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Thirty-Third Sunday of the Year 
 
 

TODAY’S READINGS: Malachi 3:19-20; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12; Luke 21:5-19 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: 2 Samuel 5:1-3; Paul to the Colossians 1:12-20; Luke 23:35-43 
 

COLLECTIONS: Church: £542    The Retired Priests Fund: £608    Thank you for your generosity. 
Next weekend there will be a Second Collection for The Cathedral Maintenance Fund (Gift Aided) 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Monica Nichols, Valerie Halley, Lottie-Mae, Gearoid McNamara, 
Gordon & Ann Milne, Finlay, Alfred Deacon, Ester Park, Marie Garselis, Roni Horstead, Krissie White, Eileen 
Godfrey, Ronnie Tyler, Jenny Begley, Paula de Mello, Bill Hogg, Andrew Kennedy, Ted O’Brien, Breda Schlimgen, 
Michaela Finn, Ann Wesley, Winifred Lyons, Yvette Allen, Leslie Lee, Joan Jacobs, Kerry McStravick, Gerry Potter, 
Lydia Van Melsen, Donald MacDonald, Edna Catley 
 

2. THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: BRIAN HURST and those whose anniversaries occur about now: 

Thomas Eze, Henry Weber, Baby Katie Wright, Elfriede Sinden, Jean Billing, Edith Pearce, Ruth Winter. Frances 
Fraser, Florence Peters, Stanislaw Carlton, Henry Ivison, Valencia Bowes 
 

3. CONFIRMATION 2016/17: If you are in Year 10 or above and considering being Confirmed next year you are 
invited to join our preparation programme that will be starting soon.  Please collect an application form from the 
Sacristy and return to the Parish Office as soon as possible.  Parents Meeting next Thursday 17th November at 
7.30 pm in the Priest’s House 
 

4. SPUC LUNCH: Many thanks to all those who helped or supported the lunch last Sunday.  £423 was raised for 
SPUC.  Especial thanks to Margaret Davis who stepped in at the 11th hour to cook such a delicious lunch for all. 
 

5. DO YOU ENJOY SINGING? New members will be most welcome to join our Parish Choir.  We shall be learning 
new music to lead the congregation.  The next two rehearsals will take place next Thursday 17th and Tuesday 22nd 

from 7.30 – 8.45 pm in the church.  For further information please contact Margaret – 01903 504316  
 

6. STARTING SCHOOL 2017: If your child was born between 1st September 2012 and 31st August 2013 and you 

wish him/her to attend English Martyrs Catholic Primary School it is necessary for you to complete a 
Supplementary Application form from the school as well as completing the West Sussex Local Authority’s on line 

form by the closing date of 15th January 2017.  Please contact English Martyrs School if you require further 
information. 
 

7. THE NEXT WOMEN’S BREAKFAST will be held next Saturday 19th November from 9:00-11:00am  in The Barn.  
Our guest speaker is Carolyn Hart from- Mother's Prayers. "United in Prayer we save our children".  Please come 
and join us for a delicious breakfast, fellowship, sharing and Community. If you have any queries or require transport 
please contact Jane-Anne on 01903-502070 
 

8. APF RED BOX HOLDERS please return your red boxes for counting.  You can leave them in the Sacristy for 
Jim.  If you have difficulty bringing the box to church please phone 243401 and we will arrange collection 
 
9. TRAIDCRAFT will be on sale after all Masses next weekend 
10. THE ART OF DYING WELL is a new website that offers a helping hand to those grappling with issues around 
death and dying.  Based in the Catholic tradition but open to all, it features real-life stories about dealing with the 
journey through death to eternal life. www.artofdyingwell.org. Prayer cards are available in both porches 
 

11. NOVEMBER – IS THE MONTH FOR HOLY SOULS:  The usual ‘November envelopes’ are available in both 

porches for those wishing to remember their loved ones at the Altar.  Any donations will go towards offering 
Masses for the Holy Souls.  Please fill in and hand in to the Sacristy as soon as possible 
 

12. MARY’S MEALS: We are now in particular need of Pencil Cases, Toothpaste, Flannels and serviceable 
Towels.  Many thanks to all who so generously contribute to these backpacks 
 

