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The Nativity of the Lord 
 

Christmas  24
th 

    6.00 pm      Charlie Gillespie RIP 
Eve                        9.00 pm      Holy Souls 
Christmas  25

th
     8.15 am      Roger Davis RIP 

Day               10.30 am      The Parish 
Tuesday      27

th
 
 
   7.30 pm      Reg & Rita Marshall (68th Wedding Anniversary) 

Wednesday 28
th       

9.30 am      Peter Giles RIP 
Thursday     29

th
     9.30 am     June Chadwick (ill) 

Friday          30
th       

9.30 am      Mary & Jack Haugh RIP 
Saturday     31

st
     6.00 pm      Mary Stone RIP 

Sunday          1
st
     8.15 am      Dennis Bevans RIP 

   10.30 am      The Parish 
                               6.00 pm      Polish Mass 
     
 

TODAY’S READINGS: I Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6, 12-14; Colossians 3:12-21; Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Numbers 6:22-27; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21 
 

COLLECTIONS: Church: £570      Thank you for your generosity. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Roy Pritchard, Marie Davidson, Yvonne Carter, Monica Nichols, 
Valerie Halley, Lottie-Mae, Gearoid McNamara, Gordon & Ann Milne, Finlay, Alfred Deacon, Ester Park, Marie 
Garselis, Roni Horstead, Krissie White, Eileen Godfrey, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Paula de Mello, Bill Hogg, 
Andrew Kennedy, Ted O’Brien, Breda Schlimgen, Michaela Finn, Ann Wesley, Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, 
Leslie Lee, Joan Jacobs, Kerry McStravick, Gerry Potter, Lydia Van Melsen, Donald MacDonald, Edna Catley 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: Jim OlIiver and those whose anniversaries occur about now: Jim 
Flynn, Joan Foley, Doris Cronan, Mary Walton, Patsy Mannion, Ernest Hare, Cyril Woodgar, George Welch, 
Mark Zenkteler, Gordon Daniel, Elsie Butlin, Margaret Simpson, Harold Birch, Peter Giles, Veronica Parker, Effie 
Downs, Catherine Brooks, Ted Bellenger, Giulia Grainger, Father Enda Naughton 
 

3. YOUR OFFERINGS AT THE CHRISTMAS MASSES are your personal gift to Father Liam (Gift Aid applies).  If 
you are not Gift Aiding, special envelopes are available in the Porch.  If you will be away for Christmas you might 
like to use these envelopes to make your gift either beforehand or afterwards. 
 

4. 'CRIB DONATIONS: This year, with the encouragement of Bishop Richard, this parish will be sending crib 
donations to Friends of the Holy Land. Every penny will help the poorest Christian families, especially in and 
around Bethlehem, the West Bank, Gaza and Israel, with education, employment, health or housing costs and 
initiatives. FHL is non-political and ecumenical. For further information, please take away the leaflet by the crib 
and keep our brothers and sisters in the Holy Land in your prayers at this time.' 
 

5. THE ‘CAFOD AUCTION’ AND SUPPER EXTRAVAGANZA will be held in The Barn on Saturday 14
th
 January 

2017 at 7.00 pm following the 6.00 pm Mass.  Please remember to save any ‘surplus’ gifts or unused items for 
the Auction.  If you would like them to be collected please contact Charles 01903 505546.  Tickets will be on sale 
after all Masses next weekend price £7.50.  Raffle prizes will also be gratefully received 
 

6. CHRISTMAS PRESENTS FOR CHILDREN: For the last ten years we have helped ‘Home-Start, Worthing and 
Adur’ by donating toys for the children of the families that they support and the gifts have brought a great deal of 
pleasure to the children. The Worthing Branch has now closed but the Adur Branch covers Worthing and would 
be delighted to receive them. If you are able to assist this year please wrap up a present (indicating if it is meant 
for a boy or a girl and of what age) and place it under the Christmas tree in church over the Christmas Season 
 

7. THE DIOCESAN DIRECTORY 2017 is now available in the Repository price £5.00 

 

8. CLEANER  REQUIRED: The  Franciscan  Sisters  are  looking  for  a  cleaner  to  clean  their  house  in  East  
Preston  for 2 hours  every  week.  Interested  applicant please  ring  Shirley or  Heather:  Tel. No  01483 425775 
 

9. MARY’S MEALS: We are now in particular need of Pencil Cases, Toothpaste, Flannels and serviceable 
Towels.  Many thanks to all who so generously contribute to these backpacks 
 

http://www.english-martyrs.co.uk/


10. WORTHING CHURCHES HOMELESS PROJECTS thanks all those who donated goods for Christmas.  It 
will be much appreciated by the recipients and will enable them to receive support and encouragement as well as 
food and clothing over the Christmas Weekend. 
 

