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Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Saturday      
 
  16

th
       6.00 pm       George & Nita Roe RIP 

Sunday           17
th 

      8.15 am       The Parish 
                                 10.30 am        Hetty Smith RIP 
                                   3.00 pm        Annual Family Christmas Carols and Readings Service 
                     6.00 pm        Polish Mass 
Monday        

  
18

th           
9.30 am        Nora Murphy RIP 

Tuesday       
  
19

th 
      9.30 am        Catherine Bandy RIP                  

Wednesday      20
th            9.30 am         Kathleen, James & Bill O’Toole RIP 

Thursday       21
st 

      9.30 am         REQUIEM FOR ROY PRITCHARD RIP 
                                   6.00 pm        Choir Practice 
         7.30 pm        Service of Reconciliation  
 Friday          22

nd 
      9.30 am         Michel’s Intention 

Saturday       23
rd 

       6.00 pm         Patrick Johnson RIP 
Sunday         24

th
        9.00 am        The Parish 

 Christmas                6.00 pm         Charlie Gillespie RIP 
 Eve                           9.00 pm         The Parish 
      
PLEASE NOTE: The Mass next Sunday morning , 24th December is at 9.00m am.  There is NO MASS at 8.15 or 10.30 am on that day 

 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11, St Paul to Thessalonians 5:16-24, John 1:6-8, 19-28 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16, St Paul to Romans 16:25-27, Luke 1:26-38 
 

Church: £487       Thank you for your generosity. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  David Hall, Anne & Gordon Milne, Helen Gillespie, Anne WhItehead, 
Bernard Bandy, Jeany, Peter, Deacon Pat Moloney, Marie Davidson, Yvonne Carter, Finlay, Alfred Deacon, Ester 
Park, Marie Garselis, Roni Horstead, Krissie White, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Bill Hogg, Andrew Kennedy, 
Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn, Ann Wesley, Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Leslie Lee, Kerry McStravick, Gerry 
Potter, Lydia Van Melsen, Edna Catley 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY and those whose anniversaries occur about now: Noel Melling, Norah 
Murphy, Margaret Wadsworth, Inge Carey, Edna Turberville, Cyril Marshall, Hetty Smith, Kathleen McDonagh, 
Mamie Devine, Lionel Foster, Eileen Oxendale, Peggy Moutrie 
 

3. APF RED BOX HOLDERS please collect your emptied red boxes from the front porch. .  . 
 

4. THE ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICE will be held here next Thursday, 21st December at 7.30pm.  There 
will be a choice of confessors as there will be at the other Reconciliation Services in the Deanery.  These are listed 
in both porches 
 

5.. THE ANNUAL FAMILY CHRISTMAS CAROLS & READINGS SERVICE, which this year will include children 
from English Martyrs School, followed by Mulled Wine and Mince Pies will take place THIS Sunday at 3.00 pm.  If 
you are a creator of Mince Pies they would be gratefully received! 
 

6.: CALLING ALL WHO LIKE TO SEE A CLEAN CHURCH AT CHRISTMAS! It’s all hands to the dusters and 
vacuum cleaners at 10.00am on Friday 22nd December.  Coffee and Mince Pies will be served to all workers 
 

7. COME AND JOIN US SINGING CAROLS AND DISTRIBUTING MINCE PIES.  All the Churches in Goring are 
joining together next Saturday, 23rd December from 10.30 until 11.30 am on the Greensward at the Mulberry 
Shops to sing carols and give out Mince Pies to all those passing by.  The shoppers are looking forward to this 
‘happening’ and so it is essential that as many people as possible come and join in the singing  
  

8. ADRIAN BISHOP’S SECOND AND THIRD PARTS of his children’s trilogy following ‘The Slumbering Knights’, 
will be on sale after each Mass this weekend in the West Porch, price £6.00 per copy or two for £10.00..  Adrian’s 
previous books will also be available 
 

9. CURRY & CAROLS EVENING IN AID OF THE PARISH PROJECT.  Many thanks to all those who prepared 
and cooked such a delicious meal and to those who supported the evening in any way.  £759 was raised for 
Kalingalinga 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/


10. CHRISTMAS PRESENTS FOR CHILDREN: For the last eleven years we have helped ‘Home-Start, Worthing 
and Adur’ by donating toys for the children of the families that they support and the gifts have brought a great deal 
of pleasure to the children.  If you are able to assist this year please wrap up a present (indicating if it is meant for a 
boy or a girl and of what age) and place it under the Christmas tree in church over the Christmas Season 
 
10. A REMINDER TO ALL PREPARING FOR THEIR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: There will be a rehearsal at 
10.00 am on Sunday 24th December in the Church for the ‘Innkeepers Story’.  This will be performed at the end of 
the 6.00pm Children’s Candlelight Mass 
 

11. TRAIDCRAFT will be on sale in the Barn after all Masses this weekend.  If you would like to purchase items for 
the Worthing Churches Homeless Projects a box will be available in which to put your purchases 

10 YOUR OFFERINGS AT THE CHRISTMAS MASSES are your personal gift to Father Liam (Gift Aid applies).  If 
you are not Gift Aiding, special envelopes are available in the Porch.  If you will be away for Christmas you might 
like to use these envelopes to make your gift either beforehand or afterwards. 
 

