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Seventeenth Sunday of the Year 
 

Saturday       29
th
       6.00 pm      Private Intention (ED) 

Sunday         30
th
       8.15 am      The Parish 

                                10.30 am      First Holy Communion Catechists – Theresa, Cathy, Margaret, Catherine 
Monday        31

st           
9.30 am      No Mass 

Tuesday       
  
1

st
        9.30 am      Maria Petter RIP 

                                 7.30 pm      Choir Practice 
Wednesday  2

nd           
9.30 am       Bernie Oehlers RIP 

Thursday      3
rd 

       7.30 pm       Eileen Godfrey RIP 
 Friday          4

th
        9.30 am       Holy Souls 

Saturday       5
th           

6.00 pm       Thanksgiving for recovery (LY) 
Sunday         6

th
       8.15 am       The Parish 

                              10.30 am        Eileen Godfrey RIP 
  

SATURDAY: Exposition with Benediction: 10.00 - 11.00am.  Reconciliation: 10.15 – 10.45 am & 5.15 - 5:45 pm 
 

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12, St Paul to the Romans 8:28-30, Matthew 13: 44-52 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; 2 Peter 1:16-19;  Matthew 17:1-9 
 

Church: £ 535           Thank you for your generosity. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Bridget Brennan, Irene Sedeño Vicente, Peter, Molly Simmonds, 
Deacon Pat Moloney, Roy Pritchard, Marie Davidson, Yvonne Carter, Lottie-Mae, Gordon & Ann Milne, Finlay, 
Alfred Deacon, Ester Park, Marie Garselis, Roni Horstead, Krissie White, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Paula de 
Mello, Bill Hogg, Andrew Kennedy, Ted O’Brien, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn, Ann Wesley, Winifred Lyons, 
Yvette Allen, Leslie Lee, Joan Jacobs, Kerry McStravick, Gerry Potter, Lydia Van Melsen, Donald MacDonald, 
Edna Catley 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY and those whose anniversaries occur about now: Janet Flynn, Bernard 
Flynn, Sheila Mander, Brenda Allen, Douglas Kirkby, Doris Smith, Roger Stubbs, Kathleen Winsall, John Flood, 
Eileen Scott, Rosemary Brown 

 

3. WELCOME TO ANY VISITORS to our Parish this weekend.  We do hope that you have enjoyed your stay 
 

4. CHILDRENS LITURGY will resume on Sunday 3rd September. 
 

5. READERS AND MINISTERS: Rosters for August are now available in the Sacristy 
 

6. THE MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARIES MASS with Bishop Richard Moth will take place on Saturday 7th October 
at Arundel Cathedral at 12 noon.. Booking is essential. To apply for places and for more information contact 
Rosie Read on 01293 651161 or email rosie.read@dabnet.org. 
 

7. THE ANNUAL DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES, led by Bishop Richard, travelled to Lourdes last 
Thursday and remain until Friday 4

th
 August.  Please remember to keep them in your prayers as they will you 

 
8. HAVE YOUR PRAYERS BEEN ANSWERED?  If so and your loved one has recovered but is on the list in  
Item 1 please let Anne in the Office know so that the name can be removed 
 

9. ST. MARY OF THE ANGELS – 150 Years of History by Dennis Key is a very interesting book about our 
neighbouring Catholic church and available in the Repository. Price £5.00.  Also available is our own ‘A Brief 
History of the Church of the English Martyrs Church’ by Breda Gibson and Adrian Bishop in its new all-colour 
edition Price £3.00. 
 

10. MARY’S MEALS: We have received a letter of thanks from Mary’s Meals for the £556 raised by John 
Mayock’s cycle ride.  Many thanks to all who supported him. We are now in particular need of Soap, Toothpaste, 
Pencil Cases, Serviceable Ladies & Children’s Sandals,Flannels.  Many thanks to all who help in this way 
 

11. WORTHING CHURCHES HOMELESS PROJECTS: Urgently needed this month: Sugar, Squash, Fruit 
Juices, Biscuits, Coffee, Peanut Butter, Marmite, Hoodies, Boxer shorts, Ladies undies 12/14, Washing Powder, 
Toilet rolls, Dustpan & brushes, Mops (not buckets), Brooms, Tea towels  Many thanks to all who donate in this 
way 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/
mailto:rosie.read@dabnet.org?subject=Marriage%20Anniversaries%20Mass


12. CATHOLIC? GOING TO UNIVERSITY THIS YEAR? A new website has been set up to help young people 
find their Catholic chaplaincy when they arrive at college and university this autumn.  You will find help on 
www.catholicsatuniversity.org.uk 
 