FATHER LIAM SAYS: It is thought that the carol ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ was used by Catholic 
parents in Elizabethan England to pass on the faith to their children.  The ‘Seventh Day’, for instance, would be a 
peg to speak about the Sacraments and the ‘Eighth Day’ would remind them to speak about the Beatitudes 

 

The Twelve Days of Christmas – A Correspondence (John Julius Norwich) 
The appropriate verse of the carol could be sung before each letter 

 

25th December: My dearest darling, That partridge in that lovely little pear tree!   What an enchanting, romantic, 
poetic present!  Bless you and thank you.  Your deeply loving Emily 
 

26th December:  My dearest darling Edward, The two turtle doves arrived this morning and are cooing away in 
the pear tree as I write.  I’m so touched and grateful.  With undying love, as always, Emily 
 

27th December:  My darling Edward, You do think of the most original presents; whoever thought of sending 
anyone three French hens?  Do they really come all the way from France?  It’s a pity that we have no chicken 
coops, but I expect we’ll find some.  Thank you, anyway, they’re lovely.  Your loving Emily 
 

28th December:  Dearest Edward,  What a surprise – four calling birds arrived this morning.  They are very 
sweet, even if they do call rather loudly – they make telephoning impossible.  But I expect they’ll calm down when 
they get used to their new home.  Anyway, I’m very grateful – of course I am.  Love from Emily 
 

29th December:  Dearest Edward,  The postman has just delivered five most beautiful gold rings, one for each 
finger, and all fitting perfectly.  A really lovely present – lovelier in a way than birds, which do take rather a lot of 
looking after.  The four that arrived yesterday are still making a terrible row, and I’m afraid none of us got much 
sleep last night.  Mummy says she wants to use the rings to ‘wring’ their necks – she’s only joking, I think; though 
I know what she means.  But I love the rings.  Bless you.  Love, Emily 
 

30th December:  Dear Edward,  Whatever I expected to find when I opened the front door this morning, it 
certainly was not six socking great geese laying eggs all over the doorstep.  Frankly, I rather hoped you had 
stopped sending me birds – we have no room for them and they have ruined the croquet lawn.  I know you meant 
well, but – let’s call a halt, shall we?  Love, Emily 
 

31st December: Edward, I thought I said no more birds; but this morning I woke up to find no less than seven 
swans all trying to get into our tiny goldfish pond.  I’d rather not think what happened to the goldfish.  The whole 
house seems to be full of birds – to say nothing of what they leave behind them.  Please, please STOP.  Your 
Emily. 
 

1st January:  Frankly, I think I prefer the birds.  What am I to do with eight milkmaids – AND their cows?  Is this 
some kind of a joke?  If so, I’m afraid I don’t find it very amusing.  Emily 
 

2nd January:  Look here Edward, this has gone far enough.  You say you’re sending me nine ladies dancing; all I 
can say is that judging by the way they dance, they’re certainly not ladies.  The village just isn’t accustomed to 
seeing a regiment of shameless hussies with nothing on but their lipstick cavorting round the green – and it’s 
Mummy and I who get blamed.  If you value our friendship – which I do less and less – kindly stop this ridiculous 
behaviour at once.  Emily 
 

3rd January:  AS I write this letter, ten disgusting old men are prancing about all over what used to be the 
garden – before the geese and the swans and the cows got at it; and several of them, I notice, are taking 
inexcusable liberties with the milkmaids.  Meanwhile the neighbours are trying to have us evicted.  I shall never 
speak to you again.  Emily 
 

4th January:  This is the last straw.  You know I detest bagpipes.  The place has now become something 
between a menagerie and a madhouse and a man from the Council has just declared it unfit for habitation.  At 
least Mummy has been spared this last outrage; they took her away yesterday afternoon in an ambulance.  I 
hope you’re satisfied. 
 

5th January:  Sir,  Our client, Miss Emily Wilbraham, instructs me to inform you that with the arrival on 
her premises at half-past seven this morning of the entire percussion section of the Liverpool 
Philharmonic Orchestra and several of their friends she has no course left open to her but to seek an 
injunction to prevent your importuning her further.  I am making arrangements for the return of much 
assorted livestock.  I am, Sir, Yours faithfully, G.CREEP 
 

 


