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Palm Sunday 
 

Saturday       8
th   

     6.00 pm      Muriel Burns RIP 
Sunday          9

th
      8.15 am      The Parish 

                              10.30 am      Eileen Godfrey RIP 
Monday        10

th        
9.30 am      Intention of Bernie Oehrers  

                              10.00 am      Mother’s Prayer 
                                2.15 pm      Mother’s Prayers 
                                7.30 pm      Choir Practice 
Tuesday      11

th  
     9.30 am      Sean O’Connor RIP 

                  7.30 pm      Choir Practice  
Wednesday 12

th 
 
       

9.30 am      Eleanor Cregan RIP         

                   

NO EXPOSITION OR SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION ON HOLY SATURDAY 
 
TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 50:4-7; Philippians 2:6-11; Matt 26:14-27;66 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Acts 10:34, 37-43; Colossians 3:1-4; John 20: 1-9 

 

COLLECTIONS: Church: £598     Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Good Friday is a day of fasting and abstinence. There will be the usual collection for the Holy Places 
 

THE COLLECTIONS AT THE EASTER VIGIL AND EASTER SUNDAY MASSES ARE YOUR 
PERSONAL GIFTS TO FATHER LIAM (GIFT AIDED) 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Molly Simmonds, Deacon Pat Moloney, Roy Pritchard, Marie 
Davidson, Yvonne Carter, Monica Nichols, Lottie-Mae, Gearoid McNamara, Gordon & Ann Milne, Finlay, Alfred 
Deacon, Ester Park, Marie Garselis, Roni Horstead, Krissie White, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Paula de Mello, Bill 
Hogg, Andrew Kennedy, Ted O’Brien, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn, Ann Wesley, Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, 
Leslie Lee, Joan Jacobs, Kerry McStravick, Gerry Potter, Lydia Van Melsen, Donald MacDonald, Edna Catley 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY and those whose anniversaries occur about now: Helena Cebo, Muriel 
Burns, Michael O’Brien, Sabina Concannon, Mary Rains, Herbert Hasney, Gerrt Donnelly, William McGlynn, Patricia 
Jones, Mary La Roche 
 

3. WELCOME TO ANY VISITORS to our Parish this weekend.  We do hope that you have enjoyed your stay 
 

4. CALLING ALL CLEANERS AND THEIR HELPERS!  In order to make the church truly ‘sparkling’ for Easter we 
are looking for as many volunteers as possible to come at 9.30am on Holy Thursday to give the church a real 
‘Spring Clean’.  Coffee and Hot Cross Buns guaranteed!   
 

5. TWELVE VOLUNTEERS for the Washing of the Feet ceremony on Holy Thursday are required.  Please put your 
name on the lists in the Porches 

 

6. THE CHRISM MASS will take place on Wednesday 12
th 

April at 6.00 pm in Arundel Cathedral 
 
7. AN ECUMENICAL SERVICE, a celebration at the end of the Lent Groups, will be taking place this evening (Palm 
Sunday) at Goring URC Church, Shaftesbury Avenue at 6.00 pm.  All are welcome 

Holy 
Thursday 

 13
th
    

Apriil 
 

 
 8.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper             Feeney Family 

 
9.30 am 
Cleaners 
unite! 

Good 
Friday 

 14
th
  

 

April       
 

10.00 am  
   
 
 3.00 pm   
 7.30 pm 

Family Stations of the Cross, especially for children 
followed by Children’s Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
Stations of the Cross followed by Sacrament of 
Reconciliation  

Time of 
Servers’ 
Rehearsal 
11.00 am 

Holy 
Saturday 

 15
th
    

April                        
 8.30 pm   Easter Vigil & First Mass of Easter   J. Donohoe RIP 

 
 

Easter 
Sunday                                                                                  

 16
th
  

April
 

  8.15 am 
10.30 am 
 6.00 pm 

Mass                                      Fr Tom Uzhunnalil (Held captive) 
Mass                                                     The Parish 
Polish Mass 

 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/


8. EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE will once again take place at 6.45am on Easter Sunday morning on the footpath by 
the Sea Lane Café followed by hot Tea/Coffee and Hot Cross Buns at St. Mary’s Church Hall.  Please see poster in 
the Porch for further details 
 
9. YOUR OFFERINGS AT THE EASTER MASSES are your personal gift to Father Liam. (Gift Aid applies)  If you 
are not Gift Aiding, special Easter Offering envelopes are in the Porch.  If you will be away for Easter you might like 
to use these envelopes to make your gift either beforehand or afterwards 
 

10. ST GEORGE’S NIGHT ‘DO’ will take place on Saturday 22
nd

 April following the 6.00pm Mass and the money 
raised will go to the Chestnut Tree House Children’s Hospice.  There will be a ‘Delicious Supper’ and Raffle.   Raffle 
prizes will be gratefully received. Tickets will be on sale this weekend price £7.50 for adults and £4.00 for children or 
from Teresa 01903 529260 
 

11. THE REVELATION OF DIVINE LOVE by St Julian of Norwich:  A  film in the words of St Julian of Norwich will 
be shown in the Barn this Wednesday 12th April at 7.30pm (40 minutes).  A meditation on the Passion for Holy 
Week. All welcome.  Teas and coffees provided 
 
12. THE LENTEN ALMS BOX is in the front porch next to the main door. The proceeds are sent to the 
Contemplative Orders of Women in the Diocese 
 

13. ENGLISH MARTYRS RC PRIMART SCHOOL’S CONSULTATION ON ADMISSIONS: The Governors’ 
statement in response to consultations on their Admission Policy 2018 – 2019 can be found on the school website: 
englishmartyrs.w-sussex.sch.uk under Admissions 
 

