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Eleventh Sunday of the Year 
 

Saturday       
 
 
 
 
 
16

th 
      6.00 pm      Canon Peter Phillips RIP 

Sunday             17
th
       8.15 am      Caoimhe O’Brien RIP 

                                    10.30 am      The Parish 
                                       6.00pm      Polish Mass 
Monday             18

th
                          No Mass 

Tuesday       
     

  19
th 

                  No Mass 
Wednesday       20

th         
7.30 pm

          
Alec & Moira Marsh RIP

                
 

Thursday           21
st 

     9.30 am       Fr John Lavery RIP 
Friday           22

nd          
9.30 am

          
Ellen & James Lardner RIP

                 
 

Saturday           23
rd

       6.00 pm      The Parish
 

Sunday             24
th
       8.15 am      The Intention of John Curran & Family  

        10.30 am      The Intention of Amelia MacDonald  
 

SATURDAY: Exposition with Benediction: 10.00 - 11.00am.  Reconciliation: 10.15 – 10.45 am & 5.15 - 5:45 pm 
 

TODAY’S READINGS: Ezekiel 17:22-24; 2 Corinthians 5:6-10; Mark 4:26-34 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Isaiah 49:1-6; Acts 13:22-26:14-17; Luke 1:57-66,80 

 

COLLECTIONS:    Church: £607        Day for Life: £330       Thank you for your generosity. 
This weekend we welcome Father Frank Downs who is from APF-Mill Hill and will be making an appeal on 

behalf of Missio.  He is looking for new Red Box holders. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Peggy Gallagher, Joan Cutmore, Ada O’Regan,  Christine Watson, 
David Hall, Ann & Gordon Milne, Anne WhItehead, Bernard Bandy, Jeany, Peter, Deacon Pat Moloney, Yvonne 
Carter, Finlay, Alfred Deacon, Ester Park, Marie Garselis, Roni Horstead, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Bill Hogg, 
Andrew Kennedy, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn,  Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Leslie Lee, Kerry McStravick, 
Gerry Potter, Lydia Van Melsen 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY and those whose anniversaries occur about now: John Foley, Liam 
McCann, Dorothy Firth-Scott, Frances Smith, Daniel Ions, Sylvia Smyth, Bridget Bullock, Rene Woods, Harry 
Jacobs,  
 

3.  WELCOME TO ANY VISITORS to our Parish this weekend.  We do hope that you have enjoyed your stay 
 
4. NEXT MEETING FOR YOUTH ALPHA (FOR YEARS 6-10)  SUNDAY 24th JUNE, 7PM  The next Youth 
Alpha session is on Sunday 24th June, 7pm, at ‘the Barn’, (English Martyrs Church, BN12 4UD). It’s a new youth 
group for anyone (no matter which parish) who is currently in years 6-10. We had the first session a few weeks 
back and there was a great atmosphere. The evenings involve pizza, drinks, games, group discussion and the 
brilliant ‘Youth Alpha’ videos. If you’ve got any questions, contact Jack.Regan@dabnet.org. Parents - if it’s your 
first time, please ask for a consent form when you drop off. 
 

5. TRAIDCRAFT will be on sale after all Masses this weekend 
 

6. PARISH SUMMER BARBEQUE will be held on Saturday 30
th
 June in and around the Barn starting at 7.00pm.  

There will be a raffle as well as delicious food and excellent company – providing you come!  All proceeds to St 
Barnabas Hospice.  Raffle prizes will be gratefully received.  Tickets on sale after all Masses this weekend. Adult 
£7.50 and Child £4.00 
 
7. AN OPEN PARISH MEETING will be held on Wednesday 27 June at 7.30pm in the Barn.  All are welcome 
and encouraged to come.  Matters to be discussed will include 2017 Parish Accounts, followed by an Open 
Forum on any topic to do with the pastoral life of the parish.  Specific items you want to raise can be submitted to 
the Chairman, (christopher.williams997@ntlworld.com) or the parish office, or just raise them on the night.  We 
aim to complete the meeting by no later than 9.30pm. 
 

8. CHATSMORE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER FAYRE will take place on Saturday 30th June from 
11.00 am – 2.00 pm.    It will include a ‘Grand Raffle’, Stalls, Bouncy Castle, Carousel, BBQ, Face Painting, 
Tombolas, Cakes and an Inflatable Assault Course;  in fact, something for everyone. Please support our parish 
school at their first Fayre in many years. 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/
mailto:Jack.Regan@dabnet.org
mailto:christopher.williams997@ntlworld.com


9. BRIGHTON CELEBRATE WEEKEND 2018: ‘Celebrate’ is a non-residential weekend for all ages and takes 
place on Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th July at Cardinal Newman School, Hove, BN3 6ND.  Our theme is: ‘See, 
I am doing a new thing!’ (Is 43:19)  ‘Celebrate’ weekends are very special.  Families and single people, young 
and old come together in a vibrant atmosphere to celebrate the love of God.  Together we experience the best 
Christian teaching, worship and drama.  This year we welcome as our main speakers, David Wells, Rev. John 
Ryeland and Michelle Moran with worship led by John Wright and drama from RISE Theatre.  Join us for a daily 
Mass, inspirational teaching, workshops, streams for children, teenagers and young adults.  Please see poster 
and booking forms in both porches for more information.  You can also book online when you visit 
http://www.celebrateconference.org/weekends/brighton  
 

