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Third Sunday of Easter 
 

Saturday        
 
29

th        
 8.30 pm      The Colin Bennett RIP 

Sunday          
 
30

th
      8.15 am      The Parish 

                                 10.30 am       Margarel Dunne RIP 
Tuesday          2

nd  
     2.30 pm       Annual Memorial Mass followed by Tea in the Barn 
    7.30 pm       Stephanie Shephard RIP 

Wednesday     3
rd

 
         

9.30 am       Mary McGuinness RIP 
Thursday         4

th
       9.30 am       Deceased Members of the Murphy & Staunton Families 

 Friday             5
th
       9.30 am       William Egan RIP 

Saturday         
 
6

th          
6.00 pm       Joan Norton RIP 

Sunday        
  
   7

th
      8.15 am       Baby Alfie Isaacs (Deo Gratias) 

                                 10.30 am      The Parish 
                                   6.00 pm      Polish Mass 

 

SATURDAY: Exposition with Benediction: 10.00 - 11.00am.  Reconciliation: 10.15 – 10.45 am & 5.15 - 5:45 pm 
 

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 2:14. 22-23. Peter 1:17-21. Luke 24.13-35 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Acts 2:14.36-41. 1 Peter 2:20-25. John 10:1-10 
 

Church: £597      Thank you for your generosity. 
 

There will be a Second Collection this weekend for the floods in Peru (Gift Aid)  Please see Note 5 
Next Sunday is Vocations Sunday with a collection for the Education of Future priests for the Diocese 

which can be Gift Aided 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Peter, Molly Simmonds, Deacon Pat Moloney, Roy Pritchard, Marie 
Davidson, Yvonne Carter, Monica Nichols, Lottie-Mae, Gearoid McNamara, Gordon & Ann Milne, Finlay, Alfred 
Deacon, Ester Park, Marie Garselis, Roni Horstead, Krissie White, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Paula de Mello, 
Bill Hogg, Andrew Kennedy, Ted O’Brien, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn, Ann Wesley, Winifred Lyons, Yvette 
Allen, Leslie Lee, Joan Jacobs, Kerry McStravick, Gerry Potter, Lydia Van Melsen, Donald MacDonald, Edna 
Catley 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY and those whose anniversaries occur about now: Margaret Dunne, 
Nick Brown, Peggy Mardell, Alfreda Prokop, Alfreda Patten, Michael Crawley, Jenny Rusdell-Wilson 

 

3. WELCOME TO ANY VISITORS to our Parish this weekend.  We do hope that you have enjoyed your stay 
 

4. THE WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP OF ST. ANDREW’S C. of E. CHURCH, Ferring has invited the women of 
English Martyrs to join them for an Ecumenical Service this Wednesday 3

rd
 May at 2.30pm.  We are always 

greeted warmly at this annual event which will be followed by refreshments in the church Centre.   To assist with 
numbers for catering, if you are able to attend, please ring Anne on 01903 242624 no later than Sun. 30

th 
April. 

 

5. BISHOP RICHARD LAUNCHES FLOOD RELIEF APPEAL FOR PERU: :As a result of severe flooding that hit 
Peru in March affecting both countryside and cities including areas in our twin Diocese of Chulucanas, where 
priests from Arundel & Brighton have served over the years, Bishop Richard has launched an appeal for flood 
relief in the parishes of our Diocese. Bishop Dan in Chulucanas, has made known the plight of many of his people 
affected by this natural disaster. The homes and livelihoods of many in the Diocese have been hard hit. Bishop 
Richard Moth has asked parishes in the Diocese to take a special collection which will be held this weekend.   
 

6. THE ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE TO AYLESFORD will be led by Fr Chris Ingle on Thursday July 6th leaving St 
Catherine's Church, Littlehampton at 8.15am. and St Michael's Church, High Salvington at 9.00 am.  Tickets are 
£15.00  Please bring a packed lunch; soup and sandwiches are available at the Priory Cafe. We leave the Priory 
at 5pm to arrive home at approximately 7pm.  If you would like to join us at St Michael’s please add your name to 
the list in the porch or contact Penny Gregory 01903 784304. 

  

7. A MEMORIAL MASS will be held here this Tuesday 2nd May at 2.30 pm to remember those who have died in 
recent years.  An opportunity to make an act of remembrance for a loved one by lighting a candle will take place 
during Mass which will be followed by Afternoon Tea in The Barn.  All are welcome. 
 

8. PRAYER PARTNERS: Please could all Prayer Partners of children preparing for their First Holy Communion 
try to attend the 10.30am Mass next week (7

th
 May) as the children will be distributing their prayer cards to you.   

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/


9. ST GEORGE’S NIGHT ‘DO’: Many thanks to all those who helped and supported in any way the excellent 
evening last Saturday.  £680  was raised for the Chestnut Tree House Children’s Hospice. 
                  