FATHER LIAM SAYS: Sussex used to be a very rural county and set in its ways. The Industrial Revolution 
had a much bigger effect in the North than it had on the rural South, notably Sussex.  But technological changes 
had a great effect on agriculture.  Throughout the winter of 1830 Sussex farm workers rose up in revolt in protest 
against low wages and piece work.  There was much unemployment as a result of mechanisation.  Those 
affected demanded redress at angry meetings.  Threatening letters were sent to landowners and magistrates; 
Threshing machines were smashed and barns and ricks of corn were set on fire.  The Home Secretary, Lord 
Melbourne, sent a letter to the Magistrates of the Southern Counties, demanding that they take the harshest 
possible measures against this mounting rebellion. 
In late November 1830, a prominent landowner in East Preston. George Olliver was hiring men to thresh his corn.  
One of those approached was a twenty-six year old, Edmund Bushby, who refused the offer of piece rate work 
and wanted a set wage instead.    Instead of employing workers Olliver hired one of the new mechanical 
threshing machines.  There was an argument between Olliver and Bushby and that night one of Olliver’s ricks 
went up in flames.  Edmund Bushby was arrested on the initiative of George Olliver and was found guilty of arson 
in Horsham.  In those days arson was a capital offence though often commuted to a sentence of transportation.  
However in this case Bushby was hanged in public outside Horsham Gaol on New Year’s Day 1831.  This 
illustrates the rapid deterioration that had taken place between workers and employers – between the poor and 
the wealthy – that took many years to dissipate.  As late as 1866 the West Sussex Gazette reported on ‘Outrages 
on Agricultural Machinery’ taking place in the county.  In the early 1880’s a journalist wrote of a ‘savage 
animosity’ which existed between ’man and master’ in some rural areas.  George Olliver received £500 reward 
for helping to secure the arrest and conviction of Edmund Bushby – a huge amount in those days.  He used part 
of it to establish am school for the poor in East Preston.  The building – now offices –still stands in the village.  
Despite this Olliver was not respected locally and attacks on his property continued for several years.  During the 
early 1830’s three other Sussex men were executed for arson.  One of them was a nineteen year old of limited 
intelligence, George Wren of Alfriston, convicted on evidence that would not stand up today. 
‘Bonfire Night’ had a special place in the Sussex calendar and was celebrated with more exuberance here than 
elsewhere.  Effigy-burning and the rolling of lighted tar-barrels through the streets were the main part of the 
celebrations.  The ‘Bonfire Boys’ would parade noisily waving skull and cross-bone flags and singing popular and 
tribal songs.  Some banners declared ‘We burn to remember’ and similar messages.  Lewes was particularly 
noted for this revelry.  They recalled the gunpowder plot and the arrival of William of Orange.  They also 
remembered the Battle of Inkerman in which Sussex men fought in November 1854 in the Crimea.  They 
certainly remembered the protestant martyrs burned in Sussex during the reign of Queen Mary. 
If we are to believe the words of a Worthing resident in 1879 things could be very exciting nearer home. ’The 
scenes that annually occur in this town on the 5th of November are a disgrace to the governing body of the place.  
For hours the property of the ratepayers is entirely at the mercy of the most unmitigated roughs – I should be 
sorry to honour them with the name of savages.  These brutes, armed with bludgeons, are allowed to amuse 
themselves by hauling and rolling old boats and burning tar-barrels through the principal streets of the town, the 
boats are set on fire, and anything they can lay their hands upon is taken to add to the flames of this moving 
mass of fire.’  Not everybody was so enthusiastic to end the ‘Bonfire Night’ revels.  Attempts at Worthing in the 
1870’s to suppress these demonstrations led to several brutal clashes with the police.  In 1876 a police officer 
was seriously injured.  On the following Bonfire Night police officers were drafted into the town from all over the 
county but this did not prevent a bloody battle from taking place – which some people blamed on the over 
officious police. 
The places most noted for the vehemence of the ‘Bonfire Night’ celebrations were the very places where 
outbreaks of hostility to the Salvation Army took place from around the year 1880.  At that time the Salvation 
Army did not try to establish itself in either Lewes or Rye as opposition to them was so great.  Across Sussex the 
Bonfire Boys appeared on the streets, calling themselves ‘the Skelton Army’.  They marched with their skull and 
crossbones flags and challenged the Salvation Army and police and magistrates to take them on. 
At Worthing, riots in the summer of 1884 were only quelled by the intervention of mounted Dragoons following the 
reading of the Riot Act.  At Eastbourne in 1890 the Mayor himself encouraged the rioters.  At Hastings the 
‘Skeleton Army’ threatened to turn the town upside down if the Salvation Army dared to process.  Why were the 
Salvation Army targeted?  One reason was their support for temperance and their opposition to late-night 
revelling.  Also, they came from outside the area.  At this stage they were mostly from London and so were 
regarded by the ‘Skeleton Army’ lot as foreign in their conduct and attitudes.  These riots represented the last 
stand of the blinkered mentality and with the Edwardian period and the popular press came a more national 
outlook, more free of regional prejudices. 
(I am indebted to Chris Hare and his ‘History of the Sussex People’.) 
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