12. MARY’S MEALS: We are now in particular need of Toothpaste, Pencil Cases, Sandals, Flip-Flops & Blue or 
Black Biros..   Many thanks  

13. WORTHING CHURCHES HOMELESS PROJECTS would be most grateful to receive Christmas Presents for  
their clients: Please see lists in both porches 
 

FATHER LIAM SAYS: It is true to say that in most parishes there is a far greater level of involvement than used 
to be the case.  For many years now there has been a big increase in the number of ministries – ways in which we 
help one another.  We have Ministers of the Word and Ministers of Holy Communion.  We have people who seek to 
welcome people as they come to weekend Masses and offer them hymn books, Mass leaflets and Newsletters.  
The Repository is kept stocked and open so that people can browse and buy after weekend Masses.  Music and 
singing are seen as important elements of our liturgy.  In our parish, of course, we have people who come to view 
the reproduction of Michelangelo’s Sistine Ceiling from Easter to Halloween each year so there are quite a few 
people who help in welcoming them and speaking about how it came about.  We have a very active involvement in 
Fairtrade and CAFOD and in helping parents with toddlers and young children.  Catechists help in preparing young 
people for the Sacraments and help adults to know Christ.  Essential too are cleaners and flower arrangers 
Parishioners don’t just help with parish activities.  They also help others in all kinds of ways – helping in various 
Charity Shops and assisting children in developing their skills.  Obviously there are many people who devote a lot 
of their time to friends and family members who need loving attention.  As St Paul says: ‘there are all sorts of 
service to be done, but always to the same Lord.’   
There is sometimes a tendency to identify ministry in the Church with liturgical ministry.  When St Paul says that 
there are all sorts of services to be done, he is not primarily thinking of who will read the scripture or administer 
Holy Communion at the Sunday Eucharist.  The Eucharist was of course being celebrated from the beginning, even 
before St Paul had written any letters or before the Gospels were compiled.  Ministry was nor just organised around 
the liturgy but around building up the life of the community.  Paul wrote to the Corinthians: ‘All of you should be in 
agreement and there should be no divisions among you but you should be united in the same mind and the same 
purpose’ (1 Cor 1:10)  He tells them: ‘you are the body of Christ and individually members of it... Are all Apostles? 
Are all prophets? Are all teachers?  Do all work miracles? Do all posses gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? 
Do all interpret?  Strive for greater gifts.  And I will show you a still more excellent way.’ (1 Cor 12:29-31)  He 
immediately goes on to tell them how to be members of the Body of Christ ‘in a still more excellent way’ than being 
Apostles or prophets or teachers or miracle workers or having gifts of healing or gifts of tongues.  He says ‘If I 
speak in the tongues of mortals or of angels but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I 
have prophetic powers... but do not have love, I am nothing.’ (13:1-2)  The way of love Paul emphasises is the 
most excellent way – the indispensible way – to be part of Christ’s family.  ‘Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be 
courageous, be strong.  Let all that you do be done in love (13:13-14) 
That is what St Paul continues to tell us – ‘keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong’.  What a 
wonderful motto and what a helpful message it is for us.  We live in very changing and uncertain times.  But from 
the beginning people have lived in changing and uncertain times.  Each period of history has changes and 
uncertainties different from what has gone before.  The changes and uncertainties that as a parish we are facing 
should not overwhelm us, Christ has not abandoned us.  Through St Paul he asks us to ‘be courageous, be strong’.  
For the past sixty-five years since our parish was established there has been a parish priest of English Martyrs.  
Prior to that it was part of the Parish of St Mary of the Angels – like St Michael’s in High Salvington – and served by 
one of the priests of that parish.  Having its own parish priest, English Martyrs was able to have more weekday and 
weekend Masses than had previously been the case.  When it was part of St Mary of the Angels, our congregation 
here on Sundays gathered for just one Eucharistic celebration.  For many years we have had three weekend 
Eucharistic celebrations.  In some ways this would have been helpful as it gave people a choice of which Mass to 
attend.  There were also clear disadvantages.  The community aspect of Sunday Mass suffered as the 
congregation was divided into three parts.  Parishioners were divided one from another and congregations at each 
Mass were much smaller.  It is not good for morale to gather for a sparsely attended Mass.  It gave rise to a 
situation where it was expected that at one of the Sunday Masses there would be no music or singing and at the 
Masses where there was singing people often struggled to make a truly joyful sound through lack of numbers. 
Just as Christians followed St Paul’s cry: ‘Be courageous, be strong.’  Please God, so shall we. 