13. WORTHING CHURCHES HOMELESS PROJECTS Today Worthing Churches Homeless Projects helps over 
1,400 people each year with up to 58 people in our night accommodation services.  Urgent needs includes: Men's 
jeans and underwear - specifically sizes small and medium, jeans size 32 and below. Also Coffee, Sugar, Squash, 
Fruit juices, Biscuits, Any cleaning products, especially Washing powder and Toilet Rolls.  Many thanks to all those 
who help in this way. 
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FATHER LIAM SAYS:  A year ago the countries of the world hammered out the first international pact since 1992 to 

protect the planet.  This is known as the Paris Agreement and it now has officially entered into force.  The deal is 
signed and sealed and is legally binding.  The landmark agreement required ratification by at least fifty-five 
countries representing at least fifty-five per cent of global greenhouse emissions. 
The latest round of United Nations climate talks has begun in Morocco and will focus on reaching the ambitious 
climate goals that have been agreed and put on paper.  Each country is now committed to the climate plan that 
they have adopted.  This obliges the countries to work towards the temperature goals of the agreement.  All nations 
are obliged to curb greenhouse gas emission in a way that will ensure that the rise in average global temperature is 
‘well below’ 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) and as low as 1.5 degrees Celsius. As it currently stands 
the national pledges will not achieve this.  It would limit the temperature rise to roughly three degrees C.  But the 
countries that are committed to ratchet up their pledges every five years, beginning in 2020.  103 countries had 
ratified their agreement as of 9th November. That includes both the US and China.  These two leading economies 
together represent thirty-eight per cent of global emissions and they jointly announced their agreement on 3rd 
September.  Weeks later Brazil and India and Canada entered their ratification papers.  Australia, Russia, the 
United Kingdom, much of Africa and most of the Middle East have yet to ratify the agreement signed by 195 
nations last December 
The pace at which the Paris Agreement moved – from adoption in December, to signing by a record 175 countries 
in April to ratification six months later – was unprecedented for recent international agreements.  No doubt this has 
been due to the widespread realisation of the urgency of the crisis.  It is a clear signal that world leaders have the 
climate issue high on their agendas.  From the perspective of the United States, another factor may have been the 
incentive to lock in the deal before a possible Trump presidency.  The President elect has said that he would 
‘cancel’ the Paris Agreement as he is of the opinion that global warming is a hoax manufactured by China. The 
gathering of world leaders in Marrakesh from 7th – 18th November is referred to as COP22.  That reminds us how 
long these talks have been going on.  COP22 means the 22nd Conference of Parties and the Conference is an 
annual event.  Having agreed on what needs to be done the task now is to start getting things done. 
A one-day consultation was held in Rome on 28th September focusing on COP22.  Pope Francis said: ‘The climate 
change is a human problem.  It is our problem so we should solve it.  It produces poverty and misery in the world.  
That’s why I’m so worried about it.’  After the meeting he said: ‘How beautiful it would be to leave the world a better 
place than the way we found it.’  This Vatican event went beyond talking about what they wanted to see happening 
on the world stage.  There were discussions on what is happening and what should be happening in our own 
churches.  There was a discussion on how the connection between our faith and our care for creation could be 
emphasised in our Catholic school system..  How church funds are invested was discussed.  Should we not refuse 
to invest in funds and practices that are neglectful of the environment? It was pointed out that the churches should 
take a lesson from the Paris Agreement and report on their own emissions and track progress in lowering them.  
The Church should also ensure that the Western World ‘hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.’ 
To illustrate the importance of paying attention to what is happening around us I think the following true story is 
instructive.  A man sat at a metro station in Washington DC playing the violin on a cold January morning.  For about 
forty-five minutes he played six Bach pieces while thousands went through the station at rush hour.  After three 
minutes a man stopped for a few seconds to listen.  A minute later a lady threw a dollar into the box without 
stopping.  The one who paid him the most attention was a three year old boy but his mother tugged him along – but 
the boy looked back at the violinist.  Several other children and their parents reacted in the same way as did the 
three year old boy and his mum.  In the forty-five minutes only six people stopped for a while.  About twenty gave 
him money but continued to walk at their normal pace.  He collected $32.  When he finished no one noticed, no one 
applauded.  There was no recognition.  The violinist was Joshua Bell, one of the top musicians in the world.  He 
played one of the most intricate pieces ever written with a violin worth 3.5 million dollars.  Two days earlier Joshua 
Bell sold out at a Boston Theatre and the seats averaged $100.  The Washington Post arranged the event in the 
Metro Station as part of a social experiment about perception, taste and priority of people.  In a common place 
situation, at an inappropriate hour very few had a moment to stop and listen to one of the best musicians in the 
world playing some of the best music ever written on a superb instrument.  How many things are we missing and 
with what results?  As the great American golfer Ben Hogan said: ‘As you walk down the fairway of life you must 
smell the roses, for you only get to play one round.’ 