14. ENGLISH MARTYRS R C PRIMARY SCHOOL wishes to recruit a practising Catholic to join our Governing 
Body as a Foundation Governor.  The Governing Body work as a team in co-operation with the Headteacher to 
ensure legal responsibilities are met and to preserve the catholic character of the school.  We are looking for 
someone with experience in one of the following areas - Finance, ICT, HR, Education or with links to local 
businesses.  Lack of experience should not deter you from expressing an interest if you have a desire to serve the 
school by devoting your time & expertise.  For further information please contact the school on 01903 502868 
 

FATHER LIAM SAYS: In many South European churches we see depictions of Jesus, Mary, apostles and others 
dressed in solemn garments.  These garments play a very prominent part in the life of these churches – especially 
in Holy Week. A very important way in which they celebrate the suffering, death and resurrection of the Lord are the 
processions around the streets of towns and cities commemorating Christ carrying his cross and enduring cruel 
indignities culminating in his crucifixion and his victory over death.  By the beginning of Lent each year each church 
community would have decided how exactly the gospel story of Christ’s Passion would be enacted in their own 
streets. So Important a feature of their devotion is this that the images of the principal figures of the Holy Week 
events are prominently displayed in the church throughout the year wearing their distinctive garments. 
Did anything like this ever happen in England?  Perhaps the nearest to it in English towns and streets would have 
been the Mystery Plays which were hugely important in the England of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.  These 
plays were of a religious nature – mystery meant ‘a sacred event’ as in the mysteries of the Rosary – and grew out 
of their church celebrations.  In the Middle Ages in England congregations actively took part in religious ritual 
enacting large parts of the Holy Week and Easter services. 
The Guilds – a form of early trade unions – were very active in the everyday life and church life of the people.  
There was no great division between the secular and religious life of the people such as there is today.  Guilds 
emerged in towns and cities in all European countries – including England – when society was becoming more 
urbanised.  They sprang up in the prosperous towns and cities – but not in the huge cities.  They were provincial, 
not metropolitan.  The Guilds looked after the interests of their members.  The various trades had their own Guilds 
and members tended to be literate as well as skilled – whereas most of the population was at best semi-literate.  
The Guilds passed on their skills through a master-apprentice system. 
In the medieval period the most important book was the Bible.  Books were hugely expensive even after the 
invention of printing in the late fifteenth century.  The Guilds took it on themselves to evangelise – to spread the 
good word – by street entertainment.  Drama served the purpose perfectly.  Annually, on some particular Holy Day 
in the Christian calendar dramatic biblical narratives would be staged.  Each guild would sponsor a wagon or ‘float’.  
Typically the Guild would choose an episode from the Bible which fitted in with their profession.  The pinners (nail-
makers) for example would tell the story of the crucifixion.  The bargemen might tell the story of Noah and the 
Flood.  Some priests – who were among the more literate members of their community – would have helped write 
the plays.  Each Guild would store lavish costumes, props and scripts for repeated use.  Prompt-copies of some 
scripts have survived, notably those of York, Chester and Wakefield.  In 2016, the York Cycle of plays was 
performed in York Minster.  William Shakespeare would have seen them during his childhood at Stratford-on-Avon 
and was influenced by them for the rest of his life.  He occasionally refers to them in his plays as something his 
audience would have been familiar with as well. 
The entire Wakefield Mystery Cycle comprised thirty plays including a number of Shepherd’s plays, celebrating wool 
which was the town’s principal source of prosperity.  The Mystery Plays died out as a vital part of town life in the late 
1500’s.  The Reformers did not encourage them.  Perhaps they felt that they did not treat the scriptures with enough 
reverence.  The Guild system was breaking up and there were mass movements of the population.  Permanent 
theatres were now being built in towns.  Mystery Plays took place in the street and town squares in all kinds of 
weather. The Mystery Plays not only helped to evangelise but they boosted the English theatre. 



NOTICES 
CALLING ALL CLEANERS AND THEIR HELPERS!  In order 
to make the church truly ‘sparkling’ for Easter we are looking for 
as many volunteers as possible to come at 9.30am on Holy 
Thursday to give the church a real ‘Spring Clean’.  Coffee and 
Hot Cross Buns guaranteed!   
 
TWELVE VOLUNTEERS for the Washing of the Feet ceremony 
on Holy Thursday are required.  Please put your name on the 
lists in the Porches 
 
THE CHRISM MASS will take place on Wednesday 12

th 
April at 

6.00 pm in Arundel Cathedral 
 
AN ECUMENICAL SERVICE, a celebration at the end of the 
Lent Groups, will be taking place this evening (Palm Sunday) at 
Goring URC Church, Shaftesbury Avenue at 6.00 pm.  All are 
welcome 
 
THE REVELATION OF DIVINE LOVE by St Julian of Norwich:  
A  film in the words of St Julian of Norwich will be shown in the 
Barn this Wednesday 12th April at 7.30pm (40 minutes).  A 
meditation on the Passion for Holy Week. All welcome.  Teas 
and coffees provided 
 
ST GEORGE’S NIGHT ‘DO’ will take place on Saturday 22

nd
 

April following the 6.00pm Mass and the money raised will go to 
the Chestnut Tree House Children’s Hospice.  There will be a 
‘Delicious Supper’ and Raffle.   Raffle prizes will be gratefully 
received. Tickets will be on sale this weekend price £7.50 for 
adults and £4.00 for children or from Teresa 01903 529260 
 
THE REVELATION OF DIVINE LOVE by St Julian of Norwich:  
A  film in the words of St Julian of Norwich will be shown in the 
Barn this Wednesday 12th April at 7.30pm (40 minutes).  A 
meditation on the Passion for Holy Week. All welcome.  Teas 
and coffees provided 


