, we need people to help serve the tea and chat to those who come and  
we also need drivers to bring some people to enable them to come and join the fun.  You will be part of a small, 
but vital, team of people.  Please contact the office – 01903 242624 – for further details. 
 

5. CHOIR PRACTICES will resume on Tuesday 4th September at 7.30 pm in the church to prepare for a Harvest 
festival Concert in early October.  All are welcome 
 

6. CAFOD HARVEST SUPPER will take place on Saturday 1
st
 September following the 6.00 pm Mass.  The food 

will be delicious and there will be a raffle.  Prizes would be welcome.  Tickets will be on sale after all Masses this 
weekend Adults £7.50, Children £4.00.  For further information please contact Teresa 01903 529260. 
 

7. TRAIDCRAFT will be on sale in the Barn after all Masses this Sunday 
 

8 . MANY THANKS to Father John for ‘looking after us’ for the last few weeks.  We look forward to his return next 
August.   
 

9. BISHOP RICHARD WILL SKYDIVE from an aeroplane on Friday 14th September to raise money for the 
Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage.  Please give generously in one of the following ways: By Purple GIFT AID parish 
envelope, marked ‘+Bishop skydive’; by Lourdes Pilgrimage envelope available in both porches or by going tp : 
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/bishoprichardskydive 
 

10. WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS: Are you celebrating a significant wedding anniversary this year? Why not 
come to St Joseph’s, Redhill on Saturday 6

th
 October at 11.30 am and share in a special Mass with Bishop 

Richard  as part of your celebration. For more information or booking, which is essential, please contact  
rosie.read@dabnet.org for a booking form 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/bishoprichardskydive
mailto:rosie.read@dabnet.org


11 . CHILDRENS LITURGY will resume on Sunday 2nd September. 
 

12. MARY’S MEALS: We are now in particular need of Serviceable Towels, Toothpaste, Pencil Cases and 
6ins/15cm Rulers.   Many thanks to all who so generously contribute to these backpacks 
 

13. WORTHING CHURCHES HOMELESS PROJECTS: Urgently needed this month: Cereals (no Cornflakes or 
Porridge). Ketchup, brown sauce, salad cream,  Cooking Oil, Squashes, Tea, Coffee, Washing powder/tabs, 
Washing up liquid, Dishwasher tabs, Shampoo/Conditioner and Shower Gel.  Also Jeans/Trousers 34” waist, 
Hoodies, Boxer Shorts and Ladies undies 12/14.  Many thanks to those who are so generous in their donations 
 

Father Liam says: The New Testament does not give us a detailed picture of the family life of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph.  We would like to know a great deal more about how Jesus spent the thirty years or so of his life 
before he began his public ministry.  Likewise we are not given a very detailed picture of the life of the first 
Christian communities as they sprung up after Christ’s Resurrection.  We have many letters from St Paul and 
others written to these communities and we have Luke’s great account of the life of the Church centred on the 
ministry of St Peter and especially the missionary labours of St Paul and his companions.  Luke tells us so much 
in this sequel to his Gospel which we know as The Acts of the Apostles but which is titled ‘Acts of Apostles’ as it 
narrated some of the activities of some of the Apostles. 
Nevertheless, these were not written with us in the twenty-first century primarily in mind nor do they give us a 
plan for organising parish life today.  The experience of Church life two thousand years ago was very different 
from what we are familiar with now.  But the overall picture we are given has to do with the great variety of gifts 
that the first Christians employed in the service of the Gospel.  St Paul is constantly referring to people in the 
Christian communities that he was familiar with as ‘apostles’, ‘teachers’ and ‘preachers’ of various kinds.  We do 
not know what the precise role of these various people was.  Obviously the word apostle cannot refer to ‘The 
Twelve’ nor can ‘prophet’ mean ‘one who tells the future’.  We should try to experience the atmosphere of the 
Church in Corinth for example in what Paul says to them in his first letter (Chapter 12); ‘There is a variety of gifts 
but always the same Spirit.  There are all sorts of service to be done but always to the same Lord, working in all 
sorts of different ways in people.  It is the same God who is working in all of them.’  In all the lists of various 
ministries he does not refer to priests.  The word priest in Jewish circles would be understood in terms of the 
Jewish priesthood and the priesthood of Christ which he left to the Church was quite different. 
In Paul’s letters there is plenty of evidence that women exercised leadership roles in the Church.  Towards the 
end of his letters to the Christian Community in Rome he gives a list of greetings to various people in the 
Christian community in Rome.  At this stage Paul had not visited Rome but was planning to.  He lists various 
fellow believers known to him.  Of the list of twenty six names nine are women.  He mentions them not out of any 
purpose to promote the idea of female leadership.  He did not need to do this.  It was already happening.  He was 
exhorting the Christian community in Rome to greet and welcome a whole lot of people known to him who had 
settled in Rome and were very much part of the Christian community there.  This is what we find in Chapter 16 of 
Paul’s Letter: ‘I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchrreae, so that you may 
welcome her in the Lord as is fitting for the saints, and help her in whatever she may require from you, for she 
has been a benefactor of many and of myself as well. Greet Prisca and Aquila, who work with me in Christ Jesus 
and who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but also all the churches of the Gentiles.   
Greet also the church in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert in Asia for Christ.  
Greet Mary, who has worked hard among you.  Greet Andronicus and Junia, my relatives who were in prison; 
they are prominent among the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was.  Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in 
the Lord.  Greet Urbaus, our co-worker in Christ, and my beloved Stachys.  Greet Apelles, who is approved in 
Christ.  Greet those who belong to the family of Aristobulus.  Greet my relative Herodion.  Greet those in the Lord 
who belong to the family of Narcissus.  Greet those workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa.  Greet the 
beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the Lord.  Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; and greet his mother – a 
mother to me also.  Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers and sisters who are 
with them.  Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them.  
Greet one another with a holy kiss.’ 
First mentioned is Phoebe, called a deacon, who is praised for already exercising her ministry in a way that has 
benefitted many people, including Paul.  We know something of the married couple Prisca and Aquila in whose 
house a community of Christians meet.  Paul calls them his co-workers, a term he reserves for those who 
ministered alongside him.  Here and in the Acts of the Apostles, Prisca is named before her husband, indicative 
of her prominence.  The last couple Paul names, Andronicus and Junia, are called outstanding apostles.  Jania is 
a woman’s name.  Mary is named as someone who worked hard for the Christian community in Rome.  Two 
other women Tryphaena and Tryphosa are also named as working hard.  In this passage only women are 
mentioned by Paul as hard workers! 
There are several other passages from Paul’s letters mentioning women in leadership roles, such as Apphia (in 
his letter to Philemon) and Chloe (in 1 Corinthians 1:11) and Euodia and Syntyche (in his letter to the Philippians 
(4:2-3).  Paul was very keen to see that they were acknowledged and encouraged 
 
 

 