FATHER LIAM SAYS: St Robert Southwell was a familiar name in our parish and in the surrounding parishes up 
to thirty or so years ago.  Our local Catholic Secondary School – now known as Chatsmore Catholic High School 
– was named after Blessed Robert Southwell.  Why it ceased to be, I’m not at all sure.  Who was Robert 
Southwell and why was it thought appropriate to name our school when it was first established, in his honour? 
He was, of course, one of the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales who were canonised in October 1970 in St 
Peter’s Basilica in Rome by Pope Paul VI.  There were many more martyrs from England and Wales but forty 
were canonised in that great ceremony.  Before that they were beatified and known as Blessed. 
Robert had very strong family links with Sussex and at the time of his death he was one of the country’s best 
selling authors.  His literary achievements were sidelined for centuries and only in recent decades have they 
begun to be recognised.  Among those who interrogated him before he was found guilty of treason was his 
cousin, Sir Robert Cecil, the Secretary of State of Elizabeth I.  He was cruelly tortured in an attempt to get him to 
implicate others but he heroically refused.  Robert Cecil said of him: ‘They boast about the heroes of antiquity, but 
we have a new torture which it is not possible for a man to bear and I have seen Robert Southwell hanging by it, 
still as a tree-trunk and no one able to drag one word from his mouth.’ 
There were many wealthy Catholic families in Elizabethan times who remained true to their faith and encouraged 
other Catholics to do the same.  Mass could be said in their large houses for the household and others in the 
neighbourhood.  Many of them were able to support and house a Catholic priest who in addition to their priestly 
duties often helped to educate the local Catholic children.  Obviously there were no Catholic dioceses or parishes 
or schools.  There were a few bishops appointed by Rome as Apostolic Administrators.  They were not diocesan 
bishops but helped to keep the Catholic faith alive.  Some of them were born of landed Catholic families – families 
that often saw their wealth severely depleted by fines and by their material support of the Catholic communities. 
Through his mother, Bridget Copley, Robert Southwell was connected to a formidable network of wealthy Catholic 
gentry spread out across Sussex.  He spent much of his childhood with these cousins who secretly practiced their 
Catholic faith.  His father’s family were East Anglian and were not Catholic. 
In 1569 when Southwell was nine years old there was a rising of the Catholic North against the Elizabethan 
regime.  In the aftermath of this rebellion the Pope issued a bull exempting Catholics from loyalty to Elizabeth.  
Laws against Catholics were immediately tightened.  Southwell’s aunt and uncle, Catherine and Thomas Copley, 
left their great Sussex house – seized by the Lord Treasurer – and fled to Louvain.  A few years later the fifteen 
year old Robert followed them overseas to Douai in Belgium where he continued his education.  Boys who went 
abroad to avoid the ban on Catholic education in England ran terrible risks, but the alternative was also 
dangerous.  Robert’s two brothers were fined £200 by the Star Chamber for alleged sedition.  The English College 
in Douai had been set up by Cardinal William Allen as a miniature Oxford University.  The studies often led to 
priesthood.  Many of the tutors were formerly Oxford professors who had left England in order to profess their faith 
in a college directed by the Jesuits.  Jesuit education was the most advanced and enlightened of its day.   
For some years Cardinal Allen had been sending back missionary priests to England.  In 1577 Father Cuthbert 
Mayne was executed for treason and further executions followed.  As a result Catholic resistance grew and 
students for the priesthood in the new colleges abroad increased.  In due course Robert decided to join the 
Jesuits after considering the contemplative life of the Carthusian Order.  He travelled to Rome and was accepted 
into the Jesuit novitiate there with a view to joining a mission abroad.  The Jesuit leadership then did not 
encourage sending more young men to England as they saw it as too dangerous.  It seems that Robert was open 
to the idea of the Indies.  Meanwhile there was a formation period of eight years where the brilliant scholar with a 
love for literature and the theatre was put to work in the kitchens, in hospitals and among the poor on the streets.  
In 1581 he was sent to the English College in Rome to continue his studies.   
At last in 1586 – two years after his ordination and after many requests – Southwell received permission to go to 
England.  His companion and Superior was to be Father Henry Garnet. They were allowed to go though their 
superiors were reluctant and apprehensive about the venture.  One of their tasks was to set up a printing press to 
counteract State propaganda.  They also were to try preventing information from falling into the wrong hands.  At 
home and abroad the English State had a strong spy network.  Sir Francis Walsingham, one of the principal 
secretaries of Queen Elizabeth and a member of the Privy Council was the chief spy master and it was into this 
maze that Garnet and Southwell entered.  There was an elaborate sting operation known as the Babington Plot 
designed to ensnare as many young Catholics activists as possible.  Anthony Babington himself was closely 
connected to Southwell’s family.  The Babington Plot implicated Mary, Queen of Scots in treason and furnished 
details of some of the plans for the Spanish Armada.  Babington was born into a wealthy Catholic family and 
served as a page to Mary Queen of Scots when she was imprisoned at Sheffield.  He led a conspiracy aiming to 
murder Elizabeth and release Mary.  He was put under pressure to discover the whereabouts of Southwell and 
Garnet and other Catholic priests. He was executed together with his co-conspirators. 
After their arrival in England in July 1586 the two Jesuits made their way separately to London where they went 
from one Catholic home to another, celebrating Mass in crowded rooms and escaping government agents.  
Garnet was an excellent musician and there was a memorable event when he sang with the great recusant 
composer William Byrd who was to become his friend. In early August the Babington Plot was exposed.  A wave 
of arrests, confiscations, imprisonments and executions followed but for the moment Southwell evaded arrest 
 

 