10.  A & B News should be placed in your recycling bin after you have read it 
 

11. MARY’S MEALS: We are now in particular need of Soap, Toothpaste, Pencil Cases and 6ins/15cm Rulers.   
Many thanks to all who so generously contribute to these backpacks 
 

12. WORTHING CHURCHES HOMELESS PROJECTS: Urgently needed this month: Cereals (no Cornflakes or 
Porridge). Ketchup, brown sauce, salad cream,  Cooking Oil, Squashes, Tea, Coffee, Washing powder/tabs, 
Washing up liquid, Dishwasher tabs, Shampoo/Conditioner and Shower Gel.  Also Jeans/Trousers 34” waist, 
Hoodies, Boxer Shorts and Ladies undies 12/14.  Many thanks to those who are so generous in their donations 
 

Father Liam says: We have great reason to be thankful to Mark, the first to put before us the Gospel in written 
form.  A gospel is a new kind of writing; there is nothing quite like it outside the New Testament.  Mark invented 
this new kind of literature and he was followed by Matthew, Luke and John.  The gospels are a mixture of actions 
and words centred on the person, life and teaching of Jesus with special emphasis on his death and resurrection.  
All is shot through with the light of the resurrection.  A gospel is written for believers.  It is a Christian document 
addressed to Christians.  Each of the gospels was written for a specific community and with the needs of that 
community firmly in mind.  But the men who wrote them were inspired by the Holy Spirit.  In spite of the fact that 
these writings are products of their times and of those who wrote them, they continue to speak to Christian 
communities of all time, everywhere, because they are also, truly the Word of God.   
Mark’s gospel tended to be under-rated in the past.  In the Sunday Masses up to the end of the Second Vatican 
Council there was no reading from Mark’s Gospel.  The more biblical scholars have studied Mark the more they 
have come to realise what a brilliant writer he is.  He is a gifted story-teller and writes very simply in a 
conversational way.  That is why of all the gospels it lends itself to be read aloud to an audience from beginning 
to end.  It is, by a long way, the shortest gospel and sentences are often strung together by the simple 
conjunction ‘and’.  Scholars see in the fact that he uses rather basic Greek evidence that Mark is writing not in his 
native tongue but in an acquired language.  This, they would say, accounts for his stark Greek but we don’t really 
know a great deal about who he was.  He may be the Mark or ‘John surnamed Mark’ frequently mentioned by St 
Paul and in the First Letter of Peter.  He was not interested in telling us about himself but rather about Jesus. 
In one Sunday gospel reading the disciples of Jesus were so overcome by the fact that Jesus had stilled the 
storm that suddenly struck them on the Sea of Galilee that ‘they were filled with awe and said to one another 
‘who can this be?’’ For Mark the frightened crew of that boat might have represented the community, the little 
Church, for whom he wrote.  He had in mind people such as them who needed to know Jesus.  He wrote for 
Christians who doubted and were fearful. ‘Teacher’ they said, ‘do you not care if we perish’ (4:38)  He wrote for 
Christians who did not relish the thought of being disciples of a suffering Messiah.  He wrote for Christians very 
like ourselves. 
Mark begins his gospel with the proclamation: ‘The beginning of the Good News about Jesus the Messiah, the 
Son of God.’  Towards the end of his gospel we have the proclamation of the centurion who had seen how Jesus 
had died: ‘In truth this man was the Son of God’ (15:39)   Mark describes how Jesus died in utter isolation, 
without any consoling feature at all.  This was the moment when the centurion recognised Jesus as the Son of 
God.  Mark is telling us that the cross is the only true sign of who Jesus really is.  The centurion had looked on 
the dead Jesus and had seen the Son of God.  The faith of the centurion is in stark contrast to the cowardice of 
the apostles who in Mark’s gospel are nowhere to be seen near the cross.  They had been called by Jesus and 
had responded to his call.  He bore their failings and weaknesses with loving patience.  They had failed him and 
Mark is inviting those for whom he wrote to see themselves in the Apostles.  As the Apostles managed with 
God’s help to pick themselves up, so Mark is encouraging his community to never lose heart in the forgiveness 
and love of Jesus. 
Not all had failed Jesus at the cross.  The silent, steadfast women had remained faithful to the end.  ‘There were 
some women watching from a distance.  Among them were Mary of Magdala, Mary who was the mother of 
James the younger and Joset and Salome.  These used to follow him and look after him when he was in Galilee.  
And there were many other women there who had come up to Jerusalem with him’ (15:40,41)  These same 
women were the first to visit the tomb to honour the Lord.  ‘When the Sabbath was over, Mary of Magdala, Mary 
the mother of James and Salome brought spices with which to go and anoint him.  And very early in the morning 
of the first day of the week they went to the tomb, just as the sun was rising’ (16: 1,2)  Perhaps there is a lesson 
of Mark here that we still have to learn.  The community of Christ will come of age when the dignity of women and 
their place in the Church are truly acknowledged.  Thank you Mark for what you have done for us! 
 
 

http://www.celebrateconference.org/weekends/brighton

